
1
JANUARY 2020

JANUARY 2020

VOMedical



2
JANUARY 2020

Then there are the minority 
Christians in Pakistan who suffer 
severe discrimination and a lack of 
opportunity which brings poverty and 
a deficiency of basic medical care. 
Something as simple as providing a 
cataract operation can restore sight 
and help ensure a fuller and more 
productive life.

Amira, who I recently met in Jordan, 
has stage III cancer and is in desperate 
need. She is a Christian refugee 
who was forced to flee violence and 
unrest in Iraq. There are no medical 
services available to her in Jordan. 
Her husband who is unemployed is 
caring for her full-time. 

It’s difficult for us to comprehend the 
desperate need our suffering brethren 
face. 

We pray many of you will partner with 
us in providing much-needed medical 
assistance for our suffering brothers 
and sisters.

“Beloved, I pray that you may prosper 
in all things and be in health, just as 
your soul prospers” 3 John 2.

God bless.

Tony Benjamin 
CEO

EDITORIAL Dear Friends,

As we enter a new year, current 
circumstances in our troubled world 
urge us to pray and act. Persecuted 
believers whom we serve, receive as 
much help and support as we can 
provide, and this often extends to 
their physical well-being. 

Our brothers and sisters in restricted 
nations including Vietnam, Egypt, 
Jordan and Nigeria – featured in this 
edition – require medical care. These 
believers, who do not ask for help but 
endure with dignity, are the unsung 
heroes of our faith. 

As minority Christians, they receive 
little or no help from the authorities 
and so it is up to their fellow 
believers to stand in the gap to 
provide much-needed relief from  
persecution-related illness or injury. 

One group of believers we are 
supporting comprises released 
prisoners from Vietnam.  Many of them 
have ongoing medical needs because 
of the brutal incarceration they have 
had to endure while imprisoned 
unjustly for their faith. We also know 
of women and children in Jordan, 
who have lost husbands and fathers 
through persecution and cannot 
afford even basic medical assistance. 
They too need our support. 

FROM OUR 
FOUNDER

Pastor Wurmbrand was imprisoned for 14 years in communist 
Romania between 1948 and 1964. He founded Voice of the 
Martyrs over 50 years ago to serve persecuted Christians. 

“One great lesson arose from all the 
beatings, tortures, and butchery of the 
Communists: that the spirit is master of 
the body. We felt the torture, but it often 
seemed as something distant and far 
removed from the spirit which was lost 
in the glory of Christ and His presence 
with us.”

Quoted from his book, Tortured for Christ 
$8.50 Code: B525

Richard Wurmbrand (1909 ─ 2001)
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While most IDP camps have medical facilities, they are 
understaffed and under-resourced. Thousands of people 
live in IDP camps indefinitely, with insufficient sanitary 
facilities, healthcare and privacy. Assault and rape are 
common violations, resulting in unplanned pregnancy for 
many women and underage girls. In these cases, fear of 
stigmatisation generally prevents the woman or girl seeking 
out appropriate medical care, leading often to maternal 
transmission of diseases like hepatitis and HIV.  

The polio eradication efforts in Nigeria, promoted by the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation in 2012, were set to see 
polio ended in Nigeria by 2017. They were sending teams 
of trained women into the rural north, vaccinating children 
under five. But then, Boko Haram (direct translation, 
“Western education is a sin”) spread propaganda that the 
vaccine was a sterilisation drug to stop Muslim families 
reproducing. Thirteen vaccinators were killed by Boko 
Haram in an attack. People stopped allowing their children 
to take the free vaccine because of the fear and distrust 
they had for Western medicine, and Boko Haram. Polio 
began to increase and, today, vaccinators are still trying 
to recoup their efforts. The incidence of polio in Nigeria  
is abundant. 

Voice of the Martyrs is supporting a clinic in Nigeria, 
set up by our ministry partner, to make vital medical 
treatment available to those who most need it. Many 
of the recipients have been displaced through religious 
violence. Here they have access to on-site doctors who 
provide surgery, medicine, dental care, maternal care and  
specialist treatment.

Nigeria is sharply divided along 
religious lines with a Muslim-
dominated north. Nearly all Christians 
in north-eastern Nigeria have lost 
family members to Boko Haram 
and Islamic militant Fulani violence. 
Thousands of Christians remain 
in camps designated for internally 
displaced people (IDP).  These camps 
are rife with disease and human rights 
violations, most especially against 
women and children.

CARING FOR THE PERSECUTED  
IN NIGERIA



4
JANUARY 2020

Voice of the Martyrs, together with our 
partners in Egypt, is funding mobile 
medical clinics for Christians suffering 
from persecution and poverty in Egypt. 
This specialised medical project provides 
much-needed assistance for five villages, 
where Christians, including Muslim 
background believers (MBBs), face 
discrimination and oppression in 
Muslim-dominated areas.

The medical team includes specialists in abdominal, 
paediatrics, dermatology, gynaecology, ENT and 
ophthalmology. 

Providing medical care for these believers not only 
assists those suffering from illness or injury but is also an 
opportunity to provide spiritual encouragement.

Mohammed and his wife Zainab are MBBs. They were 
both suffering from digestive complaints and came to the 
medical clinic in search of relief. One of our contacts warmly 
received them at the clinic, where they were diagnosed and 
given medicine to help in their recovery.

Mohammed was amazed by the love and care he and Zainab 
received at the clinic. Whilst there, he felt encouraged to 
share with our partner some of the struggles they have 
faced as new Christians. 

After putting their trust in Christ, they longed to learn more 
about their new faith and enjoy the fellowship of other 
believers. They had not found a church which was open to 
them. In Egypt, some established churches are fearful and 
suspicious of former Muslims, not believing their conversions 
are genuine and scared that they want to infiltrate the 
church in order to harm the members. Mohammed and 
Zainab found the lack of welcome discouraging; they felt 
isolated and alone.

Upon hearing this, our contact invited Mohammed and 
Zainab to come to his church, where they found the warm 
and welcoming fellowship they craved. They now attend 
church regularly and have gone on to join one of the 
discipleship groups associated with the church. 

Mohammed and Zainab recently told our contact that since 
coming to the clinic, their lives have changed completely. 
Mohammad has asked whether he may volunteer at the 
medical clinic when it next comes to their village in order to 
extend the love he and Zainab have received.

PROVIDING MEDICAL AND SPIRITUAL 
CARE IN EGYPT
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“Each of these clinics 
not only assists the body 
of Christ with medical 
treatment but also we 
have the opportunity 
to treat spiritually and 
encourage the broken-
hearted. It is such a 
blessing to be part of 
this ministry.”  
– medical coordinator, Egypt

Issa, another MBB, left Islam for Christianity two years ago. Filled 
with zeal for his new faith, he decided to inform his family about his 
commitment to follow Christ. Outraged by his confession, they started to 
beat him. In the scuffle, they noticed Issa had drawn a cross on his wrist, 
similar to the tattoos worn by Egyptian Coptic Orthodox Christians. Seeing 
this caused further anger and, as a result, one of Issa’s brothers sliced 
Issa’s wrist and severed his artery.

In fear, Issa fled the house and took himself to hospital. After receiving 
preliminary first aid, he fled to Upper Egypt, fearing his family would 
pursue him. Still suffering from his wound, he heard about VOM’s mobile 
medical clinics and went for treatment. There one of the surgeons 
provided him with the comprehensive care he needed and he has  
since recovered. 

Please pray for Issa’s continued protection. Pray that he will be an 
effective witness for the Gospel. Pray too for his family, that they will come 
to know the message of salvation through Christ.
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Life was tough for Ali even as a Muslim in Syria but when he was forced to flee 
seven years ago, he found Christ.

Ali was living in a town in Syria where known terrorists with 
links to Islamic State were also residing; in fact, he had 
even rejected their invitation to join them. 

One day, a bomb went off in his town, injuring him and  
many others. 

When he was in hospital recovering from his injuries, 
the government, who were investigating the bombing, 
considered everyone in the town a terrorist – even those 
who were innocent. 

When he was released from the hospital, Ali was immediately 
arrested by the secret police and sent to jail. 

Jail in Syria was a horrific experience for Ali.

“I was beaten every single day and subjected to all kinds of 
torture just to get me to confess that I was a terrorist. I was 
tied up, given electric shocks and hung upside down daily,” 
he recalls.

Every day he expected to die, as many people were killed. 

By chance, another man with the same name was 
imprisoned. This man happened to be the son of an army 
general and was to be released. Due to an error, officials 
mistakenly released Ali instead and after 14 months in jail, 
he was freed.

Islamic State found out that Ali had been released and 
were plotting to kill him. “No one was released from jail 
unless they worked for the secret police and, also because 
I rejected them, they were after me.”

The prison authorities soon discovered their error, but Ali 
acted quickly and fled the country. He first flew to Lebanon 
with his mother and sister before moving to Jordan to live.

After living in Jordan for a few years, Ali married, and his wife 
soon became pregnant but tragically she died in childbirth. 

Ali was left a widower with a newborn son. 

At this time Ali was still a devout Muslim, reciting the 
Koran daily. One day, he noticed something new – that the 
Koran mentioned the prophet named Jesus more than it 
mentioned Mohammed.

“I noticed that this character was different, he wasn’t just 
a normal prophet, he acted different and spoke of bringing 
peace,” Ali says. 

He met with a known Christian pastor, who had been 
helping him, and asked him for a Bible.

“I wanted to know about Christians,” he says. “In Islam and 
in mosques they talk about Christians as if they are bad 

ALI’S STORY

people. But when I came to Jordan these bad people were 
the only ones to help me, the only ones to feed me, the 
only ones who encouraged me. These ‘bad people’ were 
actually good people.”

Ali began to read the Bible and gave his life to Jesus. He 
soon joined the church and began ministry.  

Sadly, his difficulties didn’t end there. 

The Muslim company that he worked for discovered he had 
converted to Christianity and made his life difficult before 
framing him for stealing money and firing him. They also 
told other companies not to hire him. 

Ali hasn’t had permanent work for six months and he 
still suffers the physical effects from his time in prison, 
but cannot afford adequate medical care. He is serving 
the Lord, ministering to Muslims through the Koran and  
the Bible

The local pastor who led Ali to the Lord continues to 
help him and says he would love to see Ali in full-time 
ministry. He believes he has a gift to help other Muslims  
find Christ.

VOM will continue to help refugees in Jordan.

“When I came to Jordan these bad 
people were the only ones to help 
me, the only ones to feed me, the 
only ones who encouraged me. 
These ‘bad people’ were actually 
good people.”
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In the recent past, the government has 
used imprisonment of believers as a 
way of oppressing the church. The most 
common reasons for imprisonment 
have included preaching the Gospel, 
gathering without permission, 
protesting against the government 
in response to confiscation of 
Christian-owned land and lack of 
freedom to worship. During the past 
two decades, hundreds of Christians 
have been arrested and sent to prison 
or labour camps for sentences ranging 
from four to seventeen years.

Vietnam has a repressive 
communist government, which 
actively persecutes Christians. 
Minority tribal groups, such as 
the Hmong, typically face the 
most violent and severe forms 
of persecution.

CARING FOR RELEASED PRISONERS
Life in a Vietnamese prison is 
exceedingly difficult, and prisoners are 
frequently beaten and tortured for their 
faith. There have been several reports 
of prisoners dying while in prison due 
to ill treatment. All prisoners tend to 
have chronic health problems due to 
poor living conditions, shortage of 
food and medicine, and a lack of clean 
water. The temperature inside the 
prison varies considerably throughout 
the year, sometimes to dangerous 
levels – prisoners often do not have 
sufficient clothing to keep warm in 
winter. Each day, they are required to 
work very hard and the given quotas 
are difficult to meet.

Released prisoners are usually in 
very poor health. The most common 
medical conditions include nerve and 
muscular damage, back problems, 
malnutrition, digestive disorders, 
hepatitis and heart problems. Medical 
treatment is essential to help ensure 
the released prisoner can return to a 
normal life, including the opportunity 
to provide for his family.

Our contacts in Vietnam have 
compiled an extensive report on the 
medical needs of recently released 
prisoners. We are currently in the 
process of arranging for each one to 
have a complete medical examination 
and appropriate treatment. 

Sending Christians to jail because of 
their faith is currently not the primary 
method which the government uses 
to oppress Christians. It is now more 
common to try to persuade new 
believers to denounce their faith 
by threatening them with loss of 
employment, using hired criminals to 
attack them, confiscating their lands, 
destroying their houses or driving 
them from their villages.

Please pray for our contacts as they 
arrange medical care for released 
prisoners. Ask the Lord for His healing 
and pray for the released prisoners as 
they continue to recover and adjust to 
life outside of prison. Thank the Lord 
for the growing church in Vietnam and 
pray the Lord will strengthen those 
who are facing ongoing opposition. 
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Remember the prisoners as if chained 
with them — those who are mistreated 
 — since you yourselves are in the  
body also. Hebrews 13:3
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We provide medical assistance for Christians who have 
been injured or are suffering ill health from persecution, 
including forced poverty and discrimination. 

Medical services may include medical examinations, 
testing and treatment including surgery, prescriptions, 
healthcare supplies, prosthetics, specialised counselling 
and rehabilitation.

To support this project go to vom.com.au/vomedical


