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FROM OUR 
FOUNDER

Pastor Wurmbrand was imprisoned for 14 years  
in communist Romania between 1948 and 1964.  
He founded Voice of the Martyrs over 50 years  
ago to serve persecuted Christians. 

Richard Wurmbrand (1909 ─ 2001)

The stories in this edition remind us 
that there is salvation in Christ alone. 
From near impossible situations, God 
is able to turn despair into hope in 
Him.

My prayer is that these accounts will 
challenge you to continue to pray for 
fellow believers in these featured 
countries as they face immeasurable 
challenges, albeit always striving to 
seek God’s face for their help and 
redemption. I have met new Muslim 
background believers, hungry for 
the Word of God and committed 
to return to where they have come 
from, putting themselves in the path  
of danger, to share what Jesus has 
done for them. 

Please uphold the nations of Nigeria 
and Cameroon in your devotions  
and prayer time as we hold onto the 
belief that change will come and 
Christ’s name will be glorified across 
these nations.

“Behold, I will bring it health and 
healing; I will heal them and reveal 
to them the abundance of peace and 
truth.” Jeremiah 33:6

God bless. 

Tony Benjamin 
CEO

EDITORIAL Dear Friends, 

The barrage of indiscriminate 
attacks by Boko Haram in Nigeria 
and Cameroon is continuing.  
The governments of the world seem 
uninterested in providing any tangible 
solutions for prevention.

Our fellow brothers and sisters in 
Christ are dying because of the 
lawlessness and disregard for 
Christian lives in these countries.

Former Muslim Fulani herdsmen 
who have come to Christ, recount 
stories of their families encouraging 
them to kill Christians. Men as young 
as 18 can account for killing more 
than 20 Christians with the help and 
support of their families and friends. 
Christians are randomly chosen and 
killed, because of their faith.

Amid this fear and darkness where 
precious lives are almost daily lost, 
Voice of the Martyrs stands in prayer, 
unity and support of pastors, Bible 
schools, discipleship schools and 
fellow believers, who vehemently 
stand firm in the faith. In the face 
of these deliberate attacks, God 
is moving mightily, changing and 
softening the most hardened hearts 
into repentant lovers of Christ.  

YWAM Port Harcourt is one of our partner ministries located 
in the southern part of Nigeria.

The Discipleship Training School is open to students from 
all cultures, age groups and Christian traditions, dedicated 
to serving Christ throughout the world. Their focus is to 
prepare, equip and train students to send them out into all 
different spheres of life for Christ. 

The school and lodging is a safe haven for many Christians 
escaping the conflict-dominated north. It is also a place 
where they are able to study the Word of God and become 
fully equipped in ministry.

Youth With A Mission (YWAM)  is a 
global movement of Christians from 
many cultures, age groups, and 
Christian traditions, dedicated to 
serving Jesus throughout the world.

YWAM

Port Harcourt

NIGERIA

“When a man has no faith in the 
reward of good or the punishment of 
evil, there is no reason to be human. 
There is no restraint from the depths 
of evil that is in man.”

Quoted from his book, Tortured for 
Christ $8.50 Code: B525



5
JULY 2019

4
JULY 2019

Hafiz was once part of a Muslim community that killed hundreds of 
Christians, but since converting to Christianity he feels called to go back 
and preach to the persecutors. 

Growing up as the son of a Fulani herdsman and a  
voodoo-practising herbalist, Hafiz’s future was planned. 
Although his father had four wives and 39 children, he was 
expected to take over the family business and practise 
herbalism. Hafiz and his family were very devout Muslims 
and involved in the persecution of Christians in their town 
of Jos in northern Nigeria.

Hafiz purchased a Bible so he would be able to understand 
it and use this knowledge to convert others to Islam.  
The expectation was that he would find a wife and raise a 
family in the Islamic faith. Then he became a Christian and 
everything changed.

One day, when reading the Bible, a verse jumped out at 
him: “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through Me.” John 14:6. 

It sparked his interest and many questions. 

“I thought to myself: who is this man, Jesus, who calls 
himself ‘the way’?” he recalls. 

He continued to read the Bible and began asking his family 
questions. Nobody could give him answers, so he made the 
decision to see a pastor. 

He spent hours with the pastor, asking questions about 
Jesus and baptism and what it means to be a Christian. 
After having all his questions answered, he couldn’t deny 
that Jesus was the way to heaven; he accepted Jesus Christ 
and declared he was a Christian.  

He went home and told his family about the Gospel and that 
he was now a born-again believer. They were furious and 
couldn’t understand what had happened. His father drove 
him to the police station and because he had contacts 
within the police force, Hafiz was immediately locked in a 
cell. Friends and family would visit and tell him to convert 
back to Islam.

“They would tell me that if I deny that I am a Christian and 
come back to Islam I would be released, but I refused,”  
he says. 

Hafiz had spent two years in prison with no idea if he would 
ever be released, when a new chief police officer arrived. 
When looking through the prison files he asked why Hafiz 
had been in prison for so long. When told it was because 
of his conversion to Christianity, the officer ordered his 
immediate release.

Hafiz had been rejected by his family and had nowhere to 
go. He returned to church and the pastor who converted 
him gave him a place to stay. 

When the local Fulanis heard this, they bombed the church 
with the intent to kill him. He escaped but soon after,  
a friend of his father came to threaten him with a machete. 

“They thought I was going to expose them all for what they 
were doing to Christians, as they had killed many.”

He needed to escape and when a friend told him about 
YWAM, he knew it was where he needed to go. 

Now that he is at YWAM, he knows his calling is to go back 
to northern Nigeria to preach Jesus among the Fulani.

“Jesus saved me from darkness to 
light so I want to go back to save them. 
I know they are still in darkness and  
I want to bring them out of that 
through God.”

FORMER FULANI HERDSMAN  
CALLED TO EVANGELISE 

As a Fulani herdsman, Abdul witnessed the brutal persecution of Christians in 
northern Nigeria, but accidentally hearing about Jesus while passing a church 
changed his life forever.

Raised a Fulani herdsman, Abdul heartbreakingly recalls 
the times his own family and friends would attack Christian 
villages leaving no survivors.

“You cannot count the people they killed – they would go 
into villages and kill the entire village,” he says. 

He even admits that he was involved in orchestrating one 
murder himself, as he recounts with tears his old life. 

In 2002 he walked past a church by chance and heard a 
preacher say that Jesus was the only way to heaven; these 
words filled his mind with questions and his journey to truth 
began. 

He began asking those around him questions about Jesus 
and the Bible. The advice was always the same: “Christians 
are not serious people and Islam is the far superior religion. 
He wasn’t satisfied with the answers.”  

“I was at a loss; if Jesus was the way, then why was I still 
following Mohammed?”

He was desperate to hear the message of Jesus preached 
again, even though he knew attending church was a risk.

On Christmas Day he sneaked out of his home and attended 
a church service. He didn’t receive Christ that day but he 
returned home to find all his belongings outside. His mother 
discovered he had attended church and kicked him out. He 
had nowhere to go. 

FULANI HERDSMAN FINDS JESUS

The same night, he had a vivid dream about two paths, and 
he knew immediately Jesus was speaking to him. 

“That night, even after seeing how my mother reacted, I 
decided to accept Jesus Christ as my Lord. It didn’t matter 
to me if they wanted to kill me or disown me. I didn’t care, I 
wanted to accept Jesus Christ.”

His family began trying to convert him back to Islam. They 
tried using voodoo and threatened to kill him but he would 
not renounce Christ. 

He went to church once more and when a police officer saw 
him there, he warned him that he needed to escape.

“The churches in my town would not accept me as a Fulani 
and my family wanted to kill me.” 

This is when he knew he had to leave the state. 

After leaving, he prayed continually for a place to go where 
he would be accepted. 

“I prayed to God: I want you to lead me where I will learn your 
Word better and where I will be embraced and accepted.” 

Not long after, his prayers were answered when someone 
told him about YWAM. He had no money, but a pastor 
blessed him with finances and encouragement to go. 

He is still at YWAM and knows he has been blessed, and he 
looks ahead with hope. 

Fulani are a primarily Muslim people 
scattered throughout many parts of 
West Africa, including Nigeria.

Fulani herdsmen are nomadic or  
semi-nomadic Fulani people whose 
primary occupation is raising livestock.  
They see Christians that have land —
they view that as their land and they 
feel they have rights to it. They often 
attack Christian villages. 
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Tourou is an area in the far north 
region of Cameroon on the border  
of Nigeria. 

Boko Haram arrived in the evening 
around 9pm, seized property and 
demanded people leave before 
burning and destroying many homes 
as well as the vehicles used by 
pastors. Food and storage resources 
were destroyed. The largest church in 
the area, the Evangelical Church  of 
Cameroon, was also destroyed.

During the attack, many citizens fled 
to the mountains. Most of them are 
still living there while others are taking 
residence in church buildings and 
towns nearby. 

After the attack, teams on the 
ground went to survey the damage. 

In January this year, 
the Christian people of 
Tourou, Cameroon lived 
through three hours 
of assaults by Boko 
Haram when a group of 
pastors were targeted 
and homes and property 
were destroyed. 

CAMEROON: CHRISTIAN TOWN 
DESTROYED IN ATTACKS BY  
BOKO HARAM

Homes, schools, health centres, 
vehicles and churches were  
all demolished. 

VOM partners in the area have 
been busy trying to relocate  
pastors and their families while  
also taking care of education costs 
for many children. Motorcycles  
have also been purchased, giving 
pastors a means of transport to 
bring aid to citizens and distribute  
care packages. 

VOM offices in Poland and Belgium 
have worked with ministry partners 
in Nigeria to assist the pastors  
and residents. 

There is still much work to be done 
for the people of Tourou. Please 
remember them in prayer.

Mohammed was only a teenager when he was forced to live in a half-constructed 
apartment building after his family threw him out for going to church.

As Fulani herdsmen, Mohammed’s parents were strict 
Muslims and kicked him out when he started attending 
church. He spent the next six years living in a building 
without plaster, windows or a pillow to sleep on, until he 
finished school. 

“Because I was Fulani, I didn’t know how to read or write 
until the day I started going to church. From there I sent 
myself to school to learn.” 

At 18 years of age, extremely unwell with nowhere to go and 
no money, Mohammed tried to return home but was again 
rejected, even by his siblings. 

“My brothers told me it would be better if I were dead than 
for them to be associated with an unbeliever,” he recalls. 

He soon met a Christian man who occasionally helped 
him with food and money and was a constant source of 
encouragement for him.  

“He would tell me, ‘Be strong, this season that you’re going 
through will pass and you will forget it.’”

The man told him about a Bible school, but without money, 
it would be impossible for him to attend.

Mohammed contacted the Bible school. They confirmed the 
need to pay tuition fees. 

“I prayed and said, ‘God if you want me to go to this school, 
you will provide for me.’“ 

After that prayer, he received a phone call saying that his 
fees had been paid for and he began attending the school. 
He does not know who paid.

REJECTED BY HIS FAMILY BUT  
FOUND IN CHRIST

Mohammed soon realised he would struggle to gain 
acceptance even within Christian communities because  
of his Fulani background. 

Even after completing Bible school, time and time again, 
Mohammed found himself with nowhere to go and no 
money.  

“I wasn’t accepted by Christians or Muslims and if it wasn’t 
for the love I have for Jesus, I would never have stayed  
a Christian.”

At age 25, Mohammed only recently arrived at YWAM and 
knows this is where his new journey begins.

“In all these things I’ve gone through, I know that God has 
been training me,” he says.

“If I meet people that go through this, I will be able to listen 
to them, to hold them and be there for them.”

Mohammed has recently been in contact with his mother 
and she has started to speak to him again.  

“Since then I prayed that God would not allow my mother to 
die until she knows Jesus.”

Despite the rejection he has lived with, and the  
emotional battles he is facing, Mohammed is standing 
strong in his faith. 

“Everything you see about me is through Jesus, the 
gentleness, everything I have. Nothing can separate  
me from Christ, not even my own family. People have  
offered me everything – money, cars if I would come back to 
Islam. I said no, you cannot change me.”

“I wasn’t accepted by 
Christians or Muslims 
and if it wasn’t for the 
love I have for Jesus,  
I would never have 
stayed a Christian.”
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Westpac:  
BSB: 032 271  
Account No: 251377 
Swift: WPACAU2S (for international transfers)

Please include your name or supporter 
number in the description line.
 
Voice of the Martyrs 
PO Box 250 Lawson NSW 2783 
Australia  
phone 02 4759 7000
info@vom.com.au 
www.vom.com.au

Remember the prisoners as if chained with 
them — those who are mistreated — since 
you yourselves are in the body also.
Hebrews 13:3

Food for the Soul, Food for the Bowl
CHRISTIANS IN THE MUSLIM WORLD

       

Published by and © Voice of the Martyrs Ltd 2019 unless otherwise 
indicated. Names may have been changed to protect individuals' 
identities. Unless otherwise indicated,  all Scripture quotations are  
taken from the New King James Version of the Holy Bible. Copyright © 
1982 Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

All donations over $2 to Voice of the 
Martyrs Australia are tax deductible.

Christian converts from Islam often lose their homes, jobs, 
families and their positions in society. With little hope of 
gaining new employment, our brothers and sisters in 
Muslim countries often face poverty. They generally can’t 
afford to buy necessities such as food. A Bible is very often 
unaffordable, even if available. 

Will you partner with us in providing Christians in the Muslim 
world with both spiritual and physical nourishment?

vom.com.au/muslim-world


