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FROM OUR 
FOUNDER

Pastor Wurmbrand was imprisoned for 14 years  
in communist Romania between 1948 and 1964.  
He founded Voice of the Martyrs over 50 years  
ago to serve persecuted Christians. 

“In our darkest hours of torture,  
the Son of Man came to us, making the 
prison walls shine like diamonds and 
filling the cells with light. Somewhere, 
far away, were the torturers below 
us in the sphere of the body. But the 
spirit rejoiced in the Lord. We would 
not have given up this joy for that of  
kingly palaces.”

Quoted from his book, Tortured for 
Christ $8.50 Code: B525

Richard and Sabina Wurmbrand

Those who do find work are at risk of 
being exploited, as it’s illegal for them 
to work. Employers often rob casual 
workers of their pay knowing they 
cannot complain to the authorities.

Our mission partner in the region acts 
as a beacon of hope and God’s love 
for Christian families who have left 
everything to escape the scourge of 
Islamic State. Families are provided 
with food, basic education, trauma 
counselling and regular visitations, to 
aid and encourage them.

We are supplying our mission partner 
with Christmas Care packs (including a 
children’s Bible) to be distributed to the 
children of Christian families, providing 
further spiritual encouragement and 
practical support.

The message of Christmas is critical 
for these children as it’s a message of 
hope.

“You are my hiding place and my 
shield; I hope in Your word”  
Psalm 119:114.

God bless.

Tony Benjamin 
CEO

EDITORIAL Dear Friends, 

As we prepare to celebrate this 
very important time in our Christian 
calendar, let us not forget or abandon 
those who don’t have the blessings 
and privileges we typically enjoy.

A recent trip to Amman, Jordan, 
emphasised the plight of approximately 
600,000 refugees from Iraq and Syria 
facing uncertainty and a fight for 
survival. 

My heart was stirred by a story of 
two young Christian Iraqi boys, who 
travelled over several months for 
hundreds of kilometres by foot through 
Iraq to Jordan, to find a place of safety 
after their village was attacked by 
Islamic State. They, like their fellow 
refugees, have no legal standing in 
Jordan so cannot attend a government 
school or receive basic health benefits. 
Their future rests ultimately in God’s 
hands as they wait on the United 
Nations for resettlement in the West. 
The wait is often prolonged and fraught  
with disappointment as told by a family 
with two young children who have seen 
others transit, yet still they wait, seven 
years on!

Money is scarce. Even the most basic 
daily needs are often unaffordable. 

When Mafeng was nine years old, his mother was murdered 
in a Fulani attack on Bangai, his village in the Riyom region 
of Nigeria’s Plateau State. Mafeng does not know his 
father. After the death of his only parent, Mafeng lived with 
his grandmother at Bangai. They had nowhere else to go. 

Fulani attacked Bangai again and Mafeng’s grandmother’s 
house was burnt to the ground. Mafeng and his grandmother 
were moved to a temporary displaced persons camp in a 
church closer to Riyom town. 

Camp life was difficult; there was not enough food. It was 
the dry season when cold northern winds blow endless 
dust in from the Sahara. They had no warm clothes; there 
was not enough firewood; many people were ill and there 
was no medical help available.

Attacks on farming villages in Nigeria’s 
north and central regions by semi-
nomadic Muslim Fulani cattle herders 
have devastated the lives of tens of 
thousands of people, blighting the 
future for children like Mafeng Dauda

A NEW HOPE THIS CHRISTMAS

It was Christmas time when Mafeng and his grandmother 
slowly travelled back to Bangai after peace had returned to 
the area. There was nothing left for them. They were forced 
to sleep on the floor of a neighbour’s house. That house 
had also been looted and little remained. 

On Christmas Day Mafeng and his grandmother went to 
church. Then they went to the village field to celebrate 
Christmas with those who had been able to find their way 
back to the decimated village. Thankful to God for being 
alive, they shared the little they had. They then faced the 
difficult task of rebuilding and replanting.

In August this year, Mafeng, now 14, was brought by 
friends to our partner mission Christian Faith Ministries 
(CFM) to enable him to attend school again. He had not 
been to school since the first attack, five years ago, when 
he was nine. He does not care that he is in a class with  
eight-year-olds. He does not mind that he has so much 
catching up to do. He is thankful to God to be in a safe and 
loving environment and to be in school again. 

This year, when Mafeng goes back to Bangai to spend 
Christmas with his grandmother he will be able to bring gifts 
with him, and best of all, both Mafeng and his grandmother 
will have hope for his future.
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In Christian communities in Pakistan, Christmas is a special time. In 
the local language, Christmas is known as Bada Din, meaning Big 
Day. Christians adorn their houses with fairy lights and decorations, 
including a star, a crib, a wreath and a Christmas tree. Santa hats and 
snowmen can also be seen.

If they can afford it, people buy new clothes to wear on 
Christmas day. Christmas cakes are bought or made to 
give away to family and friends. Christmas cards are sent 
to friends and relatives and gifts are exchanged with loved 
ones. 

Carol services and nativity plays are held in churches, where 
money is collected for local charities. On Christmas Eve, 
churches are packed with people; many attend midnight 
services and people stay up all night. There are fireworks, 
music and dancing. On Christmas Day, church services 
continue, and people offer their praise to God and dedicate 
to Him prayers for the nation. People go on to celebrate, 
enjoying time with family and friends.

Along with the festivities and celebration, a harsh reality 
exists, especially for those who live in Muslim dominated 
areas, where Christmas celebrations must be subdued 

CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS IN PAKISTAN

and private. Religious intolerance and violence against 
Christians have significantly increased in recent years 
and churches are regularly targeted. The government has 
failed to take action to protect Christians and their places 
of worship. Many churches have had to provide their own 
security arrangements.  

In addition to targeted attacks on Christian worshippers, 
violence against Christian women and forced conversion 
to Islam has reached unprecedented levels. Because of 
Pakistan’s blasphemy laws, Christians are also at risk of 
being falsely accused of blaspheming Islam, the Koran or 
Mohammed and harsh punishments are given as a result. 
Persecution is often combined with poverty as Christians 
suffer discrimination and lack of education opportunities. 

Despite the danger and the oppression, Christians in 
Pakistan remain strong in their faith. Christians will 

celebrate Christmas this year with their usual fervour and 
spirit. 

Please join with us in upholding our brothers and sisters in 
this restricted nation. Thank the Lord for their faithfulness 
and ask for their protection. Pray too that the reality of 
Christ’s humble sacrifice in coming to Earth, may bring 
great joy this Christmas.

Javed’s story 

In Pakistan, Christians are frequently trapped in a cycle 
of poor education and poverty. Many are employed as 
indentured servants in brick kilns or tree nurseries, as 
street sweepers and as sewage workers. 

Javed started working at a brick kiln in Punjab at the age 
of six. As a child, he was given just one small meal per day, 
he had little free time, and never received medical care or 
an education. 

Javed was forced to work to pay off the debt of a family 
member whom he didn’t even know. He was never informed 
of the details of the loan, including the total amount 
borrowed. Each time Javed made a mistake with one of his 
tasks, he was fined, and the loan debt was raised. Once, 
his ‘employer’ beat him because he said his performance 

was too slow. Once when he was a little older, Javed tried 
to escape, only to be apprehended by the local police who 
returned him to the brick kiln.

He and his family were required to work on Sundays and 
were not able to go to church. At Christmas, they were 
permitted to go to church but only on the condition that they 
would not attend as a family – at least one member had to 
stay behind to guard against escape. This was distressing 
for Javed’s family as Christmas in Pakistan is very much a 
family event.

Thanks to a ministry partner in Pakistan, Javed, now an 
adult, has recently been freed from bonded labour, though 
he is still greatly struggling. 

His wife died a few years ago from cancer as they could not 
afford medical treatment. He is now raising four children 
alone. He works long hours as a screen printer and is trying 
to provide a better life for his children. 

This year, he is looking forward to celebrating Christmas 
with his family in a traditional Pakistani way. He intends 
to decorate his house with Christmas decorations, buy 
Christmas cake and new clothes for his children, and attend 
church on Christmas day where he can share the joy of the 
season with friends and loved ones. 

Christmas in Iran

In the Islamic Republic of Iran, although the official religion is Shiite Muslim, many people 
celebrate Christmas. 

Ethnic Armenian and Assyrian Christians, though closely monitored, are allowed to practise their 
own faith. In observing Christmas, they celebrate Jesus as the Son of God.

Many Muslim people also celebrate Christmas. They enjoy Christmas trees and other decorations; 
they may even attend Christmas celebrations or social occasions. Christmas for these people is 
not recognised as a celebration of the birth of the Son of God, but rather the birth of a prophet 
of Islam.

Dangers are faced by Muslim background believers (MBBs) who want to gather for worship on 
Christmas Day. Converting from Islam to Christianity is considered apostasy and punishable by 
law – anywhere from a few years in prison to the death penalty. 

The authorities are ready and willing to arrest MBBs who openly recognise and celebrate the 
birth of Jesus, God Incarnate. For these believers, Christmas is celebrated quietly, in private and 
only with other trusted believers.
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Christmas Day is an official public holiday 
in Jordan and, although Christians make 
up less than 10% of the population, the 
majority of homes and businesses are 
adorned with Christmas decorations. 

Christians in Jordan celebrate the birth of Jesus as the 
Son of God, while the Muslim majority participates in the 
commercialism of Christmas – decorations, photos with 
Santa and gift giving. 

Whilst the constitution allows for this apparent freedom of 
religion in Jordan, the state religion is Islam and some laws 
appear to contradict the constitution and place restrictions 
on Christians. Those born into Christian families are allowed 
to worship openly and are not required to wear Muslim 
clothing. However, evangelism and conversions are met 
with retaliation by Muslim neighbours, friends and family 
members. In some cases, the government secret police will 
become involved and typically side with the Muslims. 

Christian converts from Islam face greater problems; they 
struggle to keep jobs and sometimes their children are taken 
away. Tribal authorities often discipline those considered 
guilty of religious infractions. Jordanian Christians are 
constantly aware that the government could be monitoring 
their activities through technology or informants. When 
Christians are imprisoned in Jordan for apostasy, it is rarely 
made known to the public.

In recent years, Christian ministry among Jordanian 
Christians has been largely focused on serving refugees. 
There is a significant number of Christian refugees from Iraq 
and Syria in Jordan, as it is one of the few Middle Eastern 
countries where it is relatively safe for Christians.

VOM works in partnership with a local mission responding 
to the needs of Christian refugees in Jordan. Our partner 
reports that refugees in the Middle East, including 
Jordan, are still living in less than ideal conditions. The 
coldest months are December and January and most of 

CHRISTMAS IN JORDAN

It was early in 1964 that a document was 
brought out of Russia. This document, 
signed by 120 Russian Christians, was 
dated February, 1964.

It tells a sad story of what happened on Christmas Day in 
1963 in the city of Barnaul in Russia, a holiday, celebrated 
in memory of the birthday of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
People cele brate by going to church, attending worship 
service, and of course their holiday dinner held in a  
festive mood. 

However, in Russia, on Christmas Day four Christians sat 
in the People’s Court in the city of Barnaul. They faced a 
stern judge who sentenced them under Statute 227 of 
the Soviet criminal code. Under this statute, the leader 
of an underground church group, Pastor Subbo tion, was 
sentenced to five years in prison. 

A lay Christian named Nicolai Khmara was sentenced 
to three years. His brother Wasili Khmara received 
three years. His sister Ludmila received a two-year  
suspended sentence. 

The families were in the court room. Many of their Christian 
friends were there, as were the wife of Nicolai Khmara and 
her four children. Nicolai was in the best of health, radiant 
and cheerful. Perhaps his family felt three years wasn’t too 
long, that time would pass speedily and their daddy would 
soon be back with them. Little did they know that this would 
be the last time they would see him alive. 

Two weeks later, the wife of Nicolai Khmara was notified by 
the Barnaul prison authorities that her hus band was dead. 
With some friends she came to the prison and received the 
body of her husband. They took the body home, placed it in 
a pine box, a coffin, in the living room. 

The four Khmara children, the eldest 13, and the youngest 
just one month, were there. The older children looked at 
their daddy, but could barely recognise him as his body was 
purple and blue. He had been beaten. There were marks on 
his wrists from chains and hand cuffs. He had been burned 
as though hot steel objects had been applied to the side of 
his stomach, and the bottom of his feet. Obviously, he had 
been brutally beaten to death. His mouth was stuffed with 
rags. On removing the rags, she found that his tongue had 
been cut out, no doubt because his jailers did not want to 
hear his Christian testimony. 

IT HAPPENED ON 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
by Paul Voronaeff

Yes, Nicolai Khmara died a horrible death. Yet, what was 
the terrible deed he had committed? What was the terrible 
crime for which he had to pay with his life? Nicolai and 
his three friends had met secretly in the nearby village 
of Kulunda in the true fashion of an underground church  
in Russia. 

Several times they had applied to the authorities for 
permission to worship, but their requests were denied, 
because the hall where they wanted to meet didn’t have 
the sanitary and other facilities the officials demanded. 

Many Christians came to pay their last respects during  
the four days Nicolai Khmara’s body lay in the simple coffin 
in the family living room. It was a solemn and mournful 
funeral procession. 

The body was carried on the shoulders of friends to the 
cemetery. The funeral procession wound through the 
streets of the city of Barnaul.

FROM OUR ARCHIVES

The Moses Church on the Mount Nebo in Jordan

Dear Friends,

As we close the chapter on another year, I would like to take the opportunity to thank everyone who has so 
faithfully and diligently supported our much-needed work.

The year has been testing, with more people needing our help than ever before. By the grace of God and 
with your generosity, we have been able to make a difference in the lives of many of our brothers and sisters 
persecuted for their faith in Jesus. An unlimited thank you to those who went above and beyond in assisting us 
with our fundraising dinners and our conference, in addition to our regular donors.

All God’s richest blessings to you and your loved ones during this most important time in our Christian calendar 
as we celebrate the birth of our Saviour, Jesus.

Tony Benjamin 
CEO

the refugees don’t have resources to buy blankets and 
appropriate heating systems to warm up their houses. 

Christmas for a refugee in Jordan can be lonely and 
sometimes without much joy. Many can’t share the 
happiness of this time with their family because they are 
separated. Family members may be in other Middle Eastern 
regions as refugees or have received visas and immigrated 
to other countries.

Our mission partner provides encouragement to these 
families, through distributing food baskets and gifts for 
children. They host a Christmas event in the church where 
families come together in a big hall to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus and to enjoy fellowship and a communal meal.

Our Christmas Care project will ensure many of the refugee 
children in Jordan will receive a gift this Christmas, including 
a children’s Bible.



Discriminated against, denied education, and sometimes 
even separated from their parents, children are often the 
most defenceless victims of Christian persecution.

Our Christmas Care project will ensure many children in 
restricted nations will receive a gift this Christmas.

Each child will receive a children’s Bible, school supplies 
and other items, tailored to their specific country.

You can bring joy to a child of the persecuted church by 
gifting $30.

To support this project go to vom.com.au/christmascare

Westpac:  
BSB: 032 271  
Account No: 251377 

Swift: WPACAU2S (for international transfers)

Please include your name or supporter 
number in the description line
 

Voice of the Martyrs 

PO Box 250 Lawson NSW 2783  
Australia  
p: 02 4759 7000

e: info@vom.com.au 

w: vom.com.au 

 

Remember the prisoners as if chained 
with them — those who are mistreated 
 — since you yourselves are in the  
body also. Hebrews 13:3

PRAYER POINTS  
FOR CHRISTMAS

       

Published by and © Voice of the Martyrs Ltd 2019 unless 
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All rights reserved.

All donations over $2 to Voice of the 
Martyrs Australia are tax deductible

• Pray for believers in restricted nations who 
will celebrate Christmas secretly for fear  
of discovery.

• Pray for Christians who will spend Christmas 
separated from their loved ones.

• Pray for those who have been displaced 
from their homes through targeted violence.

• Ask the Lord to protect believers in hostile 
areas who will openly gather to celebrate.

• Pray the Lord will reveal Himself to many in 
restricted nations this Christmas.

Merry Christmas 
As another year serving the persecuted church draws 
to a close, we remember you and appreciate your 
support. We offer our sincere thanks, and wish you 
peace and joy. 

From all of us at VOM Australia


