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We learn that persecuted Christians 
draw inner strength from their 
relationship with Jesus and their 
time spent reading God’s Word. The 
adversity they face only serves to draw 
them closer to Him. When asked how 
we can help, we are asked to pray. 
Pray that their resolve to withstand the 
persecution is strengthened; pray that 
God will show them how to be a witness 
to those who persecute them. Pray that 
they can reach others for Christ.

Is this unique? It should not be.

Romans 5:3 states, “And not only 
that, but we also glory in tribulations, 
knowing that tribulation produces 
perseverance.”

And in Romans 8:28, “And we know 
that all things work together for good 
to those who love God, to those 
who are the called according to His 
purpose.”

The reassurances given to us in the 
Bible serve as a reminder where we 
should place our faith and hope, in 
Christ alone.

Thank you for your continued generous 
support of our ministry and let’s 
together continue to pray for those 
who suffer for their love of Christ.

God bless. 
Tony Benjamin 
CEO

EDITORIAL
PERSEVERANCE IN THE  
FACE OF ADVERSITY

Dear Friends,

During this unique year across the 
globe, we have been constantly 
reminded that lessons on perseverance 
are best learnt from those who suffer 
for the name of Jesus.

In addition to loss of life resulting 
from COVID-19, the most common 
privations reported in Western 
society are economic. The Western 
world, ill-equipped for such struggles, 
succumbs to fear, and anxiously  
tries to predict outcomes with a 
worldly mindset rather than trusting 
in Christ. 

The persecution of Christians has 
not taken a break during this time. 
Our fellow brothers and sisters are 
still facing the reality they faced 
before COVID-19, with the additional 
complications of lack of work, as 
countries enforce lockdowns and 
restrict movement. We have many 
examples of these situations; 
China is continuing to strangle the 
worshipping of believers, driving 
them further underground. Pakistan 
is still imprisoning Christians falsely 
accused of blasphemy. Christians 
around the world are still being 
treated like second-class citizens 
when much-needed humanitarian 
aid is distributed. Christians are still 
targeted and being killed in many 
hostile countries.

So, what can we learn?

FROM OUR 
FOUNDER

Pastor Wurmbrand was imprisoned for 14 years in communist 
Romania between 1948 and 1964. He founded Voice of the 
Martyrs over 50 years ago to serve persecuted Christians. 

“One great lesson arose from all the 
beatings, tortures, and butchery of the 
Communists: that the spirit is master 
of the body. We felt the torture, but it 
often seemed as something distant 
and far removed from the spirit which 
was lost in the glory of Christ and His 
presence with us.”

Quoted from his book, Tortured for 
Christ $8.50 Code: B525

Richard Wurmbrand (1909 ─ 2001)
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Several years ago, they placed their faith in Christ and 
became involved in Christian ministry, which displeased the 
royal family as they are animists. Consequently, Mathias 
and family were no longer permitted to cultivate village land 
but were forced to farm some distance away.

At the beginning of 2019, Islamic extremists began 
indiscriminately attacking villages in northern Burkina Faso, 
causing many people to flee south. Matthias and his family 
decided to stay to help protect the area and encourage 
those who remained. 

One day, while working in their field, Matthias and his 
then pregnant wife heard jihadists attacking their village. 
Knowing that they are widely identified as Christians and 
that they would be killed if caught, they fled to the nearest 
city. They left with only what they had in their hands; the 
distant location of the field had saved their lives. 

They now reside in the capital of Burkina Faso but, as well-
known Christians, their lives are still in danger. Regardless, 
they are helping other Christians in need. They hope to 
someday return to their home.

With continuing attacks, the whole country is at risk of 
continued growth of Islamic extremism and violence.

With thousands of people displaced, the country is 
facing an unprecedented humanitarian crisis. The global 
pandemic reached Burkina Faso earlier this year and has 
compounded the problem.

So far this year, with the help of our supporters, Voice of the 
Martyrs has assisted more than 8,000 displaced persons 
by providing food and hygiene products.

“This is a great joy to me. For 
those who showed us mercy in 
our suffering, those who sent us 
this help, we say – thank you. 
May God grant you the desires 
of your heart. We can’t stop 
thanking you for what you have 
done in Jesus’ name.” 

– Bridgette, an aid recipient

Matthias and his wife are part 
of the traditional royal family of 
northern Burkina Faso.

PROVIDING AID TO 
BELIEVERS
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During her husband’s imprisonment, a pastor’s wife was helped and encouraged 
by the widow of a Christian martyr.

With a satisfied smile, Gulnora Kholmatov set a large plate 
of steaming osh, Tajikistan’s national dish of lamb and 
rice, in the centre of the table. From her seat at the table, 
Gulnora’s friend and mentor, Tamara, noted the changes 
she has seen in the family. “I remember when I came to 
Gulnora the first time, she was afraid to even open the 
door,” Tamara said. “Now I see that she is very different.”

Two years earlier, Gulnora was living in Tajikistan’s second 
largest city with her husband, Bakhrom Kholmatov, who 
pastored the Sonmin Sonbogym (Good News of Grace) 
Protestant Church in Khujan. The church had been 
established by South Korean missionaries years earlier, 
and Bakhrom had been its pastor for approximately 20 
years. He also led smaller gatherings in surrounding cities 
and taught at a discipleship school. 

Although Tajikistan guaranteed its citizens religious 
freedom after gaining independence from the Soviet Union 
in 1994, it retains a Soviet-era flavour with a strong police 
force and long-standing dictator. In 2009, a new religion 
law decreed mandatory registration for all religious groups, 
banned unregistered activity and proselytism, and placed 
strict controls on the content, publication and importation 
of religious materials.

Eventually, authorities decided the evangelical activities of 
Pastor Bakhrom and the Sonmin Sonbogym Church had 
gone far enough. In February 2017, officers of the State 
Committee for Religious Affairs interrupted worship at a 
smaller church Bakhrom pastored and proceeded to beat 
those in attendance. Insulting and swearing at church 
members, the officers demanded they renounce their faith.

Then, on 10 April, agents raided the Sonmin Sonbogym 
Church and arrested Bakhrom. Citing as evidence the 
Christian songs found on his computer and the Josh 
McDowell book More Than a Carpenter found among his 
possessions, authorities sentenced Pastor Bakhrom to 
three years in prison for his ‘extremist’ views.

Following Bakhrom’s imprisonment, Gulnora and their 
children suddenly found themselves in a situation they 
never expected. “When he was first arrested, I couldn’t 
even sleep,” Gulnora said. “I just walked around the house. 
For two weeks we did not eat; we were just so stressed and 
worried. We were afraid of everything.”

Gulnora and Bakhrom were the first in their respective 
families to leave Islam and place their faith in Christ. Their 
families did not understand why they chose to follow Jesus, 

Gulnora and children
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and Bakhrom’s arrest seemed further proof that the couple 
was doing something wrong. With no support from extended 
family, Gulnora had become the sole provider for their three 
teenage children. 

Thankfully, she did receive support from some of the few 
thousand believers in Tajikistan. When her husband was 
moved to a prison eight hours away and health problems 
prevented her from visiting more than once every couple of 
months, a team of believers from all over Tajikistan visited 
Bakhrom regularly to provide food and encouragement. 

God provided Gulnora herself with support from one of 
the few Christian women in the country who could truly 
empathise – Tamara Besarab. Tamara’s late husband, also 
a pastor, had been shot and killed in their home in 2004 
while Tamara was in an adjacent room. 

Tamara was compassionate but firm with Gulnora. “The first 
time [Tamara] came here,” Gulnora recalled, “she told me, 
‘Your husband is alive. He will come back. Mine is gone.’”

As Gulnora struggled with her own emotions, she was 
also trying to help her children understand their father’s 
imprisonment. “We had a lot of questions at first,” said 
their oldest son, Firdavs. 

“Why our family? Why our dad?” 

When the kids were able to accompany Gulnora on a visit 
to see Bakhrom, they asked their questions directly. In 
response, Bakhrom told his children to look up Acts 20:24 
(ESV), which says, “But I do not account my life of any value 

nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and 
the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to 
the Gospel of the grace of God.”

In his three-minute phone calls home, Bakhrom urged the 
children not to feel ashamed of his imprisonment. “I did not 
kill anybody,” he reminded them. “I did not steal anything. 
When I stand up in front of God, I will not be ashamed.”

Firdavs said his father’s example has had a profound effect 
on his faith. “Our God is great,” said Firdavs, “and we believe 
we will come out of this situation with a strong spirit.”

The family suffered another discouraging setback when the 
government confiscated the Sonmin Sonbogym Church’s 
facilities. Authorities argued that the church was not legally 
registered, even though it had registered in 1994 and again 
in 2009 when the religion law was passed. 

Despite the government’s attempt to shut them down, 
church members found a creative way to continue their 
worship and work. Since authorities had locked the 
sanctuary doors but not confiscated the property, the 
believers made a temporary sanctuary out of a shipping 
container and continued to worship. They also continued 
serving weekly meals to anyone who needed them, an 
important ministry in the economically underdeveloped 
country. “They took the building, but they didn’t take the 
church,” Gulnora said.

More than two years into her husband’s imprisonment, 
Gulnora was eagerly anticipating his expected release in 
six months. “We have passed through the most difficult 
time already,” she said. “It was not just us; we had people 
with us going through it. So praise God for our brothers 
and sisters. I don’t know how we would feel without their 
prayers and support.”

Gulnora and her family received letters from all over the 
world, further evidence that the worldwide body of Christ 
was standing with them in their trial. Although they weren’t 
allowed to bring the letters to Bakhrom, they sometimes 
shared the sentiments of their fellow believers. “It [was] a 
big encouragement for him,” Gulnora said. 

Bakhrom received an unexpected early release in December 
2019 and returned to his family. The government, however, 
has threatened to revoke the residency permits of two of his 
children who attend university in another country because 
of their affiliation with an ‘extremist’. Both the children and 
their parents remain committed to their faith and to serving 
the Lord.

Left: After Bakhrom’s surprise release, the
family had a joyful reunion by phone, as
their two older sons are studying outside
the country.

Gulnora and children Pastor Bakhrom (right)
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In Malaysia, both proselytising and apostasy are punishable by 
law. Yet, despite the risks, evangelists preach the Gospel and 
Malay Muslims accept Christ.
Proselytising to Muslims, while not 
illegal under federal law, is outlawed in 
10 of the 13 states (excepting Penang, 
Sabah, Sarawak and the Federal 
Territories). Punishments for those 
caught trying to convert them include 
jail time and whippings. 

Additionally, it is illegal for Malays 
to convert to Christianity. Former 
Muslim converts may be confined 
to ‘re-education camps’ that use 
brainwashing techniques, torture and 
propaganda to force them to return to 
Islam. 

VOM workers in Malaysia want to 
see people set free from spiritual 
bondage and courageously preach the 
Gospel, undeterred by the threat of 
punishment. 

These frontline workers report that 
Malay Muslims are very often open to 
the Gospel and many are coming to 
Christ in the face of persecution.

Gabrael is just one example.

Gabrael was born into a Muslim 
family in West Malaysia. He has no 

relationship with his mother who left 
while he was just a baby. His father, a 
devout Muslim, has three wives. 

Recently, after hearing the Gospel, 
Gabrael opened his heart and accepted 
Jesus as his Lord and Saviour. He then 
agreed to be baptised.

He phoned his Muslim father and told 
him he was no longer going to follow 
Islam. His father became very angry 
and started yelling over the phone. 
Gabrael was startled and hurt by his 
reaction. However, he stood firm and 
decided to be baptised regardless of 
the risk.

On the day of the baptism, he was so 
excited. According to a VOM worker, 
“There was much joy in his face and 
his eyes sparkled. He gave the biggest 
‘Yes’ when he publicly confirmed he 
wanted to be baptised.”

Gabrael has decided to attend an 
intensive two-month Bible study along 
with seven other Muslim background 
believers. He hopes to one day become 
a pastor.

Please pray for Gabrael, 
who hopes to soon 
reconnect with his 
father. Pray for his 
protection.

A YOUNG BELIEVER
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Vietnam has a repressive communist government which actively persecutes 
Christians, and Deacon Davi and his wife Mai were recently targeted.  
Yet, despite severe persecution, they refused to renounce their faith.

While Christianity is legal in Vietnam, the government still 
sees it as a threat. Believers from minority tribal groups 
typically face the harshest forms of persecution. Most 
Vietnamese practise ancestor worship, which is often 
blended with Buddhism. 

Recently, local authorities in a South Central Coast region 
of Vietnam ‘invited’ Deacon Davi and Mai to their office, 
in an attempt to force them to renounce their faith. The 
couple stood firm and eventually the authorities allowed 
Mai to return home to their two young children. Davi was 
detained with the justification that it would give him the 
opportunity to ‘rethink’. The authorities threatened Davi 
that if he didn’t renounce his faith within three days, he and 
his family would be banished from the village – their land 
and property would be confiscated.

While Davi was in prison, the authorities visited the 
family home. There, they insisted that Davi had signed a 
confession and renounced his faith. They demanded Mai 
do the same. Knowing the family struggled financially, they 
then proceeded to make promises to Mai as an incentive 
to comply. They assured her she would be provided with 
social assistance in addition to a monetary gift to start a 
business. 

Mai did not believe Davi had succumbed to their demands 
and rejected their offer. The officers became angry. They 
searched the house before leaving, taking with them Davi’s 
Bible.

During his detention, Davi was beaten and continually 
threatened but he boldly stood firm, saying, “Before I 
became a Christian, no one visited my family when we were 
struggling. We also had to spend a lot of money for offerings 
to idols. Our fellow Christians love us; they visit us and pray 
for us. We no longer have the burden of giving money to 
idols. Whatever the cost, we will never renounce our faith.”

As the authorities had no legal reason to detain Davi further, 
he was released. 

When Davi returned home, a VOM contact, along with other 
deacons from Davi’s church, visited the family and prayed 

with them. Davi and Mai were enormously encouraged. The 
VOM contact replaced the stolen Bible and supplied the 
family with provisions to help meet their needs.

The threats from the officers continue. Higher government 
authorities are putting pressure on local authorities to stop 
the spread of the Gospel at any cost. 

Please pray for the family’s safety and 
for all believers in the area.

FAMILY STANDS FIRM 



Westpac:  
BSB: 032 271  
Account No: 251377 

Swift: WPACAU2S (for international transfers) 
Please include your name or supporter 
number in the description line. 
 
Voice of the Martyrs  
PO Box 250 Lawson NSW 2783  
Australia  
p: 02 4759 7000
e: info@vom.com.au 

w: vom.com.au 

Remember the prisoners as if chained 
with them — those who are mistreated 
 — since you yourselves are in the  
body also. Hebrews 13:3
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All donations over $2 to  
Voice of the Martyrs Australia 

are tax deductible

You can bring joy to a child of the persecuted church by gifting $30. 

Let us know if your donation is a gift. We will send you a card that you can give to your loved one, letting them know that 
you have given them the opportunity to bless a child with a Christmas Care pack vom.com.au/christmascare

2021 PRAYER CALENDAR  
Voice of the Martyrs  

This special calendar is filled with 
photos which highlight God’s work 
in the persecuted church, along 
with daily prayer points. Use it as 
a reminder to pray regularly for 
your brothers and sisters in Christ. 
$10.00 Code: S359

WURMBRAND ‘PRAY FOR THEM’ PLANNER  
Voice of the Martyrs  

 
 

Voice of the Martyrs presents a new A5, 52-week, undated 
planner. The planner includes a daily persecution-related 
prayer point and a weekly devotion, written by VOM 
founder, Richard Wurmbrand, to encourage us to elevate 
our relationship with the Lord. Many of the illustrations 
used come from his experiences in prison or from fellow 
Christians who suffered as he did. With space to add your 
own dates, appointments/prayers/notes, this planner is 
ideal for home or office use. $20.00 Code: B551

FOXE: VOICES OF THE MARTYRS 
The Voice of the Martyrs 

For 2,000 years, Christians have courageously 
triumphed over beatings, stonings, burnings 
and every form of evil to boldly proclaim the 
truth of Jesus Christ. Foxe: Voices of the 
Martyrs, AD 33 – Today is their story and your 
Christian heritage. In the 16th century, English 
preacher John Foxe created what would later 
be called the “second most important book in 
history” after the Bible: Foxe’s Book of Martyrs. 
With dozens of images, modernised English 

and up-to-date accounts of martyrdom, Foxe: Voices of the 
Martyrs includes testimonies not only of Foxe’s heroes from 
the early church to the Reformation but also testimonies 
of those martyred during the Age of Enlightenment, the 
Industrial Revolution, throughout the 20th century and up 
to today. $30.00 Code: B544

Order from vom.com.au/shop

THIS MONTH’S RESOURCES


