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I am encouraged by their perseverance 
and selflessness in pursuing the things 
of God in such dire circumstances. Their 
faith holds strong and shines through, 
regardless of their situation. Their 
request of us is that we pray that through 
all of the challenges they face, God may 
use them to show His unconditional love 
and compassion to those who do not 
know Him.

During this time of upheaval in the world, 
these families on the frontline need our 
continued prayer and support. These are 
the devoted men, women and children 
doing the heavy lifting for us as they 
make disciples and bring God’s hands 
and feet to people in hostile nations.

Continue to  remember them. Uphold 
them in your prayers. We thank you for 
being an integral part of this vital ministry 
of Voice of the Martyrs.

“When He had called the people to 
Himself, with His disciples also, He said 
to them, ‘Whoever desires to come after 
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow Me’” Mark 8:34.

God bless.

Tony Benjamin 
CEO

EDITORIAL Dear Friends,

Family is fundamental, and the endless 
blessing it brings cannot be overstated. 
We innately long for close relationships 
with one another.

Pastors and families on the frontline of 
ministry in hostile nations face extreme 
pressure, as the challenges of ministry 
impact their daily lives.

We have heard of cases where pastors 
are imprisoned for preaching the 
Gospel and the family land is forcibly 
confiscated so there is no means of 
support. Children are also prevented 
from attending school.

How do they cope?

Other Christians and local churches will 
step in and help these families, where 
they are able. Prayer and fellowship are 
the life source that binds these believers 
together.

When a family member has been 
imprisoned for preaching, the rest of the 
family will often continue the work of 
making a difference in the community 
and making disciples.

We have numerous examples of this 
happening around the world. They carry 
on with the knowledge that the calling to 
serve the Lord is of much greater value 
than seeking material comforts.

FROM OUR 
FOUNDER

Pastor Wurmbrand was imprisoned for 14 years in 
communist Romania between 1948 and 1964.  
He founded Voice of the Martyrs over 50 years  
ago to serve persecuted Christians. 

“A child’s intuition about God may well 
help adults to embrace true theology.”

Quoted from his book, From the Lips  
of Children

Richard Wurmbrand (1909 ─ 2001)

Born into a Malay Muslim family, 
Reehab, 10, Nazra, 8 and Nayla, 6, 
were instilled with Islamic values and 
teachings. Their parents and extended 
family, being strong in their faith, were 
highly regarded and influential in their 
community.

MALAYSIA: SIBLINGS FIND HOPE 
IN THE MIDST OF GRIEF

Three years ago the children’s mother died from an illness. 
The children, along with their father, Sabit, suffered greatly 
over the loss. 

With Sabit working long hours as an undertaker, to provide 
for the family, life became increasingly difficult. Reehab 
was given the responsibility of caring for his siblings as well 
as cooking, and washing the family’s clothes. Eventually, 
the additional domestic concerns, along with the pressure 
of work, took their toll on Sabit and he suffered an  
emotional breakdown.

A VOM contact known as Minz, a close friend of the family, 
made every effort to support Sabit and his children and 
comfort them in their sorrow. Over time, Minz prayed with 
Sabit and his children and shared the Gospel with them. 
Although Sabit would not leave Islam, he softened toward 
Christianity and even allowed his children to attend a local 
Christian school, where Minz worked. 

The VOM-supported school is an outreach for children of 
all faiths, where many of the attendees are from Muslim 
homes. The school provides a Christian education in a 
caring environment. Many children and parents have come 

to accept the Gospel through the Christlike conduct of the 
teachers and staff. 

Sabit, still struggling to cope, decided to send his children 
to stay with relatives in a nearby village, in the hope that 
the family would help raise the children. The relatives, 
however, discovered that Sabit’s children were learning 
about Christianity and became indignant. They refused to 
help Sabit and demanded the children leave the school or 
they would disown the family completely. The children also 
became targets of local bullies.

Having become aware of the positive changes in his 
children, Sabit refused to give in to the demands of his 
relatives and allowed the children to continue attending 
the school.

The children are happy and well taken care of by Minz 
and the other staff members. While Sabit has not yet 
accepted the Lord, he is delighted his children have found 
comfort, security and an opportunity for an education in a  
nurturing environment. 

Please join with us in praying the Lord will draw Sabit to 
Himself. Pray too that He will continue to bless the efforts 
of the teachers and staff at the school, which continues to 
grow each year.

Children are often the most defenceless victims of Christian persecution.

Our Christmas Care project will ensure many children in restricted nations will receive a gift this Christmas.

Each child will receive a children’s Bible, school supplies and other items, tailored to their specific country.

You can bring joy to a child of the persecuted church by gifting $30. Go to vom.com.au/christmascare

This year, we are planning to distribute Christmas Care 
packs in six countries, including Malaysia.
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There is nationwide, systemic persecution of Christians in Pakistan, and children 
are not excluded. They face social exclusion, lack of education, homelessness, 
forced labour, abduction, forced conversion, forced marriage, abuse and the loss 
of their parents.

In one of the worst ever cases, three children, the eldest 
child just six at the time, became orphans when their 
parents were accused of desecrating the Koran. In 2014, 
Shama and Shehzad were beaten unconscious and thrown 
into an open furnace shaft by an angry mob.

A case this year highlights the very real danger for girls. 
A 14-year-old Pakistani Christian girl was abducted at 
gunpoint in Faisalabad in April, forcibly converted to Islam 
and forced to marry her abductor – an influential man in 
the region. In August, the Lahore High Court ruled that she 
had willingly converted to Islam and married her kidnapper, 
and that she should stay in her abductor’s custody and be 
a “good wife”.

No less extreme is the enslavement of children, some 
as young as five. Every day in Pakistan’s brick kilns, 
many Christian children, whose parents are working as 
bonded labourers, are denied an education and forced to  
make bricks. 

Christian Children in Pakistan

According to the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, 
there is a high mortality rate among children working at 
brick kilns. They are also in danger of losing their eyesight. 
Approximately one in 20 families living in brick kilns have 
children who have lost their eyesight, most likely due to 
dust particles as well as flying brick fragments.

Persecution also hinders the education of Christian 
children. The Pakistani government provides very little 
funding for education, and Christian-majority communities 
frequently do not have government schools. 

For those Christian children who are fortunate enough 
to have access to public education, school is often a 
place of persecution. Most of the students are Muslim.  
Christian students are often forced to eat at separate 
tables. At one school, a Muslim teacher forced a 
Christian girl to stand in the hot sun until she fainted.  
The girl was being punished for wearing a cross necklace 
to school.

Sofia, a Christian girl, attended a Pakistani public school 
where the majority of students were Muslim. When she was 
in sixth grade some girls invited her to become a Muslim. 
They told her what Muslims believe, but she did not think 
any of it was true. They told her, “You must accept Islam,” 
and she refused. When the girls told the teacher what had 
transpired, he called Sofia to the front of the class and beat 
her hands with a rod. 

There are many Islamic schools, called madrassas, 
throughout Pakistan. The students at these schools are 
fed and housed, so even the poorest Muslim children have 
access to an adequate education.

There are some private Christian and church-run schools 
too. They usually have very low fees yet are still out of 
reach for many Christian families. Additionally, due to 
limited resources, it is difficult for these schools to attract  
qualified teachers.

Sadly though, when the poorest of Christians find a way 
to send their children to school, in an effort to break 
the poverty cycle, it can be in vain. As the children finish 
school and enter the job market, the systemic persecution 
relegates them to the most menial jobs. They become the 
sewer cleaners, street sweepers and garbage collectors. 

Yet, with all they face, believers remain faithful to the 
Gospel. Christian children, regardless of what their lives 
may bring, have been given the greatest gift of all: the gift 
of light, in an often dark world.

One large extended family in Faisalabad has only one 
literate member. A young mother named Shazia is the 
only one who can read. Her husband is illiterate is a 
sanitation worker. The family is poor but feel blessed in so  
many ways. 

Every morning they have a prayer meeting and Shazia 
reads from the Bible. Every Sunday, the family and some 
neighbours gather for worship. The young children recite 
Bible verses by heart. Shazia and her sisters-in-law say the 
Lord has blessed them with the gift of children, and their 
every need is fulfilled. 

In another family, Maria, who is 11 years old, attends 
school. Recently, through a VOM-funded project, she 
received her first Bible. She enjoys reading about the life 
and teachings of Jesus. She shares with other children in 
her family and neighbourhood about Jesus and the love of 
God. Maria loves attending Sunday school and has learnt 
Bible verses by heart. Psalm 23, The Lord is my shepherd, 
is her favourite. She recently told a VOM project partner, “I 
always feel the joy, hope and love of Jesus.”

VOM Australia provides support for families and 
communities affected by persecution in Pakistan. The work 
includes education and medical treatment, as well as food 
and Bible distribution. 

Please pray the Lord will strengthen His children in Pakistan. 
Ask Him to protect the vulnerable.

This year, we are planning 
to distribute Christmas Care 
packs in six countries, including 
Pakistan.

The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
Psalm 23:1
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Apple was also brought to the home by a pastor. She had 
been abandoned by her father due to extreme poverty.

These are just some of the children in the care of Pastor 
Jacob and his wife. The children are well cared-for, receive 
a Christian education and practise daily devotions.

Over the past ten years, Pastor Jacob and his wife have 
cared for many children. Some have gone on to attend 
a VOM-supported Bible college nearby in the hope of 
becoming pastors themselves.

Each year VOM Australia helps Pastor Jacob to provide 
these children with necessities including food, clothing 
and school fees. They are most grateful for the support  
we provide. 

Thank the Lord for Pastor Jacob and his wife. Pray the children 
they care for will grow in knowledge and understanding of 
God, and love and serve Him all their lives.

His mother Nenet, had left Islam for Christianity before 
Farrin was born. As a devoted believer living in a restricted 
nation, she has endured much opposition because of her 
faith. Nenet rejoiced over the birth of her son Farrin and 
earnestly prayed for him; she believed with all her heart 
that he would one day commit himself to Jesus.

Farrin knew little about his mother’s faith beyond that she 
was known as a ‘kafir’ (infidel) according to his Muslim 
father and other family members. Farrin grew up idolising 
his father, but the lack of love and regard his father showed 
his kind and loving mother, confused Farrin.

As a teenager, Farrin started to examine the lives of his 
parents and quietly questioned the conduct of them 
both. He came to realise that his ‘kafir’ mother never lied,  
yet his father lied often and even had relationships with 
other women. His mother, though oppressed, conducted 
herself in a faithful and prayerful manner, always giving 
her feelings of sorrow and frustration over to the God she 
believed in.

Last Christmas Eve, Farrin knew that his mother intended 
to celebrate with some friends. Farrin decided to ask his 
mother about the gathering. Nenet explained to him that 
she and her friends would sing to God and praise Him for 
His goodness over the past year and ask Him to bless the 
new year. They would also exchange gifts. Intrigued, Farrin 
asked if he could accompany her. Nenet was delighted that 
Farrin had asked to join her, knowing only Christians would 
be present.

Without informing his father, Farrin accompanied his 
mother to the VOM-supported ministry centre for the 
Christmas meeting. Though a stranger, Farrin was warmly 
welcomed. He commented to his mother that he had never 
met such kind and friendly people. He saw how much they 
genuinely loved one another, there was nothing false 
about them. In response, his mother told Farrin that it was 
Jesus who made them this way.

Farrin enjoyed the celebration and his heart was moved by 
all he had experienced. That very day, he accepted Jesus 
as Lord. Nenet was overwhelmed with joy and thankful to 
God for the answered prayers for her son. Soon after, Farrin 
started attending a Bible study along with his mother.

Farrin’s father became concerned when he noticed his 
son no longer went to the mosque to pray. He reminded 
Farrin of the importance of going to the mosque regularly. 
Farrin wished to obey his father and so decided to go, 
but this time he was armed with questions for the Imam.  
Rather than answering Farrin’s questions, however, the 
Imam became angry with him for daring to question Islam 
and warned him never to ask such questions again. He then 
contacted Farrin’s father to report what had happened.

Farrin’s father, suspicious that his son was now following 
his mother’s faith, confronted him. When he discovered 
that Farrin was attending a Bible study, he beat, kicked 
and slammed him against a wall. 

Whilst remaining committed to Christ in his heart, out of 
fear of his father, Farrin stopped attending Bible study for 
the following three months. Recently, however, trusting 
that God would protect him from his father, he returned to 
Bible study. 

Nenet continues to face opposition for her faith but 
remains spiritually strong. 

Please pray for Farrin and Nenet that they would grow in 
faith. Pray too for their protection. Ask the Lord to reveal 
Himself to Farrin’s father. 

Farrin, 16, was born in Alexandria, Egypt, to a Muslim 
father and a Christian mother.

EGYPT: CHRIST REVEALED THROUGH 
GENUINE LOVE The children at a VOM-supported 

home in Mindanao, Philippines, all 
have one thing in common. They were 
brought there by local pastors, working 
in areas where Christians are most  
at risk.

THE CHILDREN OF MINDANAO

This year, we are planning 
to distribute Christmas 
Care packs in six countries, 
including Egypt.

This year, we are planning to 
distribute Christmas Care packs 
in six countries, including the 
Philippines.

In the Muslim-majority region of Mindanao, Muslim groups 
and the government have engaged in a long-standing 
conflict over the Muslims’ desire to form an independent 
Muslim state. Islamic extremists routinely threaten 
Christians, often driving them out of Muslim-majority areas, 
and many pastors and believers have been killed. 

Another terrorist group, known to burn down churches and 
attack Christian homes, is the communist New People’s 
Army (NPA). The NPA is the armed wing of The Communist 
Party of the Philippines, which seeks to overthrow  
the Philippine government in favour of a new state led 
by the working class and to expel US influence from 
the Philippines.

Thousands of children have been orphaned or abandoned 
as a result of extremist attacks. 

Pastor Jacob and his wife are just two of a significant 
number of believers, who have remained in Mindanao  
to share their faith. They run the VOM-supported  
ministry centre, where they care for a number of children 
in need.

Most of the children have lost parents in Muslim extremist 
or NPA attacks. The others were abandoned by their parents 
due to abject poverty.

Reymart, who is from the Caraga Region, was brought to 
the home by a pastor working in the area. His father was 
killed by the NPA when he was 12 months old. Shortly after 
his father was killed, his mother left him in the care of his 
grandmother. She found herself unable to care for him and 
went to the pastor for help.

Justin is from north Cotabato. His father was killed by 
Muslims when he went into a Muslim-dominated area. He 
is from an extremely poor family. He was brought to the 
home by a pastor. 
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Westpac:  
BSB: 032 271  
Account No: 251377 

Swift: WPACAU2S (for international transfers) 
Please include your name or supporter 
number in the description line. 
 
Voice of the Martyrs  
PO Box 250 Lawson NSW 2783  
Australia  
p: 02 4759 7000
e: info@vom.com.au 

w: vom.com.au 

Remember the prisoners as if chained 
with them — those who are mistreated 
 — since you yourselves are in the  
body also. Hebrews 13:3

       

Published by and © Voice of the Martyrs Ltd 2020 unless 
otherwise indicated. Names may have been changed to protect 
individuals' identities. Unless otherwise indicated,  all Scripture 
quotations are taken from the New King James Version of the Holy 
Bible. Copyright © 1982 Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved.

All donations over $2 to  
Voice of the Martyrs Australia 

are tax deductible

You can bring joy to a child of the persecuted church by gifting $30. 

Let us know if your donation is a gift. We will send you a card that you can give to your loved one, letting them know that 
you have given them the opportunity to bless a child with a Christmas Care pack vom.com.au/christmascare

THE COURAGEOUS SERIES BOOKS (SET OF 6)  
The Voice of the Martyrs 
Inspire your children with the true stories of real-life saints 
and heroes. VOM’s Courageous Series books highlight the 
lives of praiseworthy Christians from history, showing how 
they boldly proclaimed Christ in the face of persecution. 
Your children will learn from the lives of the Apostle Paul; 
Stephen, Christianity’s first martyr; and Thomas, who was 
not such a doubter after all.

This set also contains stories of three other well-known 
Christians, whose real-life stories are not as well known. 
Nicholas, Patrick and Valentine were dedicated men whose 
faith informed their actions – and your children will be 
inspired to be just as bold for Jesus. $30.00 Code: S356

THE TORCHLIGHTERS ULTIMATE ACTIVITY BOOK AND 
DVD SET  
The Voice of the Martyrs 
The Voice of the Martyrs presents a new, 144-page, full-
colour activity book to complement the award-winning 
Torchlighters DVD series. The book includes historical facts 
about each hero, devotionals, fun activities and beautiful 
colouring pages. This bundle includes all 16 episodes of 
the DVD series (including John Bunyan, Corrie Ten Boom, 
Jim Elliot) and the Ultimate Activity Book. Each episode is 
approximately 30 minutes long. This Torchlighters pack is 
a valuable resource for Christian schools, Sunday school 
classes and for use in family devotions. $40.00 Code: S358

THE WITNESSES TRILOGY DVD BOX SET  
The Voice of the Martyrs 
These three animated, feature-length films take you from 
the birth of Christ to the birth of the early church, which 
faced constant pressure and persecution from every side. 
Inspire children and young adults with this animated 
retelling of the life of Christ and his sacrificial death. Then 
watch as His followers take His message to Jerusalem, to 
Judea and even to the ends of the earth.

Movies included are: God With us DVD, The Messengers 
DVD and To Every Nation DVD. $35.00 Code: S357

Order from vom.com.au/shop

THIS MONTH’S RESOURCES


