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major reconstructive surgeries. 
We are there to step in and make a 
difference where needed. 

I pray that as this new year starts 
to gather momentum, it will bring a 
prosperity of our souls to draw us into 
a closer relationship and walk with 
Christ. A close Christian walk is evident 
to us every time we meet our brothers 
and sisters in restricted nations and 
listen to their testimonies. We realise 
that endurance and being able to 
overcome is made possible through a 
dependent relationship with our Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus.

Please continue to pray for our 
brothers and sisters who require and 
await medical assistance, that we 
may be able to support their needs 
adequately through your help and 
God’s overflowing blessing.

“And those who know Your name will 
put their trust in You; For You, LORD, 
have not forsaken those who seek 
You” Psalm 9:10.

God bless.

Tony Benjamin 
CEO

EDITORIAL Dear Friends,

Triumphant joy over adversity, and 
staying the course, is the message 
emanating from our stories in  
this edition.

Adversity takes many forms and none 
more than having ongoing medical 
challenges and struggles, in addition 
to spiritual ones. I am constantly 
encouraged by fellow believers in 
persecuted countries as they display 
extreme discipline in their faith.  
They know where their daily help 
comes from, and the Word is 
confessed and prayed over everything 
they face and endure.

In the 68 countries where Voice of the 
Martyrs has a presence and serves, 
there are ever-growing needs, as we 
find and reach more Christians who 
suffer under repressive regimes.  

Through the vital medical help we 
provide, we see lives transformed. 
We have provided much-needed 
treatment for Christians who were 
losing their sight, just because no 
help was available. We provide 
other essentials like clean water, 
medication, prosthetics and even 

FROM OUR 
FOUNDER

Pastor Wurmbrand was imprisoned for 14 years in communist 
Romania between 1948 and 1964. He founded Voice of the 
Martyrs over 50 years ago to serve persecuted Christians. 

“We cannot always judge man for only 
one part of his attitude. If we did so, we 
would be like the Pharisees in whose 
eyes Jesus was seen as bad, because 
He did not respect their rules about the 
Sabbath. They closed their eyes entirely 
to what would have been lovable in 
Jesus, even in their sight.”

Quoted from his book, Tortured for Christ 
$8.50 Code: B525

Richard Wurmbrand (1909 ─ 2001)
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Yet some of his family condemned his new faith, making 
Jonah eat separately and threatening to shoot him if he did 
not return to Islam. Then, in September  2006, the threats 
became a reality, as masked gunmen entered the shop 
where he was working and opened fire. 

Although Jonah’s left arm required amputation, he survived 
against all expectation.

When a Voice of the Martyrs worker met him in 2007, 
he arranged to provide Jonah with a prosthetic arm to 
help him continue his work of preaching the Gospel in  
northern Pakistan. 

Recently, a VOM worker reconnected with Jonah, visiting 
him in his small rented room, and found that his passion 
for evangelism had not waned since the attack. While his 
family continued to pressure him to leave Christianity after 
the shooting, Jonah boldly shares the Gospel wherever  
he goes. 

Knowing that some Pakistani Christians decide to leave 
the country after facing opposition for their faith, the 
VOM worker asked Jonah if he ever thought about leaving 
Pakistan. “Why should I?” said Jonah, who has served as 
a frontline worker for more than 10 years. “If I experience 
persecution, I just move on to a new area. There are plenty 
of places in Pakistan that need the Gospel.”

NOT FORGOTTEN 

As a young man, Jonah’s search for 
God led him to a jihadi training camp 
where he was taught how to kill. As 
he continued his search and studies, 
he eventually found a Bible and 
miraculously placed his faith in Christ, 
later leading his uncle and several 
other family members to Christ as well.

Susan Ithungu accepted Christ as 
a young girl in 2009. When her 
Muslim father found out, he beat 
and threatened her in unsuccessful 
attempts to force her to deny Christ.  
He then locked her in a small space  
in their mud shanty.

SUSAN: UGANDA

Noticing that Jonah’s prosthetic arm was quite worn, the 
VOM worker offered to provide him with a replacement. 
Jonah told him he’d rather have the funds to spend on 
evangelism materials. 

The VOM worker has since arranged for Jonah to have both 
a new prosthetic arm and more tools to help him share the 
Good News. 

She was rescued after six months, having survived on small 
amounts of food and water that her brother was able to 
secretly give to her. Susan suffered from untreated malaria 
while locked away and the months of calcium deficiency 
affected her growing bones, resulting in permanent  
leg damage.

Susan, now a teenager, has endured multiple surgeries. In 
September 2018 she developed an infection in her thigh 
that required another surgery and a long recovery.

Voice of the Martyrs continues to help Susan, now living with 
a Christian caregiver, with her ongoing medical expenses as 
well as general living costs.

JONAH: PAKISTAN
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Weeks before his wife’s death, 
James had a casual discussion 
with her about whether either of 
them would remarry if the other 
died. James told her he wanted 
to die first so their two daughters 
would have a mother to care for 
them, and his wife, Mary, teased 
him by saying she would remarry. 
But then she grew more serious, 
telling him she had a sense that 
she would die first. James didn’t 
think much of the conversation 
until later, when Mary was killed 
in an attack on their Christian 
village in central Nigeria.
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A STOLEN FUTURE
James was in the city donating blood at a hospital on the day 
of the attack. When he called home around noon, Mary told 
him not to come home because they had heard gunshots in 
a nearby community and she wanted him to avoid travelling 
through an area of conflict. 

She was not yet aware that Fulani Islamic militants were 
attacking the entire region of Barkin Ladi, outside Jos. 
Beginning at 7am on Saturday 23 June 2018, the heavily 
armed militants swept through the area, using plastic 
garden sprayers to shower houses with petrol before setting 
them alight. Mary called James in the early afternoon, crying 
and telling him the attackers had entered their village. 

Mary gathered their two-year-old daughter, Melody, in her 
arms and ran with their six-year-old daughter, Marvelous, for 
the safety of the surrounding bush. But they immediately 
encountered militants. Marvelous was hit on the head 
and knocked unconscious, while Melody was shot in the 
stomach. The bullet passed through Melody’s body and 
lodged in her mother’s chest, killing Mary instantly. The girls 
lay near their mother’s body through the afternoon, until 
someone found them. 

James heard nothing until the next morning when his sister 
called to tell him that Mary had been killed but their two 
daughters had survived. 

He immediately rushed to the hospital to be with Melody, 
who was being taken into surgery. He stayed in the hospital 
with her for two months while she underwent two surgeries 
to repair her intestines. 

James even missed his wife’s funeral, as the 86 people 
killed in the Barkin Ladi massacre received a hasty mass 
burial under the protection of Nigerian security forces. 

James was filled with grief and questions.

“If I’d known I would be a widower at age 29, would I even 
have gotten married? Why did the God we serve allow this to 
happen to us? Why me?” 

While many women have lost husbands in the violence in 
northern Nigeria, it is less common for men to lose their 
wives. Islamic militants usually target men because they 
know men are often a family’s sole source of support. In this 
attack, however, James said he knows of five other men who 
lost their wives. One of the men lost 11 family members.

James is thankful he still has his daughters and his parents 
who help care for the girls while he works. 

James’s grief was compounded by also losing his home. 
He and his family lived in a camp for displaced people for 
eight months, but they still could not return home. The 
neighbouring Fulani who had attacked the village, moved 
into the remaining homes and took the land. 

James’s older daughter, Marvelous, later told him that the 
man who killed her mother used to visit their house and eat 
dinner with them. “He was one of the men who took Mummy 

to see Jesus,” she said, naming the man. James also learned 
that the attackers had chanted, “Jihad is compulsory” and 
“We have killed the infidels!” 

For many weeks, James was angered when he thought of 
the men who killed his wife. “I didn’t want to see them,”  
he said. 

As a Christian, he knew about persecution, but he never 
thought it would happen to him. He felt like his future had 
been stolen. 

A short time before the attack, James had graduated from 
university with a degree in environmental health and had 
finished the two-year national service required of every 
graduate. Their farm had supported the family, and he had 
considered going back to university for a master’s degree in 
public health. With no land and two young girls to support 
on his own, James now works as a tin miner.

Housing prices in the city have risen sharply because of 
the influx of Christians displaced by militant attacks and, 
although James earns an income, he needs help to meet 
family expenses. Voice of the Martyrs has been assisting 
James with rent, school fees, clothing and medical care 
since January 2019. 

In addition, he is also meeting with a specially trained VOM 
worker who functions somewhat like a social worker for the 
many persecuted believers VOM serves in Nigeria. 

The worker meets weekly with each persecuted believer to 
check in on his or her progress, which has been a great help 
in moving traumatised people out of shock and into a place 
of self-sufficiency. 

After several months in the programme, James’s outlook on 
life had brightened. 

“I feel like I have people who care for me,” he said. 

Being reminded that he is supported by his Christian family 
has restored his faith in God, and he says it is even stronger 
than before.

“God is good!” he told a VOM worker. “I feel I have a God, a 
living God who will never forsake me.” 

He still finds it difficult to interact with the militant Fulani 
villagers who attacked his village and killed his wife, but he 
intentionally greeted them on a recent trip. 

James still wonders why the Lord chose to take his wife and 
not him, but he sees God providing for him as needs arise. 
“I feel loved,” he told a VOM worker. 

He asked for prayer for himself and his two daughters, 
Marvelous and Melody, as well as for all Nigerian Christians 
who have lost family members, homes and land. 

“Pray that God will strengthen us and make us strong in our 
faith and provide for our desires,” he said, “because as it is 
now it’s like we don’t have a heritage, we don’t have a land.” 

James and our other Nigerian brothers and sisters who have 
been scarred by this violence may have lost their loved ones 
and land, but they have not been lost to the Lord.
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When Ramzi converted to Christianity from Islam about eight years ago, the 
persecution he faced in his Middle Eastern country started out small. Muslims 
would call him names, including ‘infidel’ and he received frequent threats. 

Then, as the former sheikh began boldly sharing the 
Gospel and leading Muslims to Christ, he was occasionally 
attacked and beaten, which he expected as a follower of 
Jesus. What he didn’t expect was seeing his 15-year-old 
son, Samee, lying unconscious in an intensive care unit 
after being violently attacked simply because his father 
refused to deny Christ.

“Before we really knew what condition he was in, we 
knew that the Lord was with us and we didn’t feel anger,”  
Ramzi said. 

“Of course there was crying, but there was not anger. 
I feel like the Lord took my anger. I had been praying at 
the hospital, ‘Lord, I am giving You my son and whatever 
happens to him with the doctors, it is up to You.’”

As Samee had been walking through his village the morning 
of Saturday 19 March 2016, a man on a motorbike struck 

him from behind, leaving him for dead on the side of the 
road. Neighbours who saw the incident rushed Samee to 
hospital, where he remained unconscious for three days. 
After regaining consciousness, he underwent several 
surgeries to repair his arm, which was broken in three 
places. He also suffered multiple cuts and bruises and lost 
hearing in his left ear.

Ramzi knew the attack was in response to his own refusal 
to renounce his faith when confronted by 60 village elders 
and sheikhs. Many people encouraged him to report 
the incident to authorities and sue the attacker in court. 
Instead, he made a phone call.

“The day the guy ran my son over and put him in the 
hospital, I called him up – I knew who he was – and said, ‘I 
am forgiving you’,” Ramzi said. “The guy was very surprised; 
he remained silent and didn’t say anything. I am confident 
that if someday I get to see him again, that he will come 

A FAMILY PAYS FOR A  
FATHER’S APOSTASY



7
FEBRUARY 2020

In 2017, Voice of the Martyrs helped Ramzi’s family relocate 
to a new city, where Samee continues to recover from his 
injuries. VOM helps the family pay rent and other living 
expenses, as well as ongoing medical costs. “You are an 
example of love,” Ramzi said about VOM and its supporters. 

Ramzi continues to grow as a leader and encourages from 
afar the groups of believers he used to lead. He and his 
family are thankful to continue their ministry and experience 
the blessings of a new community of believers.

“As it became much more difficult for us to endure the 
persecution, the grace of God increased with it,” Ramzi 
said. “But there came a point where we could not continue. 
When we couldn’t walk any more, we came out and the Lord 
gave us family … a family of faith. [The persecution] was 
nothing compared to how the Lord Jesus Christ suffered on 
our behalf.”

Although Ramzi and his family have experienced great pain 
and loss, they know God is with them and that He will help 
them face whatever may lie ahead. 

“The grace of God is so great in our lives,” he said. “It is 
without boundaries. Everything that happened truly was 
hard, but we are not upset. We are happy because God 
has chosen us, so we have given our lives completely 
to Him. Before, we were living in a life of darkness and 
a life of ignorance. After we came to faith in Christ, we 
experienced joy like we have never experienced before. We 
see something new every day.” 

“The grace of God is so great in our 
lives. It is without boundaries. Everything 
that happened truly was hard, but we 
are not upset. We are happy because 
God has chosen us, so we have given 
our lives completely to Him.”

to faith in Christ.” Ramzi’s wife, Palma, had a harder time 
putting it behind her. “It was really difficult,” she said. “Here 
is my son in the hospital. He is broken and I am his mother, 
but because of our faith we have to forgive.”

A police officer eventually came to the hospital to investigate 
the attack on Samee, but Ramzi didn’t want to press 
charges. He wanted only for his son to be healed and God 
to be glorified.

As serious as the attack on Samee was, it wasn’t the 
only persecution the family endured. One night a mob 
surrounded their home, throwing rocks and smashing their 
windows. Even as rocks were hitting the house, Ramzi 
climbed up on the roof to pray for God’s protection and for 
those who were throwing the stones. “I wanted to see my 
attackers’ faces,” he said.

Sometime later, the mob returned to attack both Ramzi’s 
house and that of his brother. Islamic extremists sprayed 
the houses with bullets before setting them on fire. 

Believers gather on a riverbank 
for a baptism in the Middle East
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Westpac:  
BSB: 032 271  
Account No: 251377 

Swift: WPACAU2S (for international transfers)

Please include your name or supporter 
number in the description line.
 

Voice of the Martyrs 
PO Box 250 Lawson NSW 2783  
Australia  
p: 02 4759 7000

e: info@vom.com.au 

w: vom.com.au 

 

Remember the prisoners as if chained 
with them — those who are mistreated 
 — since you yourselves are in the  
body also. Hebrews 13:3

VOMedical
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otherwise indicated. Names may have been changed to protect 
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Bible. Copyright © 1982 Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved.

All donations over $2 to Voice of the 
Martyrs Australia are tax deductible

You can help our brothers and sisters who have been 
injured or suffer ill health as a result of persecution. 

Our VOMedical fund provides for the diagnosis and 
treatment of both physical injury and illness resulting 
from various forms of persecution.

To support this project go to  
vom.com.au/vomedical


