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SERVING PERSECUTED FAMILIES
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FROM OUR 
FOUNDER

Pastor Wurmbrand was imprisoned for 14 years  
in communist Romania between 1948 and 1964.  
He founded Voice of the Martyrs over 50 years  
ago to serve persecuted Christians. 

“When Christians in free countries win 
a soul for Christ, the new believer may 
become a member of a quietly living 
church. But when those in captive 
nations win someone, we know that he 
may have to go to prison and that his 
children may become orphans. The joy 
of having brought someone to Christ 
is always mixed with this feeling that 
there is a price that must be paid.”

Quoted from his book, Tortured for 
Christ $8.50 Code: B525

Richard Wurmbrand (1909 ─ 2001)

equipped in their Christian walk. By 
the grace of God and with your help, 
this is made possible. God’s Word 
transforms lives, so let us come 
together and see this accomplished. 
Remember to frequently uphold these 
children in your prayers.

“Then He took a little child and set 
him in the midst of them. And when 
He had taken him in His arms, He 
said to them, ‘Whoever receives one 
of these little children in My name 
receives Me; and whoever receives 
Me, receives not Me but Him who sent 
Me’” Mark 9:36-37. 

God bless.

Tony Benjamin 
CEO

EDITORIAL Dear fellow believers, 

The life and innocence of a child 
is precious. Yet, we observe in our 
troubled world the lives of children 
being enveloped by human atrocities, 
which robs them of their innocence. 
Parents are often separated from 
their children because of violence 
and unrest or because of their faith 
in Christ.

The children in this newsletter, 
from around the world, face difficult 
challenges in life but they have 
one thing in common: faith in  
their Saviour. 

In the midst of uncertainty the Bible 
tells us to have faith and hope. The 
faith of a child tends to be both 
fearless and simple. There is a 
careless nature displayed by children 
which has not yet developed into fear 
or anxiety. 

The resources and literature we aim 
to provide to children through our 
Christmas Care campaign are vital in 
assisting them to grow and become 

This seemed like a good solution, until her Muslim school 
friends came to realise why she was not attending the 
classes. She was a Christian! At first, some of her friends 
alienated her; they no longer wanted to be associated 
with ‘such’ a person. However, it didn’t stop there. Some 
decided that this situation needed to change. One day they 
physically assaulted her, grabbed her around the throat 
and shouted, “You need to be a Muslim!”

Beren was terrified. She became physically and emotionally 
ill and did not want to go to school any more. Her family 

After the age of 10, every child in 
Turkey must attend Islamic education 
classes. However, Beren’s family are 
Christian and so they were able to 
obtain permission for an exemption. 
During religion classes Beren was 
permitted to sit in another room and  
do other schoolwork. Beren would also 
not need to attend the religious exams.

LIFE AT SCHOOL 
tried to resolve the situation, meeting with the teachers 
and students. They were able to persuade the students to 
apologise to Beren, leading her to become more comfortable 
with attending school again. However, this event has taken 
its toll. Beren is now afraid of openly telling her friends that 
she is a Christian. Beren is still a faithful believer but has 
decided to attend the religious education classes to avoid 
being such an easy target in the future. 

There are so few Christians in Turkey that many young 
people find they are the only believers at their school. Pray 
that the young people of this land who face bullying will 
receive comfort and encouragement from God, and that He 
would provide Christian friends.

Voice of the Martyrs is supporting a youth ministry in 
Turkey to help and encourage Christian teenagers. The 
ministry runs Christian camps and events, and publishes 
high quality discipleship training material which helps their 
Christian growth and knowledge.
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As villagers watched Ritesh exchange the emptiness of worshipping idols for a 
relationship with the one true God, they accused him of converting his family  
to Christianity.

For 35 years, Ritesh regularly performed puja at a temple in 
southern India. Like millions of other Hindus who practise the 
ritualistic prayer, he lit sticks of incense, displayed colourful 
flowers, listened to meditative music and worshipped  
Hindu idols.

He often spent more than an hour in the temple meditating 
on Hindu texts. But as much as he longed for spiritual 
growth through these rituals, he and his family never felt a 
connection with their gods or found the peace for which they 
were yearning.

Then, one day in 2016, after a lengthy discussion about how 
to know God, a local shopkeeper named Pascal gave him 
a Bible. Ritesh read the book daily and soon learned that 
finding peace with the true God would mean losing peace 
with his neighbours.

Finally Meeting God

On an invitation from Pascal, Ritesh attended his first 
church service a few months after receiving the Bible. He 
was deeply moved by the Scripture readings, the sermon 
and the way the Christians worshipped. 

“It was like something interesting for me … a miracle of 
God,” he said. 

“He came to life. He came into the world and gave His life. I 
heard all those things. This is something interesting, not like 

A FATHER’S CRIME

the other things. That made me interested, and I started 
going to church.”

Ritesh’s wife, Vanya, joined him at church about four 
months later, and his three children began to attend on 
alternate Sundays so neighbours wouldn’t realise they were 
going to church. 

Despite his precautions, one Sunday morning Ritesh 
noticed a villager quietly monitoring his family’s 
activities. On another Sunday, several villagers seemed 
to be watching, and finally the whole village was talking  
about them. 

Pascal had started a Bible study with Ritesh around the 
same time, and one evening they studied Psalm 115. Ritesh 
was immediately struck by the contrast between Hinduism’s 
lifeless idols, which “have ears but cannot hear”, and the 
living God who hears and answers our prayers. After several 
months of reading the Bible, he abandoned the idols and 
their empty rituals to take up his cross and follow Jesus.  

“I knew there is the real God and the things we were 
worshipping were created from Him,” Ritesh said, “so I 
decided to stop worshipping the created thing and start 
worshipping the creator God.”

Pascal, who had experienced persecution from relatives 
and neighbours because of his Christian faith, warned 
Ritesh about the cost of following Christ. “Knowing God is 

not so easy,” he told him. “You will face a lot of trouble and 
problems. In this village you have to be very careful.”

But Ritesh courageously accepted the idea that he might 
one day face persecution. “Whatever problems will come,” 
he said, “let them come soon.”

Pressured to Deny Christ

Under the watchful and scornful eyes of his neighbours, 
Ritesh and his family continued to grow in faith.  
They enjoyed going to church because they felt God’s 
presence there. 

“The first time when I went to church … God spoke to me 
and I had peace in my heart,” Ritesh’s daughter said.  
“I used to get angry very much. I had a short temper and it 
all went away.”

The family read the Bible together from 5am to 8am every day 
and as they grew closer to the Lord, they saw Him bless their 
family in a variety of ways. At the same time, however, they 
also experienced increasing hostility from their neighbours. 
One day, men from a local Hindu temple warned Ritesh that 
if he and his family did not return to Hinduism they would 
be reported to the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a 
Hindu nationalist organisation that advocates for a purely 
Hindu nation. The RSS often deploys large mobs of angry 
Hindus to intimidate and beat newly converted Christians. 

A few days after receiving the warning, a large group of 
RSS members and Hindu leaders gathered at Ritesh’s 
house around 7pm. When he came to the door, the Hindus 
reinforced their previous warning, giving him and his family 
four days to reject Christianity. One of the men even entered 
Ritesh’s home, taking his Bible, journal and mobile phone. 
When the group left, Ritesh noticed that about 60 of his 
neighbours had also gathered outside, and vicious rumours 
about his family quickly spread throughout the village. 

Six days later, Ritesh arrived home from work to again find 
a large crowd outside his house. Suddenly, some men 
grabbed Ritesh, his wife and their children and dragged 
them to a local temple.

Once inside, they were forced to sit down in a row facing 
10 Hindu leaders. “Who do you worship,” they demanded, 
“Jesus or the Hindu gods? Are you a Hindu or a Christian?”

As the family sat in silence, one of the Hindu leaders 
clarified their intent. “We will kill you if you don’t leave 
Jesus,” he threatened. 

The men then began beating Ritesh and Vanya, while the 
terrified children began to cry. One of the leaders threw 
Ritesh’s Bible on the ground. “Who is the person who gave 
you this Bible?” he asked. “Tell us!” 

Ritesh remained silent.

Finally, after several hours of harassment, the Hindu 
leaders let the family go home, but their ordeal wasn’t over. 
People outside the temple had told police that Ritesh was 
a criminal who converted his family to Christianity, so the 

authorities soon arrived at his house to arrest him. 

After Ritesh was taken to jail, the Hindu leaders continued 
to intimidate Vanya, suggesting that her husband could be 
killed the next day and she would have no one to take care 
of her and the children. They again ordered her to return  
to Hinduism. 

“No,” she replied. “Whatever my husband does, we are 
going to follow it. We will not go back.”

Police held Ritesh at the police station for a while, before 
walking him outside to a waiting vehicle. Fearing what might 
come next, Ritesh began to pray. 

“I am surrendering my life to You, Lord,” he prayed. “If I die, 
I will die for You. If I live, I will live for You.”

New Life 

To Ritesh’s relief, the police officers drove him to his 
home. They then questioned him and his family for 
four hours, asking them why they had left Hinduism to  
become Christians.

The curious villagers again gathered at Ritesh’s home, 
many taking photos and videos as police interrogated them 
inside. Finally, the officers walked them out of the house 
and led them back to the temple, where they tried to force 
them to perform a Hindu ritual and return to Hinduism. 
When the family refused, the police let them go.

While Ritesh and his family may never again be accepted by 
their neighbours, God has restored some sense of normality 
to their daily lives. VOM helped them find a new home where 
they feel safe and provided Ritesh with a rickshaw so he can 
better support his family as a rickshaw driver. 

Ritesh occasionally sees some of his former persecutors 
when they use his rickshaw services, but they usually stay 
quiet when they recognise him. He simply shows them love, 
because he wants them to know the love of Christ that has 
given him peace with God. 
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Araj, 16, was living with her parents and three sisters in Upper Egypt.  
Her parents’ marriage had not been a happy one. They used to spend  
much of their time arguing with one another and eventually separated.

Araj’s mother, Malli, left the marriage and along with her 
four daughters moved to another area. The family struggled 
with daily life. Malli did not receive her legal entitlements, 
but as her former husband is a police national security 
officer, she could not do anything about it.

Malli went through a period of searching. She wanted to 
experience true faith. As a Muslim, she started to pray to 
Allah asking to be shown the way to him. She wanted to be 
convinced that Islam was true. Nothing changed; she kept 
searching. One day, she met with a VOM supported frontline 
worker who spoke to her about Jesus. She was very open to 
hearing about Him and listened intently as the leader spoke 
of Jesus’ love for her. 

Malli became convinced and accepted God’s gift of 
salvation. She was elated that she had finally found the true 
God! The frontline worker met with her regularly to help her 
grow in knowledge and understanding and she started to 
grow in faith. 

Malli wanted her daughters to know Jesus, so she brought 
them to a meeting, where Araj and two of her sisters also 
accepted Christ. The youngest daughter, however showed 
no interest. 

Soon after, Malli and her three believing daughters asked 
the Christian worker if they could be baptised. He agreed 
and arranged for the baptism to be held at his church. Malli 
and her three daughters were very happy at the baptism 
service; their hearts were filled with joy. 

They continued to meet with the worker regularly, to study 
God’s Word.

One day, Malli‘s former husband called the family and spoke 
to the youngest daughter. She advised him that her mother 
and sisters had become Christians and were baptised. The 
father was outraged. Later that night, he arrived at Malli’s 
home. He beat Malli, Araj and the two sisters; and then 
forcefully removed Malli’s clothing and turned her out into 
the street, naked. The father demanded the daughters 
renounce their new faith and return to Islam. They refused.

One of the neighbours heard the commotion and took 
Malli into her home and provided her with some clothing. 

EGYPT: THE COST OF  
FOLLOWING CHRIST  

Araj’s father took her and her sisters back to Upper Egypt, 
where the violence continued, this time at the hands of the 
extended family.

He then returned to Malli’s home, arrested his wife and 
took her to the national security office where she was 
interrogated, then tortured by the authorities. They 
demanded to know who told her about Christianity but, 
courageously, she refused to answer.  

Malli’s former husband then went back to Upper Egypt, 
where he imprisoned his Christian daughters in his home 
and continued to violently punish them. Araj received the 
worst treatment as she was the eldest; if she renounced 
her faith, it is likely her two sisters would have followed.

Araj, however would not deny her love for Jesus. She was 
determined to remain faithful. While suffering at the hands 
of her father, she asked Jesus to forgive him. In a rage, the 
father beat Araj more violently and, as a result, she died.

The father, full of sorrow because he had caused his 
daughter’s death, arranged for Malli to be set free. She 
returned home, along with her remaining daughters. 

Araj’s father was never charged with her death. The family 
lives in fear. 

Since Araj’s death, the youngest daughter has also come 
to faith in Jesus, though she suffers feelings of guilt over 
her sister’s death. 

Our contacts are providing spiritual and emotional support 
for Malli and her daughters. VOM Australia is also providing 
financial assistance for the family. 

Please pray for this family,  
that the Lord will provide  
protection and help them  
overcome what they have  
suffered. Pray too they  
will grow in their faith.

Miriam was very upset about the interaction and slipped 
away to a discrete corner and started to cry. Another lecturer 
approached her, asking why she was crying. Miriam told him 
what had transpired. He consoled her by saying, “You are 
free to wear or not to wear the hijab. No one has the right to 
instruct you to wear it.” 

This same lecturer challenged the one who had threatened 
Miriam, saying that he didn’t have the right to say what 
he did, and told him very clearly not to cause any future 
problems for her.

He told Miriam that if she faced similar opposition again, 
whilst studying at the university, he was available to help. 
Miriam asked him, “Are you Muslim sir?” he replied, “I was 
Muslim but now I am an atheist”. Miriam was surprised 
by his answer, but grateful that he was kind to her and 
defended her against the other lecturer. Miriam soon 
decided to become an atheist.

Sometime after completing her university studies, Miriam 
met a Christian leader and debated with him on the basis 
of Christianity. She met with him many times, challenging 
him to prove to her that Christian faith is the ‘right faith’. 
The Christian leader continued to answer her questions and 
Miriam began accompanying him to church. This led to her 
becoming a Christian.

After her conversion, Miriam’s faith was discovered 
accidentally at home. Her family became very angry with 
her and began torturing her, trying to force her to return to 
Islam.

Fearing for her life, Miriam fled to another town. 

Miriam’s father eventually discovered where she was living 

and forced her to come home. He tied her to a bed and 
began to torture her, aggressively trying to force her to deny 
her newfound faith.

Miriam managed to escape again. She travelled to 
Alexandria where she met a person working with a 
VOM partner ministry that aids and supports Muslim  
background believers. 

The ministry has helped Miriam find accommodation and 
has encouraged her to participate in trauma counselling. 
She is now 31 and has been diagnosed with cancer. She is 
currently undergoing chemotherapy.

Please remember to pray for Miriam, 
for her physical strength, mental 
health, and her spiritual growth.

As a university student, Miriam never 
wore a hijab. One day a Muslim lecturer 
asked, “Are you Christian?” When Miriam 
answered, “No sir, I am Muslim”, the 
professor became very angry and shouted, 
“Why you don’t wear hijab as a Muslim 
lady, to protect yourself as the Koran says?” 
He warned her that she would experience 
a very tough time at the university if she 
didn’t wear a hijab.

MIRIAMARAJ
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Discriminated against, denied education, and sometimes 
even separated from their parents, children are often the 
most defenceless victims of Christian persecution.

Our Christmas Care project will ensure many children in 
restricted nations will receive a gift this Christmas.

Each child will receive a children’s Bible, school supplies 
and other items, tailored to their specific country.

You can bring joy to a child of the persecuted church by 
gifting $30.

To support this project go to vom.com.au/christmascare

Westpac:  
BSB: 032 271  
Account No: 251377 

Swift: WPACAU2S (for international transfers)

Please include your name or supporter 
number in the description line.
 

Voice of the Martyrs 

PO Box 250 Lawson NSW 2783  
Australia  
p: 02 4759 7000

e: info@vom.com.au 

w: vom.com.au 

 

Remember the prisoners as if chained 
with them — those who are mistreated 
 — since you yourselves are in the  
body also. Hebrews 13:3

CHRISTMAS CARE
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