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How do Christians deal with this 
oppressive ideology of communism in 
countries like China and North Korea? 

In this newsletter edition we share stories 
of triumph over adversity. I am always 
encouraged by how, during hardship, 
persecuted Christians spend more time 
reading and relying on God’s Word,  
than on their current circumstances, 
however severe or dire. They draw daily 
strength from the Scriptures. They meet 
in their homes regularly and have their 
praise and worship times together as a 
family. They encourage each other and 
draw strength from those of us who are 
praying for them. Persecuted believers 
understand the power of prayer and 
actively participate.

Whilst speaking to one of our main 
contacts in China recently, I asked how 
they were dealing with the COVID-19 
pandemic and the relentless pursuit 
of the Chinese Communist Party to 
eradicate all Christian activity. He replied, 
“We need your prayers so through these 
troubled times we can reach more for 
Christ, but we are also praying for you in 
the West so you can prepare for what is 
to come.”

Blessings,

Tony Benjamin 
CEO

EDITORIAL Dear Friends,

“We don’t tremble before communism. 
They should be in panic because of us.”

These are the profound words from our 
founder Richard Wurmbrand, which ring 
true when we understand the amount 
of disdain the Chinese Communist Party 
has for Christians. Their determination 
to wipe out Christianity for their failing 
ideology is staggering.

Even while the world is grappling with 
a pandemic which started in China, the 
relentless pursuit of Christians continues. 
The pursuit of control both in China and 
North Korea is evident in the number of 
population controls which are in place, 
including mass surveillance systems to 
track movement and activity, monitor 
purchases and contacts, and manage 
social credits.

Some of these may sound familiar, even 
here in Australia. Let’s not fool ourselves 
into thinking that communism is not 
present here. Some members of our major 
political parties subscribe to this ideology 
and many communist values are already 
ingrained in our education systems. The 
influence of Chinese communist thinking 
has already penetrated our society.

Communism is alive and well and 
wrestling control over unsuspecting 
communities around the globe. We 
cannot allow ourselves to be complacent. 

FROM OUR 
FOUNDER

Pastor Wurmbrand was imprisoned for 14 years in communist 
Romania between 1948 and 1964. He founded Voice of the 
Martyrs over 50 years ago to serve persecuted Christians. 

“When a man has no faith in the reward 
of good or the punishment of evil, there 
is no reason to be human. There is no 
restraint from the depths of evil that is 
in man.”

Quoted from his book, Tortured for Christ 
$8.50 Code: B525

Richard Wurmbrand (1909 ─ 2001)
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A Han Chinese Christian couple who left their home to 
plant churches among Muslims in the Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region were imprisoned for two years for their 
Christian work.

The couple, who led an unregistered house church, were 
arrested and pressured to sign statements rejecting their 
Christian faith. 

When they refused, they were imprisoned in a re-education 
camp. The couple spent most of each day sitting rigidly on 
stools in a large room as government propaganda droned 
from loudspeakers. They were finally released and warned 
to keep quiet about their experience in the re-education 
camp. Although they remain under heavy surveillance, they 
are still committed to serving the Lord in China. 

This is a common practice throughout China: Christians 
being subjected to communist indoctrination. This can 
occur not only in the re-education camps but also in prison, 
in government schools and in society at large. One goal of 
Chinese prisons is to reform a prisoner into a ‘new man’ 
who fully subscribes to communist ideology. 

Based on more than 800 documented arrests of Christians 
in 2017 and 2018, it is fair to estimate that several thousand 
Christians are currently imprisoned in China where they are 
subjected to daily indoctrination in communist values.

Much has been reported about 
internment camps for Uyghur 
Muslims in Northeast China. However, 
Christians, Buddhists, Kazakh people, 
and other perceived threats to the 
communist government are also 
imprisoned in the camps.

CHINESE CHRISTIANS IN  
RE-EDUCATION CAMPS 

A CHURCH NO LONGER AFRAID
Every Sunday at the appointed time, a moderator sets up a private online meeting, 
and usernames begin to appear on the screen as church members join the video 
feed. Then, as in any other church service, the online worshippers sing hymns,  
offer their prayers and listen to the preaching of God’s Word. This is an illegal  
church meeting in China. 

those banished to faraway home towns – are committed to 
keeping the faith.

Shortly before church elder Li Yingqiang was arrested, he 
encouraged the church with these words: “How wonderful 
it would be if, because of this suffering, we might be able to 
give off the sweet fragrance of the Gospel.”

The Early Rain Covenant Church began as a home Bible 
study in 2004 and then became an independent church  
in 2008.

Pastor Yi, who was appointed head pastor the following year, 
was a lawyer, and a lecturer at Chengdu University when he 
became a believer in 2004. By April 2006, he had become 

In 2018, the Early Rain Covenant Church of Chengdu 
was ordered to close after refusing to give in to  
government demands.

Since the closure, the government has forced church members 
to sign false confessions, detained them and tortured them 
to the point that some have  considered suicide.

Yet even though their head pastor Wang Yi is serving 
nine years in prison, the congregation has courageously 
continued to gather for worship.

While some are too afraid to be associated with the 
church, most of Early Rain’s 500 members – even those 
with policemen posted outside their apartment doors and 
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such a prominent member of the house church movement 
that he and two other Chinese Christians were invited to 
speak with President George W Bush about supporting 
religious freedom in China. 

From the outset, Early Rain was transparent about its 
worship. The church published its sermons online, printed 
weekly bulletins and even posted its name on the lift  
buttons where it met. 

The church’s strategy was to hide nothing from the 
government and to hold fast to its Christian convictions. 
“The Bible teaches us that in all matters relating to the 
Gospel and human conscience, we must obey God and not 
men,” Pastor Yi wrote.

Early Rain was known among Chinese house churches for 
its emphasis on evangelism and mercy missions. These 
values were generally avoided by churches wanting to stay 
off the government’s radar. 

Early Rain church leaders also spoke out against abortion 
and denounced the Three-Self Patriotic Movement (TSPM)
for cooperating with the government.

In March 2018, the TSPM and the China Christian Council, 
another government-sanctioned entity, launched a five-year 
plan promoting the “Sinicisation of Christianity”. 

The plan proposed retranslating the Bible and rewriting 
biblical commentaries to introduce Buddhist and Confucian 
teachings as well as draw parallels to socialism. 

At official TSPM churches, pastors must now also submit 
every sermon to authorities before delivering them.

Bob Fu, of the China Aid Association, believes this plan 
initiated “the worst persecution in China since the end of 
the Cultural Revolution”. Throughout the country, officials 
have removed crosses from church buildings, even those on 
government-sanctioned churches. 

Authorities have also begun to offer house churches a form 
of ‘legal’ registration, which many see as a thinly veiled 
attempt to gather the names of church members and 
pressure them into joining the TSPM. 

Government officials have closed many primary schools 
operated by churches and issued notices forbidding minors 
from receiving religious education. 

Foreigners with even the hint of connection to a religious 
entity have been deported, and house churches that had 
been meeting quite openly in large groups have now been 
banned. Churches are required to sing the communist 
national anthem at the beginning of every worship service 
and hang pictures of President Xi Jinping on the walls.

Facial recognition cameras, pointed at the congregation, are 
now required inside church auditoriums and many churches 
have been closed for refusing to conform. 

One of the major initiatives of the Regulations on Religious 
Affairs was to cut Chinese churches off from foreign support 

and influence. As a result, well-known churches like Early 
Rain and Damazhan were closely monitored, making 
it difficult for the global body of Christ to provide outside 
support.

In Guangzhou and other cities, officials offered financial 
rewards for information on “illegal religious activity” or 
foreigners involved in religious activity. One church after 
another was closed, and authorities detained many pastors, 
lawyers and lay leaders, some of whom received fines and 
lengthy prison sentences.

Pressure had been increasing steadily on Early Rain. When 
the church held a prayer service in May 2018 for those 
affected by the Sichuan earthquake, police raided the 
meeting and confiscated more than 10,000 Bibles, books 
and CDs. 

A month later, when authorities raided church member 
An Yankui’s home and detained him for questioning, he 
encouraged other church members in an online forum: “We 
will not stop our gathering in the Lord, but we are prepared 
to bear all possible persecutions and costs for our Lord 
Jesus Christ – to go to jail or sentenced or beaten or killed. 
We are willing to entrust ourselves to God.” 

After enduring months of government persecution, Early 
Rain’s leaders prayerfully decided it was time to speak up. In 
September 2018 they published A Declaration for the Sake 
of the Christian Faith, which emphasised the supremacy of 
God and the role of the church. It concluded with this bold 
statement:

“For the sake of the Gospel, we are prepared to bear 
all losses, even the loss of our freedom and our lives.” 
Pastor Wang Yi’s name was first on the list of signatories, 
followed by the names of many other pastors and leaders 
of unregistered churches throughout the country. To 
date, 439 Chinese pastors have signed the declaration, 
publicly opposing the government’s campaign against  
religious freedom.

On 9 December 2018, police in Chengdu carried out a 
massive raid on Early Rain, shutting down the church-
operated school, the seminary and the church itself. In the 
space of three days, authorities arrested more than 100 
church members.

Pastor Wang Yi and his wife, Jing Rong, were both detained, 
accused of “inciting subversion of state power”. Other 
church leaders, including Li Yingqiang, were accused of 
“picking quarrels and provoking trouble”. 

Days after the raid, Early Rain published Pastor Wang Yi’s 
Declaration of Faithful Disobedience, which he had written 
in October with instructions that it be published if he were 
detained for more than 48 hours. “I firmly believe that 
Christ has called me to carry out this faithful disobedience 
through a life of service, under this regime that opposes the 
Gospel and persecutes the church,” he wrote. “The goal of 
disobedience is not to change the world, but to testify about 
another world.”
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In the months that followed, Early Rain’s main site as well 
as four satellite sites were closed, and the church was 
declared illegal. Whenever believers tried to gather, the 
police followed and shut down their meetings, sometimes 
beating those in attendance. One woman was beaten so 
severely that she lost her unborn child.

Yet church members continued to view these attacks and 
interrogations as opportunities to share the Gospel. They 
had been taught how to react under questioning. 

“By the grace and help of the Lord, try to turn the 
interrogation process into a process of evangelism,” read a 
post on the church’s online platform. 

Some church members reported seeing jailers come to 
faith in Christ or policemen soften toward the Gospel after 
witnessing the testimony of believers’ lives. 

Pastor Yi’s wife, Jing Rong, was released six months after 
her arrest, but she remains under constant surveillance 

and is denied the opportunity to communicate 
with anyone. His parents too are continually under  
police watch. 

Elder Li Yingqiang was released on bail in August 
2019 and returned to Hubei province with his family. 
He must report to the police station regularly while his 
case is pending. All of the Early Rain church members 
arrested since 2018 have since been released, with 
the exception of elder Qin Defu (sentenced to four 
years in prison) and Pastor Yi. His sentence is the 
longest given to a house church pastor in more than 
10 years.

Earlier this year, a photo from an anonymous church 
member was released of Pastor Yi in prison. He was 
meant to be transferred to a detention centre in 
January, but it was delayed as a result of the COVID-19 
outbreak. In the photo Pastor Yi appears thinner but 
reportedly full of  “calm and perseverance”. The photo 
was released to encourage his family and church 
members that he was keeping well. 

While pastors like Yi remain faithful to the call, the 
government shows no sign of backing down from its 
five-year plan. There have been more arrests, raids, 
church closures and even demolitions of church 
buildings every month.

If, however, China is entering a second period of 
extreme persecution such as followed the Cultural 
Revolution, this time the church is prepared. 

“Christians in China are better prepared for persecution 
today because more believers have their own copy 
of God’s Word,” said VOM’s regional director for the 
Asia Pacific region, “and because they have seen the 
fruit of their predecessors’ faithfulness in enduring 
persecution.”

While nearly all Chinese churches have abandoned 
the large-group format, they haven’t abandoned 

meeting for worship. Many large urban churches now meet 
in smaller groups or by using technology to create online 
meeting spaces, and fewer churches were raided or shut 
down in 2019 as a result. 

Although some have left the faith or chosen to stay home, 
many more are firmly committed to following Christ despite 
persecution and this new era of persecution may be a 
period of refinement for the maturing Chinese church.

Chinese Christians need our continued, faithful prayers and 
support more than ever. They must remain faithful to Christ 
alone as their government tries to dilute the Gospel with 
Chinese culture. Many believers, like those at Early Rain 
Covenant Church of Chengdu, have prepared to confront 
persecution through sound teaching and the work of the 
Holy Spirit. 

In the words of Li Yingqiang, “May the whole world know 
that we are joyfully willing to receive this persecution for the 
sake of our faith.” 
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COVID-19 placed a very real strain on ministry to North Koreans after the country 
announced it would close its borders, even to defectors being sent back from China.

Experts believe North Korea took this course of action 
because they knew they lacked the resources to deal with 
an outbreak. This has meant the number of citizens leaving 
the country decreased dramatically. 

To many ministries reaching out to North Koreans, this has 
made their work increasingly difficult. North Korean ministry 
is vulnerable to current affairs, and how strict officials 
are with North Koreans (especially in China and Russia) 
depends on the news of the day.  Purchasing sex-trafficked 
brides from North Korea, for example, is technically illegal, 
but Chinese officials will occasionally overlook this offence 
when the government’s focus is elsewhere.

Specialised foreign missionaries can’t get into China to 
share with North Koreans, especially in the northern areas 
but even if they could, many North Koreans have fled. 

Voice of the Martyrs, however, has spent years training local 
Christians how to minister to North Koreans in the area in 
which they live. Their goal throughout the pandemic was to 
support existing discipleship bases and home churches in 
China and wherever North Koreans are found. There is even 
more work to be done in Russia where many North Koreans 
are currently working. VOM is focused on strengthening the 
already existing network of frontline workers there. 

Thankfully frontline workers have continued their ministry 
faithfully despite the forced isolation. One of the ministers 
in China said:

“The whole of China was in crisis throughout the coronavirus 
pandemic. Most roads in our area were blocked and public 
transport was halted temporarily. The government didn’t 
permit private meetings and gatherings so we were forced 
to worship in our own homes.“

In China, North Koreans could not even afford to buy masks 
to protect themselves from the virus. Frontline workers 
specifically asked VOM for a large number of masks so that 
they could provide aid as well as evangelise. 

In the midst of public panic, VOM ministry partners are 
even expanding their ministries in response. 

While most countries have held China at a distance during 
this time, Christians are continuing to minister even in cities 
with the highest confirmed cases of the virus. The goal to 
deliver 800 ministry packs, 1500 MP3 players, 1000 SD 
cards, and discipleship materials to North Koreans is even 
ahead of schedule for the year. 

According to one frontline worker, the wall North Korea has 
put up is permeable. People may be kept out, but smuggled 

NORTH KOREAN MINISTRY CONTINUES 
DESPITE COVID-19 THREATS

goods are even more welcome. To survive, North Koreans 
desperately need supplies. Because of this, smuggling 
becomes essential when the border is closed, meaning 
it is easier to smuggle Scripture in different forms across  
the border. 

One of the frontline partner ministries working with several 
North Korean women continues to share the Gospel with 
others. They meet and distribute MP3 players with Faith 
Comes by Hearing’s Gospel recorded in the North Korean 
dialect. According to testimonies, these MP3 players are 
truly a light during an otherwise dark time. 

One recipient said: “If asked what the happiest moment of 
my life was, I would say it is the time I am able to listen 
to the Word of God through MP3. During this time, I don’t 
worry about anything; I don’t even feel tired.”

North Korea itself boasts a faith-filled and efficient 
underground church and is home to several Christians 
discipled by VOM who, for the purpose of the Gospel, chose 
to return. 

Recently one of the VOM offices received a testimony that 
read: “In the dark reality and hopeless life of North Korea, I 
am thankful to have discovered the truth.” 



7
JUNE 2020

The strategies for ministering to North Koreans have had to change in  
recent times with China and Russia cracking down not only on Christians  
but foreign missionaries.

In days past, North Korean ministry generally meant a 
professional minister travelling to North Korea, China, 
Russia or other places that North Koreans were found, 
to bring supplies and expert help. Now, interacting with 
foreigners is dangerous, especially those travelling on 
business visas.

Instead of supporting foreign missionaries, Voice of the 
Martyrs works with locals who are already ministering to 
North Koreans in their area. This raises less suspicion as 
foreigners will automatically draw attention regardless of 
their visa status, especially when they interact with North 
Korean workers, sex-trafficked women, and defectors. 

Local Christians are experts at remaining off the radar. They 
understand how to navigate the country’s systems much 
better than any foreigner, and as they travel from one place 
to another, they’re simply another citizen. They not only 
know where North Koreans are in their area but also how to 
speak with them without raising suspicion.

Unlike foreign missionaries, local Christians are not licenced 
ministers with degrees in theology. For the most part, these 
are just average people who are doing ministry on top of 
their job. This means that they often need more than just 
supplies – they need discipleship. 

DISCIPLESHIP, THE KEY FOR 
MINISTERING TO NORTH KOREANS

These workers have more than just technical questions; 
often, they have questions about Christianity, how to put 
Scripture into practice, and how to respond to questions 
they’re asked.

Voice of the Martyrs is now working to supply discipleship 
resources to these local Christians, and all the resources 
can be found online at a hidden address. The impact has 
already been seen and felt by these workers and the North 
Koreans to whom they are ministering.  

The more entwined with persecution theology these 
workers become, the more the faith of the North Koreans 
follows suit. This becomes important as many of them will 
return to North Korea – they are mainly workers, smugglers 
and citizens visiting family. 

Although it is dangerous, many of these North Koreans 
want to return in order to share the Gospel they have 
learned with others in North Korea. This is dangerous work 
as the first question any North Korean is asked upon re-
entering North Korea is if they have been in a church or 
seen a Bible. 
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FRONT LINE MINISTRY
Real people, on the frontlines of faith, in restricted nations, 
face harassment, unemployment, homelessness, arrest, 
kidnapping, loss of family members and sometimes even 
their own lives.

They know the risks, yet they serve God, relying on Him to 
strengthen them as they spread the Gospel.

Praise God for their courage and help equip them with 
resources.

To support this project go to vom.com.au/frontline

Westpac:  
BSB: 032 271  
Account No: 251377 

Swift: WPACAU2S (for international transfers)

Please include your name or supporter 
number in the description line.
 

Voice of the Martyrs  
PO Box 250 Lawson NSW 2783  
Australia  
p: 02 4759 7000

e: info@vom.com.au 

w: vom.com.au 

 

Remember the prisoners as if chained 
with them — those who are mistreated 
 — since you yourselves are in the  
body also. Hebrews 13:3

       

Published by and © Voice of the Martyrs Ltd 2020 unless 
otherwise indicated. Names may have been changed to protect 
individuals' identities. Unless otherwise indicated,  all Scripture 
quotations are taken from the New King James Version of the Holy 
Bible. Copyright © 1982 Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved.

All donations over $2 to Voice of the 
Martyrs Australia are tax deductible

RESTRICTED NATIONS: CHINA  
The Voice of the Martyrs 
This brief overview of Christianity in China offers a glimpse 
of the afflictions and overcoming courage of Christ’s Body 
throughout its history. Your heart will be encouraged to 
stand firm for Christ as you read, and you will be challenged 
and equipped to pray for believers in China today. 
$15.00 $10.00 Code: B452

RESTRICTED NATIONS: NORTH KOREA  
The Voice of the Martyrs 
Those inside North Korea are forced to worship their 
government leader as a god. While many in the country 
suffer in darkness under a cruel regime, a small light is 
shining. That light is the piercing light of Jesus Christ’s 
message of hope. A few North Korean believers are brave 
enough to return to the nation which once imprisoned them, 
to share the message with those who are dying there. These 
testimonies of steadfast saints will give you the strength to 
live boldly for Christ. Read how people in North Korea live. 
Be ready to pray on their behalf. 
$15.00 $10.00 Code: B451

COMMUNISM IS NOT DEAD  
The Voice of the Martyrs 
Although communism collapsed in Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet Union about three decades ago, its global influence 
continues to threaten and oppress God’s people today. 
Order your free  copy of VOM’s special four-page report, 
Communism is Not Dead, and read how communist 
governments continue to actively persecute our Christian 
brothers and sisters in China, Vietnam, Laos, North Korea 
and Cuba.
FREE Code: B540

Order from vom.com.au/shop

THIS MONTH’S RESOURCES


