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FROM OUR 
FOUNDER

Pastor Wurmbrand was imprisoned for 14 years  
in communist Romania between 1948 and 1964.  
He founded Voice of the Martyrs over 50 years  
ago to serve persecuted Christians. 

“Persecution has always produced 
a better Christian – a witnessing 
Christian, a soul-winning Christian. 
Communist persecution has backfired 
and produced serious, dedicated 
Christians such as are rarely seen 
in free lands. These people cannot 
understand how anyone can be a 
Christian and not want to win every 
soul they meet.”

Quoted from his book, Tortured for 
Christ $8.50 Code: B525

Richard Wurmbrand (1909 ─ 2001)

Christ than at any other time  
in history. The Chinese church is 
growing despite all the persecution the 
communist government is inflicting 
upon Christian believers.  

Let us continue to pray and support 
valuable frontline workers who risk 
everything to fulfil their calling in 
restricted nations. Voice of the Martyrs 
is committed to being a valuable 
resource to these brothers and sisters 
in Christ.

“Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, 
let him not be ashamed, but let him 
glorify God in this matter” 1 Peter 
4:16.

Thank you for your unwavering 
support for the work of Voice of the 
Martyrs as we press on in reaching 
and supporting more of our fellow 
Christians who suffer for the Gospel.

God bless.

Tony Benjamin 
CEO

EDITORIAL Dear Friends, 

The work of pastors and evangelists 
in countries where Christian acts of 
faith are restricted, remains daunting 
and very challenging.

We hear story after story of pastors 
and believers being attacked or their 
places of worship being burned or  
demolished, often as a result of being 
falsely accused of illegal activity.

Frontline workers also face the loss 
of material possessions, lack of 
education opportunities for their 
children, restriction of movement, 
isolation for their families and threats 
of violence. All for carrying out the 
Great Commission.

The stories in this newsletter 
demonstrate how the Christian faith 
of many frontline workers remains 
resolute in the face of rigid opposition 
and oppression. The message from 
these dedicated workers is voiced 
throughout, which is: “Please pray for 
us as we share the Gospel.”

Yet, in all of these challenges there 
is hope. More Muslims are accepting 
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The workers led five donkeys loaded with the Bibles through 
thick forests and across rivers to reach the village of Uran 
Lataka, near Kenya’s border with Ethiopia. They then 
distributed copies of the illustrated Bible to 52 children, 
including many who had recently turned their backs on the 
Christian faith. 

As the children looked through their new Bibles, they were 
enthralled and renewed their commitment to Jesus. 

“One of the children couldn’t stop looking through the 
pictures of the Bible when he received it, even after 
reaching home,” a Voice of the Martyrs worker said. 

The Bibles not only strengthened the children already 
secure in their faith but also re-engaged those less 
committed. They even proved valuable to Sunday school 
teachers as a resource for their weekly lessons. After 
sharing stories from their Bibles, teachers reported 
higher attendance on Sundays and more enthusiastic and 
attentive students. Overall, the Bibles have improved the 
children’s understanding of the Scriptures and enriched 
their Christian education.

After distributing the Bibles in Lataka, the Christian workers 
continued their trek up the slopes of Mount Qicha to deliver 
63 more copies to children in neighbouring villages. 

Parents of the children who received Bibles were 
overwhelmed with gratitude as most couldn’t afford to 
purchase one themselves. 

“Looking through the pictures of the Bibles engages young 
minds,” a VOM worker said. 

“It opens discussion with children and their family and 
friends and provides an opportunity for other children and 
community members who do not know about Jesus and His 
Word.” 

In restricted nations, children are prime targets for those 
seeking to prevent the spread of Christianity. 

To strengthen and prepare children  
to stand firm in faith throughout  
their lives, Voice of the Martyrs 
continues to distribute children’s 
Bibles in hostile nations

Last November, more than 20 children from the Borana Oromo tribe in northern 
Kenya pledged to return to Islam after Muslim evangelists brought them lollies, 
but days later Christian workers arrived with children’s Bibles.

CHILDREN’S BIBLE MORE POWERFUL  
THAN MUSLIM EVANGELISM 

Looking through the pictures of  
the Bibles engages young minds
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In 2016 Pastor Kabir was dragged off a bus on his way home from church 
and brutally beaten while attackers repeatedly asked him to deny Christ. 
During the attack he stood firm in his faith, continually saying, “I am going  
to serve the Lord only.”

Pastor Kabir finished leading a prayer service at Saviour’s 
Church in the heart of one of India’s slums. He then left his 
congregation of 40 believers at around 9pm and boarded a 
bus to travel home to his wife and their two daughters, just 
as he did every Sunday evening. 

This time, however, four men followed the young pastor. 
The men, all members of a youth militia called Hindu Yuva 
Vahini, stopped the bus 5km from Kabir’s home, dragged 
him off and kidnapped him. 

They took him to an empty building, where they planned to 
force him to deny Jesus on video. This is a practice of many 
Hindu nationalist groups who seek to forcibly reconvert 
people who leave Hinduism. 

The men surrounded the pastor, brutally kicking and 
punching him for 15 minutes. One of them repeatedly hit 
him on the head with the handle of a knife, and with each 
blow Kabir pleaded with God to spare his life, pledging to 
serve Him more zealously if he survived. 

As the pastor lay on the floor bleeding, one of his attackers 
began to record the beating with his smartphone. Another 

BEATEN BODY, BOLD WITNESS 

man ordered Kabir to say that he would no longer follow 
Jesus and that he would return to Hinduism and worship 
its idols again.

“I am going to serve the Lord only,” Kabir replied. “I am not 
going to worship idols. I am going to serve Jesus.”

The men again beat the pastor and demanded that he 
deny Christ for the video but he refused. The pattern 
of demands, refusals and beatings continued for 90 
minutes, until the men finally grew tired and frustrated with  
Kabir’s stubbornness. 

“You are converting everybody to Christianity here. 
Tomorrow, if I see you again holding a Bible, I will kill you.” 

They then burned Kabir’s Bible and let him go.

One of the attackers put Kabir on his motorcycle, took him 
about a kilometre away and told him to get off the bike. 
Disoriented, bleeding and in severe pain, Kabir called a 
friend to pick him up and take him home.

When Kabir returned home hours later, his wife and 
daughters were shocked to see him bloodied and bruised.
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In that moment, despite the pain from the beating, Kabir 
decided he wouldn’t let the attack stop him from serving 
the Lord. 

“God has spared my life, so I will forgive the attackers and 
not report them,” Kabir thought. “I will double the work I am 
presently doing for the Lord.” 

Still in pain the next morning, Kabir went to hospital 
discovering he had a ruptured eardrum in his left ear, a 
tear in his right ear and a fractured skull. He would need 
multiple surgeries.

“I felt like my ears were gone,” he said. “There was no sound 
and my head was very heavy.”

As Kabir recovered from his injuries, a friend discovered 
that the attackers had posted a video of the incident on 
a closed Hindu Yuva Vahini Facebook page. The video had 
been edited to make it appear that Kabir had reconverted 
to Hinduism.

A pastors’ network reported the video to authorities and the 
four men were arrested. 

“I am praying for them every day,” Kabir said, “that they 
should be saved, come to church and accept Christ. If I see 
them, I will go and tell them, ‘God loves you and I am praying 
for you.’”

Kabir has pastored some of India’s poorest Christians for 
12 years, and never experienced persecution before this 
attack. Now, having stood boldly for Christ he is ready to do 
more for God’s kingdom.

“I have grown in my faith,” he said a month after the attack. 

“If it happens again in the future, I am not scared. Whatever 
God wants, let Him do. If I am here, I will keep doing the 
work. If I die, I go to His kingdom.”

Since then, his church has grown to 60 members, his 
outreach ministry has doubled and he now ministers in two 
villages. Earlier this year, Voice of the Martyrs gave him a 
bicycle to help him keep up with his growing ministry. 

Like Kabir, his wife Ishita knows that God will be with her 
family if they face more persecution. 

“I am not scared because God has told us that He is always 
with us and He is going to protect us.”

The couple’s daughters also have gained a new perspective 
on their faith since the attack.

“Whatever happens, God is there; He will protect us,” said 
15-year-old Vanya. “I am not going to put my faith down. I am 
happy that Dad is safe.”

“I am happy with my father’s faith,” added 13-year-old Myra. 
“I want my father to do more work. We are not going to lose 
our faith. We are going to serve the Lord in the future.”

VOM was also able to help pay for Kabir’s medical care and 
while surgery restored his left ear, doctors were unable to 
repair the damage to his right ear and he now requires a 
hearing aid. Kabir asks that Christians pray for his family 
and for his continued healing. He also requests prayer for 
his attackers and for the very poor people whom he serves.

Kabir is committed to pastoring and serving the poor, 
following Christ’s example. 

“In the Christian life there is persecution,” Kabir said. “Now 
God has allowed me to taste it.”

In the Christian life there is 
persecution. Now God has 
allowed me to taste it.

Dedicated evangelists spread the Gospel throughout India,  
despite the presence of Hindu radicals in almost every village.



6
AUGUST 2019

Mee, an evangelist in southern Laos, was cooking in her small outdoor kitchen 
when she was approached by a man who confessed to attempting to kill her 
husband Vang some years previously and, through the experience, found Jesus. 

The man was a sniper with the country’s communist 
government and was sent to shoot Vang for his evangelistic 
work but missed the shot. For two years, Mee and Vang 
had been working at building relationships and sharing the 
Gospel with members of the animist-influenced Buddhist 
community. 

After the attempted attack, the sniper continued to watch 
Vang from afar but was so touched by Vang’s life helping 
people and serving God selflessly, that he stole a Bible from 
the village. 

After making his confession, he showed her the Bible and 
said he felt deep shame after years of killing people but had 
found hope in the Christian Bible. 

“Your God is good!” he said smiling. “I cannot give this book 
back. I want to keep it. I am very sorry.” 

SAVED THROUGH PERSECUTION  
IN LAOS

Mee said she could see the Holy Spirit at work in the man’s 
heart. She prayed with him and told him she forgave him. 

When Mee told Vang about the sniper’s attempt to kill him, 
he became excited. 

“I always pray and say that if I die in serving God it is better 
than to die in a hospital,” he said. “I want to die doing 
ministry.” 

Vang and Mee, who have two young children, regularly travel 
to remote villages to share Jesus with people who practise 
a blend of Buddhism and tribal animism. They also support 
house churches in the villages. 

Laos is still a communist country whose government believes 
Christianity is a tool of the CIA and where the average citizen 
believes the Christian faith angers the spirits. Because of 
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I will try Jesus for two months. 
If He is not God, the pastor 
is a liar and I will burn the 
church down.
this, many Christians expect and face persecution, including 
Mee and Vang who have served God since they were young.   

As a teenager growing up in northern Laos, Vang was a 
member of a violent gang. He drank heavily and occasionally 
beat his own brothers and sisters. His life was spiralling out 
of control, and he wanted to change. 

“I was hopeless,” he said. 

Then one day, a friend told Vang about an all-powerful 
God who created everything and can do anything. Vang 
wondered if maybe this God could help him too. 

Hoping to find a new life, he decided to attend church with 
his friend. Following the service, the pastor invited everyone 
interested in learning more about God to meet with him and 
explained to Vang how Jesus would change his life, if he 
placed his faith in Him. 

“I will try Jesus for two months,” Vang told himself. “If He is 
not God, the pastor is a liar and I will burn the church down.” 

Despite his attitude, Vang sincerely desired a new heart and 
wanted God to be real. He prayed earnestly to Jesus and 
dedicated his life to God. 

“After I said ‘amen’, it felt like a wind came through me,” 
he said. 

“I felt peace and joy. From that day, I’ve felt peace and joy.” 

Vang secretly began attending church, but his parents 
eventually found out. At first they tried to persuade him to 

Christians can worship openly on a rented boat because Buddhists think of religious meetings as occurring only in dedicated buildings

return to spirit worship, but when that failed they kicked 
him out of their house. He lived at his church for two years 
before talking to his family again. During that time, he 
studied persecution in the Bible. 

“After two years, I learned many things about persecution in 
the Scriptures and how to comfort people,” he said. 

Mee’s upbringing, on the other hand, was deeply influenced 
by communism. Her neighbours were communist leaders, 
and her father, who died when she was two years old, was 
a government sniper like the one who tried to kill Vang. She 
remembers armed security guards keeping watch over her 
neighbourhood. 

At 14, Mee was diagnosed with thyroid cancer. She battled 
the disease for five years until, at age 19, she discovered 
she had three months to live. 

Desperate and without hope, she went to church with her 
sister, who had already accepted Christ. During the service, 
Mee prayed, “If you are really true God, heal me and I will 
serve you until I die.” 

That night, she dreamed that she had a choice of two paths, 
a dark one and a light one. 

The dark path scared her, but when she looked toward the 
light path she saw a man telling her, “Come with Me.” 

She walked toward Him and He touched her head, saying, “I 
love you like a daughter.” 

“I could feel the love of the Father, which I never had before 
– a true love I never experienced,” she recalled. “I then 
confessed that I believed and read the Bible with my sister.” 

About a month later at a routine doctor’s visit, Mee was 
stunned to learn that the cancer had disappeared. 

Mee and Vang continue to serve the Lord in Laos. 



8
AUGUST 2019

Westpac:  
BSB: 032 271  
Account No: 251377 
Swift: WPACAU2S (for international transfers)

Please include your name or supporter 
number in the description line.
 
Voice of the Martyrs 
PO Box 250 Lawson NSW 2783 
Australia  
phone 02 4759 7000
info@vom.com.au 
www.vom.com.au

Remember the prisoners as if chained with 
them — those who are mistreated — since 
you yourselves are in the body also.
Hebrews 13:3

This ministry fund directly assists pastors, evangelists and full-time Christian 
workers who courageously minister in the face of hostility and persecution. It 
includes provision to support underground Bible colleges, leadership training, 
evangelism resources, computers, transportation, small business equipment, 
pastor support programs and equipping churches with resources.

To support this project go to  
vom.com.au/donate
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All donations over $2 to Voice of the 
Martyrs Australia are tax deductible.


