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FROM OUR 
FOUNDER

Pastor Wurmbrand was imprisoned for 14 years  
in communist Romania between 1948 and 1964.  
He founded Voice of the Martyrs over 50 years  
ago to serve persecuted Christians. 

“When Chris tians in free countries win 
a soul for Christ, the new believer may 
become a member of a quietly living 
church. But when those in captive 
nations win someone, we know that he 
may have to go to prison and that his 
children may become or phans. The joy 
of having brought someone to Christ 
is always mixed with this feeling that 
there is a price that must be paid.”

Quoted from his book, Tortured for 
Christ. $8.50 Code: B525

Richard Wurmbrand (1909 ─ 2001)

growing and learning, and becoming 
contributing members of society. 

Life for multitudes of children is truly 
on the edge and your contribution to 
the Christmas Care campaign will help 
bring some spiritual encouragement 
to many. A children’s Bible will be 
provided in the packs, in addition to 
other country-specific items including 
school supplies and clothing.

Let me impress upon you the need for 
your support for these often-forgotten 
victims of religious persecution, and 
let’s make a difference which brings 
lasting value by providing God’s word 
to persecuted children.

My petition is that you will be touched 
by the stories in this edition and 
continue to lift these children up in 
prayer.

“The Lord looks down from heaven 
upon the children of men, to see if 
there are any who understand, who 
seek God” Psalm 14:2. 

God bless. 

Tony Benjamin 
CEO 

EDITORIAL Dear VOM family,

The stories in this edition highlight 
the fragile situation many children 
experience, in places where 
Christians are persecuted. Their 
lives are overwhelmed with suffering 
and deprivation of their physical and 
spiritual needs.

Our Christmas Care campaign 
aims to bring a little relief to these  
oppressed children. 

My heart breaks when I visit many 
of these nations and see children 
suffer opposition because they follow 
Jesus. Most often, they follow their 
parents’ example, and therefore 
suffer the same fate. This may 
include marginalisation in addition 
to deprivation of basic needs such 
as food, clean water, an education, 
and freedom to express their faith in 
Jesus Christ.

By communist government decree, 
children are not allowed into churches 
any longer in China. In Turkey there 
are limited opportunities for Christian 
learning. In Pakistan many children 
are forced to work in brick kilns to 
help pay family debts, instead of 

Halima is just six years old. Her father, Adod, recently left 
Islam for Christianity and his wife and daughter joined him 
in embracing this new faith in Christ. Adod’s family were 
outraged. They forced Adod’s wife to leave him, marry a 
Muslim and reconvert.

Halima was forced to accompany her mother to the home of 
her new stepfather. Halima’s life in her new home was not a 
happy one and was potentially dangerous for her. Labelled 
as a kafir or heretic, she was extremely vulnerable to abuse 
of every kind. 

Adod feared for Halima’s welfare and so, at great risk, he 
took her from her stepfather’s house. Legally Adod was 
entitled to take custody of Halima, but his family were very 
unhappy about it.

At first Adod arranged for Halima to stay at the home of 
a pastor. However, the pastor’s life was threatened for 
sheltering her. Needing to find her a place, Adod brought her 
to one of our ministry partners, Christian Faith Ministries 
(CFM). At CFM’s Children’s Crisis Care home, Halima is 
receiving care in a nurturing Christian environment, as well 
as an education. She also sees much of her father who is 
studying at CFM’s Bible school.

Voice of the Martyrs partners with CFM to provide care for 
vulnerable children including those displaced by violence. 
This year, we hope to bless children like Halima with a 
Christmas Care pack.

A safe place for Halima
NIGERIA 

Christians in Egypt have long suffered as a persecuted 
minority in their 90% Muslim nation, and they have also 
been targeted by ISIS attacks. At least 100 Egyptian 
Christians were killed in terrorist attacks in 2017, and at 
least seven more were killed in 2018.

The town of El-Arish, in Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula, was emptied 
of its Christian residents following an Islamist takeover.

Nine-year-old Marina was afraid she wouldn’t be able to go 
to school any more. Muslim attackers had driven her family 
and more than 1,000 other Christians from their homes 
and their jobs in the town. The Christians were scattered 
throughout Egypt.

“We are a big family, lots of brothers and sisters,” Marina 
told a pastor in her new town. “My father is too poor to send 
us to school.”

The pastor encouraged Marina by telling her the story of 
Jesus feeding five thousand people with five loaves and  
two fish.

Voice of the Martyrs sent backpacks, school supplies and 
school fees to El-Arish families about 10 days later. The 
pastor stopped at Marina’s house first to tell her the news. 
Marina and her mother cried with joy as they realised that 
Marina and all of her brothers and sisters would be able to 
attend school.

Marina was afraid she wouldn’t 
be able to go to school 

EGYPT

Halima (centre) with friends



5
OCTOBER 2019

4
OCTOBER  2019

Children prohibited from entering church buildings
The 11 July edition of China Women’s News published the 
following: At the meeting of the Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP), Xi Jinping said that it is necessary to incorporate 
loyalty to the CCP into the building of family bonds, family 
love and family values. Loyalty to the CCP, he declared, is 
the soul and lifeblood of the children. Parents should help 
their children “button the first button”, “take the first step”, 
and “sow the seeds of loyalty to the CCP” in the hearts of 
their children.

Since China launched its new religious regulations in 
February 2018, minors have been officially prohibited from 
entering church buildings. Church summer camps and 
Sunday schools are banned throughout the country. Parents 
cannot bring even their babies to church. The Education 
Bureau has issued notices to kindergartens, primary 
schools, and secondary schools to the effect that students 
are not allowed to participate in religious activities. 

The CCP now sends three-person teams to churches to 
conduct two surprise inspections each month. If a child is 
found in the church building, the congregation will be fined 
200,000 RMB (nearly $41,900).

While church summer camps are banned, the Communist 
Party has launched “little reporters” summer camps. At 
these camps, children not only learn communist ideology 
but are also trained how and why to spy on their parents, 
teachers, and friends and report their anti-communist 
behaviour and attitudes to the government.

CHINA

North Korean underground Christians do not reveal their 
Christian identity even to their own children until the 
children reach the age of fifteen. That is because North 
Korean school teachers are tasked with the responsibility 
of getting children to inadvertently reveal that their families 
are Christian. They ask questions like, “Do your parents 
have a special book they hide in your home? Do they sing 
different songs to the ones we sing in school? Do they 
ever bow their heads or close their eyes and mumble?” In 
this way more than a few children have been the cause 
of their own families (including themselves) ending up in 
concentration camps.

The story that best illustrates this situation was told by a 
woman who came from an underground Christian family 
in North Korea. When she was about seven years old, she 
found a Bible in her home. Without hesitation, she knew 
she needed to inform the police. Her parents, underground 
Christian leaders, tied her up in a chair in order to prevent 

her from going out. They shared the Gospel with her, and 
she became a Christian (and later a church leader) rather 
than a government informer.

Children prompted to inadvertently reveal that their families are Christian
NORTH KOREA

Due to poverty and lack of education, Christians in Pakistan 
often borrow money from brick kiln owners. They are  
then required to work, making bricks, to repay the 
loan. The size of the loan tends to be small, but the 
terms are designed to keep it growing indefinitely.  
The family, including children as young as five, are forced  
to work at the brick kiln to pay the debt. These children 
spend 10 hours a day making bricks, instead of going  
to school.

A VOM worker recently visited families in a number of brick 
kilns and reported: “A family’s daily quota is 1,000 bricks 
per day, and they are not paid for bricks destroyed by the 
weather. An inspector is employed to check the bricks, 
taking 20% of the family’s income.

“These children, considered lower class, are open to all 
forms of abuse, including kidnapping and sex trafficking. 
I interviewed a number of parents whose daughters have 
been kidnapped, forced to marry Muslim men and convert 
to Islam. If they are not compliant, they can be sold into  
sex slavery.”

Voice of the Martyrs is committed to help break the 
intergenerational cycle of bonded labour and abuse and 
is supporting Mrs Y, the facilitator of education classes at 
seven brick kilns. The kilns are located in seven districts of 
Pakistan and Mrs Y is currently teaching 379 children. 

Many of these children will be the first literate members of 
their families.

Thank God for Mrs Y’s commitment to help Christian 
children in Pakistan and also for her strength, in the light 
of her own family’s experience with persecution. 

In 2015, her husband was working for Sharing Life Ministry 
Pakistan, a ministry that aids persecuted Christians. He 
and his brother boldly accused the government of failing 
to protect Christian minorities. Shortly afterwards both 
men, along with Mr Y’s eldest son, were wrongly accused 
of murder.

Their names appeared on wanted posters and were 
broadcast on the television news. The three men fled to 
Thailand in fear of their lives. 

Mrs Y and the couple’s other four children have not seen 
the three men since they fled. In Pakistan, the family is 
monitored by the authorities.

Mrs Y has taken three abandoned children into her home, 
giving her seven children to support.  

Please pray for the continued 
protection of Mrs Y’s children and  
for the reunion of this family.

Education for the brick kiln children
PAKISTAN

Christian children who can afford to attend 
school, often experience bullying and other forms 
of persecution. They are very often seated at the 
back of the class and given fewer privileges than 
Muslim students. 

While Pakistan’s constitution guarantees all 
students the right to study the basics of their 
religion, most minority students are forced to 
study Islam. The law in fact provides only for the 
study of ethics as an alternative to the Koran, 
which is basically a course on Islam, so students 
have no choice.
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The packs contained dried fruit, lollies, chocolates, biscuits, 
savoury snacks, Christian colouring books, colouring 
pencils and geometry boxes.  

Given the extreme needs of these families, food packs were 
also distributed. These packs contained flour, rice, lentils, 
sugar, cooking oil, vermicelli noodles and tea leaves.

Apart from providing groceries for the families and gifts for 
the children, we also distributed Bibles to those who had 
a basic knowledge of reading and an eagerness to read  
the Bible.   

Our distribution partner noticed that many children did 
not have proper clothes, so also bought jumpers for all  
the children.    

The packs were distributed in six different locations in 
Lahore, including a brick kiln in Raiwind and another  
in Lalyani.

After various Christmas programs, including the story 
of Christmas and children singing carols, the children  
each received a Christmas Care pack, and each family a 
food pack. 

Over 400 Christmas Care packs, nearly 200 food packs 
and 105 Bibles were given out.

In 2018, Christmas Care packs were distributed to children of the persecuted 
church in Pakistan. 

BRINGING JOY IN PAKISTAN

One of our distribution partners reports:

Since greater religious regulations were introduced in 
February 2018, the church in China has been especially 
persecuted. These gifts from outsiders prove to the believers 
that they are not alone, they have not been forgotten by the 
outside world. We all know that the easiest way to bring 
joy to parents is to bless their children. Once again, the 
Christmas Care outreach has brought encouragement and 
hope to the suffering church of China.  

Eleven hundred children in seven provinces in mainland 
China received Christmas Care packs. All of the  
beneficiaries are believers, all reside in persecuted 
regions and all are in low-income areas. We were able to 
minister to the following provinces: Anhui, Henan, Jiangsu, 
Guangdong, Yunnan, Liaoning and Beijing.

In 2018, Christmas Care packs were distributed to children of the persecuted 
church in China.

BRINGING JOY IN CHINA

From the field:

“The gifts we presented will not replace their 
loved ones who are in prison, but the gift of 
affection is with them in their time of sadness. 
After receiving the packs, they were deeply 
thankful, and their eyes filled with tears.”  

“A little boy called Yashwa, 10, is impaired with 
one leg and his father is not alive. Yashwa was 
seven when he was playing and fell and broke 
his leg. His parents didn’t have money for his 
treatment and so he was left with one leg.”  

“People are terribly poor; they don’t have 
sufficient money to fulfil their needs. The children 
were happy after receiving gifts and the women 
were extremely grateful.”   

“When we arrived with gifts the children ran 
behind the car and asked if the gifts were for 
them. The houses are not in a stable condition 
 and have been repaired with dung; children are 
forced to play where the buffaloes are kept.”   

“Some people and children were barefoot and 
they didn’t have warm clothes to put on in the 
cold winter. When the children looked at the 
gifts, they jumped with joy because their parents 
are not capable of purchasing such items for 
them.”  

  
“Thank God! All of the children and their parents are very grateful when they received those backpacks and 
saw so many items inside. They received not only those backpacks and so many items, but also the love from 
our Lord, Jesus Christ.

“One parent says that her daughter loves this backpack very much; wherever she goes, she carries it. They are  
very happy. 

“Thank you, our brothers and sisters, for your offering! May our Lord remember you all! God bless you!”

  
“Thank the Lord! And thank you, brothers and sisters, for your offering! Our kids are very happy and grateful for 
receiving these backpacks and the stationery. We feel God’s love. We are very thankful.

“Every day our kids carry their backpacks to go to school; they are going to school with your blessing and love. 
They love God more and more. They go to school with their ability to be positive to influence others and to love 
others. It all started with your love and selfless offering.

“Thank you very much! May our Lord remember and bless you all.”

From the field:



Westpac:  
BSB: 032 271  
Account No: 251377 

Swift: WPACAU2S (for international transfers)

Please include your name or supporter 
number in the description line.
 

Voice of the Martyrs 

PO Box 250 Lawson NSW 2783  
Australia  
p: 02 4759 7000

e: info@vom.com.au 

w: vom.com.au 

 

Remember the prisoners as if chained 
with them — those who are mistreated 
 — since you yourselves are in the  
body also. Hebrews 13:3

CHRISTMAS CARE

       

Published by and © Voice of the Martyrs Ltd 2019 unless 
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All rights reserved.

All donations over $2 to Voice of the 
Martyrs Australia are tax deductible

Discriminated against, denied education, and sometimes 
even separated from their parents, children are often the 
most defenceless victims of Christian persecution.

Our Christmas Care project will ensure many children in 
restricted nations will receive a gift this Christmas.

Each child will receive a children’s Bible, school supplies 
and other items, tailored to their specific country.

You can bring joy to a child of the persecuted church by 
gifting $30.

Instead of worrying about finding the perfect gift for your 
loved one this Christmas, consider giving them a present 
that will bring joy to children of the persecuted church.

Let us know that your donation is a gift. We will send  
you a card that you can give to your loved one. The card 
contains a message letting them know that you have  
given them the opportunity to bless a child with a 
Christmas Care pack (see below). 
 
To support this project go to vom.com.au/christmascare

Merry Christmas


