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Local believer Johan told us a little about what it’s like to be 
a believer in Brunei at Christmas time.

“Sometimes I envy Christians in other nations who can 
celebrate Christmas freely. I wish this could happen in 
Brunei but currently it’s only a dream. 

“For Christians in Brunei, Christmas is very solemn. We are 
not allowed to play Christmas songs, sing carols or decorate 
our homes with lights. Greeting someone by saying “saying 
‘Merry Christmas’ is a great offence. 

“Believers do meet together to celebrate but we do so 
very quietly and for only a short time, to avoid drawing too  
much attention. 

“Most years, I am not able to celebrate with other believers 
on Christmas Day because of my job – I work as an officer 
for the government. My employers know I am a Christian 

Brunei is a Muslim-majority nation, 
where the people live under the rule 
of a dynastic sultan. The law of the 
land is a version of Islamic sharia. 
While some historic churches exist 
in Brunei, no new church buildings 
are allowed. Christians make up just 
9% of the population. The penalty 
for evangelising Muslims is up to five 
years in prison, a $22,000 fine or 
both. In 2015, all Christmas displays 
were outlawed.

CHRISTMAS IN BRUNEI

of encouragement to overcome the 
obstacles placed before them in their 
faith, whatever their age.

As you celebrate Christmas, I challenge 
you to reflect on all the blessings you 
have experienced this year and draw 
strength from those who suffer for the 
name of Jesus.

“But if we hope for what we do not see, 
we eagerly wait for it with perseverance” 
Romans 8:25.

I pray you and your loved ones will be 
blessed as you celebrate the birth of 
Jesus this Christmas.  Let it be a season 
of love, peace and joy, overflowing into 
2021.

Abundant blessings,

Tony Benjamin 
CEO

EDITORIAL Dear Friends,

During this time of celebration of the 
birth of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus, let 
us take a moment to remember those 
who do not have the privilege, as we do, 
to openly celebrate.

Living under the threat of persecution, 
however, faith surpasses all the suffering, 
threats and exclusion.

Voice of the Martyrs is running a 
campaign which will put a smile on 
the faces of many children. We will be 
distributing Christmas Care packs in 
several restricted nations. Each pack 
will include a children’s Bible and other 
items including toiletries, food and 
school supplies.

The smiles of children bring some relief 
and happiness to their families, many of 
which have experienced ongoing food 
shortages, coupled with restrictions on 
practising their faith freely.

We often hear in churches around this 
time that Christmas is about Christ and 
what He has done for us. We celebrate 
the birth of our Saviour, as the precious 
gift to humanity.

Yet for those who sacrifice so much for 
the love of the Gospel, a little extra joy 
surely is never misplaced.

The joy is not only for the gifts of 
filled backpacks, but the greater joy 

ABOUT OUR 
FOUNDER

Pastor Wurmbrand was imprisoned for 14 years in communist 
Romania between 1948 and 1964. He founded Voice of the 
Martyrs over 50 years ago to serve persecuted Christians. 

In 1965, friends ransomed the 
Wurmbrand family from Romania. The 
communists were selling prisoners 
to the West, most for about $2,000. 
The price on the Wurmbrands’ heads? 
$10,000. On a cold Christmas Eve, 
Sabina, Richard and their son, Michael, 
arrived at the airport in Oslo, Norway. A 
few faithful friends met the freed family.

– Merv Knight, 
   VOM Australia co-founder

Richard and Sabina Wurmbrand

and so they refuse to give me time off, even though I apply 
for leave months in advance. 

“Sometimes Christians will travel to the border of Malaysia 
where there is a little more freedom. It is such a blessed 
time to be with family and other believers from Malaysia. 
Our fellowship with them is very special.

“Brunei is not a nation of free people; people here are 
fearful to even laugh loudly. My prayer and hope is that the 
Bruneian people will find freedom in Christ and that all of 
Brunei will come to know salvation in the Lord.”

Please pray for Johan. Many times he has been offered a 
promotion within the government but only if he converts to 
Islam. He says, sometimes the stress he feels due to the 
pressure at work is so intense, he finds it difficult to sleep 
and to pray.

CHRISTMAS CROSSING
According to Human Rights Watch, North Korea remains one of the most repressive 
authoritarian states in the world.

The Kim regime allows for no religious freedom, requiring 
all North Koreans to follow the Juche religion. It uses food 
and propaganda to keep its people under control – and 
concentration camps, torture and executions to punish 
transgressors.

Anyone discovered to be a Christian is considered an enemy 
of the state. Christians are sent to concentration camps, 
where they are starved, overworked and tortured.

Members of the community are required to serve as 
government informants. Those who are aware of Christian 

activity but do not report it to the government are  
also punished.

It’s little wonder that many North Korean people go in 
search of food or freedom.

Defectors know that they are putting their lives on the line 
because not only do they have to successfully cross the border, 
but they also have to make it safely out of China. If they are 
caught in China, they are repatriated back to North Korea, to 
face the consequences. Their goal is to make it to South Korea, 
where they automatically become South Korean citizens. 
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Most escape from North Korea over the eastern part of 
its border with China, across the icy Tumen River, which 
winds around the northern tip of North Korea. If they cross 
successfully, they will be in mainland China. If they are 
caught, the consequences for them and their families are 
severe.

Mr and Mrs Bae were underground Christians in North 
Korea, who successfully made it to South Korea, after 
crossing the Tumen River into China. 

Their story is recounted in the book, These are the 
Generations, by VOM Korea CEO Eric Foley.

Mr Bae was born and raised in a Christian family who 
practised their faith for three generations in North Korea. 
Mr and Mrs Bae met at the Wonsan University of Economics 
where Mrs Bae was studying teaching. After marrying and 
starting a family, Mr Bae was sent to prison for evangelising 
a friend who was having marriage troubles. He spent a year 
in prison before being miraculously released.

After his release, the state political security department 
continued to monitor Mr Bae. In fact, the whole family was 
under close watch. The children were discipled as Christians 
at home and Mr and Mrs Bae were worried that they would 
unintentionally reveal the family’s Christian identity.

Mrs Bae said, “They were very innocent. So we decided to 
escape from North Korea for the future of our children.”

Mr Bae, who left before Mrs Bae and the children said, “I 
would leave everything and follow God, in order to save 
everything that I held dear and knew I could not save on 
my own. So I decided to leave North Korea and go not only 
to China but all the way to South Korea. By God’s grace I 
would make a way for my whole family to follow, in the hope 
that one day, we could save our people too.”

Months later, Mrs Bae, her son and her pregnant 
daughter fled North Korea into the Tumen River at night …  
at Christmas.

Mrs Bae recounts, “Finally, we selected a location to cross. 
The decision came with a lot of concern for me because 
of my daughter’s pregnancy. In order to cross the river, 
we’d have to first lower ourselves down a cliff face about 
3.5 metres high. My daughter saw my worry and urged me 
to trust in God – an admonition that became a whole lot 
easier when we found a rope nearby, which I knew was 
God’s provision. So my son jumped down. I jumped down. 
My daughter hesitated not at all, scrambling down without 
a trace of fear and taking off running in a mad dash with 
the rest of us once she reached the bottom.

“The river was about 150 metres wide at that point, and 
we had to just throw ourselves into it and swim across it 
as fast as we could, ignoring the piercing liquid cold and 
the possible impact on my daughter’s pregnancy. The last 
voices I heard in North Korea were the shouts of people in 
the city crying out, ‘Catch them! Catch them!’ Maybe God 
didn’t exactly part the river for us, but He restrained those 
who sought to do us harm until we could safely reach the 
other side. That was exodus enough.

“Who can forget that first glimpse of the land outside of 
North Korea? We were greeted by a blaze of Christmas 
lights. Christmas – I had almost forgotten! The birth of 
Emmanuel, God with us. Surely God is with us. 

“There was no time to stop, stand, reflect, or even thank 
Him for this, as guards ply both sides of the river. Still, it was 
impossible not to be struck by the contrast between the 
panoply of lights on the China side and the impenetrable 
blackness of the North Korean night. On the far side of the 
river, the citizens had no idea it was Christmas and certainly 
no concept of the God who is Emmanuel.”

The family are safe in South Korea. Mrs Bae has struggled 
for years with declining health. This year has been harder 
for her than previous ones. She is under a doctor’s care, 
but we trust you will join us in praying for the intervention 
of the Greater Physician – and Mrs Bae’s restoration to full 
health, this Christmas.

Voice of the Martyrs worker Petr Jasek spent two 
Christmases in a Sudanese prison. 

In 2015, Petr travelled to Khartoum, Sudan, to meet with 
pastors and other Christians to evaluate how VOM could 
help and encourage persecuted Sudanese believers.

Petr was arrested at the airport on his way out of the country, 
charged with espionage and other crimes and sentenced to 
life in prison. The Czech government negotiated his release 
in February 2017.

The story of his imprisonment – and the ministry God 
allowed him inside – is told in the book, Imprisoned with 
ISIS: Faith in the Face of Evil. In its pages, Petr recounts 
how helpless and alone he felt the first Christmas he was in 
prison. He recounts that with God’s help, he built a prison 
ministry and was able to conduct a service the second 
Christmas he was there.

Christmas 2015
“My cellmates and I spent Christmas Eve cleaning our room 
and trying to dry our belongings. I welcomed the distraction 
because it gave me something to think about other than 
my family back home in the Czech Republic celebrating 
Christmas – the most anticipated day of celebration and 
worship in the Christian year. Thinking about my family 
celebrating the birth of Christ without me made me feel so 
helpless and alone. 

“This was the first Christmas I had ever been separated 
from my wife and children. As we worked, I remembered 
Christmas songs in my mind, songs my father taught me 
when I was a young boy. 

“The internal melodies encouraged me for a while, but when 
they flooded me with memories of my family and brought 
me to the brink of tears, I swept them from my mind like the 
water saturating my cell.”

Christmas 2016
“It was Christmas Eve day – my second Christmas 
imprisoned in Sudan – and I was staring at more than two 
hundred prisoners who had squeezed into our chapel. We 
had to add more chairs and benches to accommodate 
them all. The prison authorities let us borrow loudspeakers, 
which the Sudanese Christians enjoyed singing through, 

and the noise even drew Muslims who would be sharing 
this Christmas holiday with us.  

“It was a very emotional service. Shortly before my sermon, 
I was able to call my family briefly from one of the functional 
toilets in the chapel. Hurrying, I told them I had only a few 
minutes to talk since I was about to preach that night.

“We stayed in the chapel the whole night, praying and 
preparing for the next day, and in the morning, the local 
Catholic priest arrived at the chapel. For the first and only 
time in the history of Al-Huda Prison, one hundred men on 
death row were allowed to attend our chapel. These were 
men who were placed in the death cell – a holding cell for 
men about to be executed. Pastor Hassan and Pastor Kuwa 
visited the death cell every Sunday and preached to these 
men, but because I was a foreigner, the guards didn’t allow 
me to join them.

“On Christmas, I was finally able to meet the Christian 
prisoners from death row for the first time. With tears 
spilling from our eyes, we hugged each other. These men 
were destined to die, and I embraced them knowing they 
would likely be executed before we had the chance to meet 
again on earth.

“We would see each other in heaven soon enough.”  

Petr’s book can be purchased at vom.com.au/shop

CHRISTMAS WITH ISIS
At Christmas time, in the free world, we 
celebrate the gift of Jesus openly and very 
often surrounded by family and friends. As 
we thank God for His gift of love this month, 
let us remember to pray for Christians 
imprisoned for their faith – those who will 
be spending Christmas in prison, and maybe 
even in solitary confinement.
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“In much travail Christ is born in many hearts,” Richard wrote, reflecting on the 
14 Christmases he spent in prison.

It was Christmas Eve and Richard Wurmbrand had just 
returned to his cell after 12 hours of slave labour in the 
bitter Romanian winter. His body ached, he was shivering 
and his stomach churned with hunger. For another hour, 
Captain Stan kept him and his fellow prisoners standing at 
attention. 

“This has become hard as steel from beating prisoners,” the 
captain shouted while baring his fist. “I can crack any of you 
with one punch. I promise that for tomorrow’s feast you’ll be 
beaten worse than ever. Christ was not born for you. Nobody 
loves you. Your wives are now with other men. Your children 
are now communists and curse you. Merry Christmas.”

Richard and several of his cellmates knew otherwise. They 
knew that Jesus loved them and that He was born for every 
man in that prison, including Captain Stan. 

After the captain had left, one of Richard’s cellmates, 
Pastor Craciun, stretched out his weakened body on the 
few wooden planks that served as a bed and whispered to 
Richard, “Tomorrow might be unpleasant, but ‘He that keeps 
Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep’” (Psalm 121:4). A 
moment later, the pastor was sleeping peacefully.

In the 14 Christmases Richard spent in prison, he met some 
who were not able to sleep as peacefully as Pastor Craciun. 

“Help me! I have tortured many innocents,” cried Sepeanu, a 
former colonel in the communist secret police who lay dying 
in Richard’s cell. Communists jailed not only Christians, 
Jews and political opponents but also their own comrades. 
“I am going to hell,” he moaned to another pastor in the cell.

The pastor, who suffered for a faith that Richard knew 
wasn’t biblical, told the tormented officer, “Don’t worry! God 
is good. He has no hell.”

FOURTEEN CHRISTMASES IN PRISON

“If you burned with remorse as I do,” replied Sepeanu, “you 
would know there is a hell. I feel as if I am gliding toward it.”

In that moment, Richard witnessed the unbelieving pastor 
give the only message that brings peace: “No sin against 
God’s majesty goes without punishment, but Jesus has 
borne the punishment due to us. Through His blood we are 
saved from hell.” The communist was converted, and the 
pastor had learned a lesson from the admonition of a dying 
torturer.

Jesus was born in both their hearts.

In another cell, Richard once overheard a conversation 
between a pastor named Simeon and a thief named Cunia. 
Every day Cunia stole Simeon’s eyeglasses and then offered 
to return them in exchange for the pastor’s supply of sugar. 
Pastor Simeon never complained, and then one day he said 
to the thief, “I give you the sugar gladly. You don’t need to 
blackmail me by taking my glasses.”

“Why don’t you get angry and report me?” Cunia asked.

“Because I want you to become a better man,” Simeon 
replied. “I love you.”

“Nobody loves me,” Cunia said. “I am a thief.”

“It is Christmas, Jesus’ birth,” Simeon continued. “He loved 
thieves so much that He likened Himself to a thief who 
comes in the night. I too have learned much from thieves. 
You are passionate in your trade; you go to great lengths to 
get money. You suffer repeatedly, but, once freed, you revert 
to stealing. You are a model of persistence. Like you, I too 
like gold. I have chosen as my eternal abode a city where 
even the streets are paved with gold. Jesus came from there 
to enrich us. There is no need to steal any more.” Again, 

the story was told about the Son of God who was born in a 
stable to save us. 

“Peering through the hollow eyes of death one can see the 
highest quality of life,” Richard wrote as he recalled these 
stories. “On Christmas the Son of God was made man 
that we might become children of God. His aim has been 
fulfilled. There are real children of God.”

On another Christmas Eve, Richard lay sick in bed while an 
abbot named Iscu lay in another bed on his right, awaiting 
death from the tortures he had endured. The abbot was 
serene, knowing he would soon be with Jesus in heaven. He 
spoke little, but when he did “he breathed truth that can be 
known only in deep pain,” Richard wrote. 

On Richard’s left was another prisoner – the man who had 
tortured Iscu. His comrades had turned on him, and he too, 
had been imprisoned and tortured. 

Distraught by his deeds, this man woke Richard during the 
night. “I have committed horrible crimes,” he confessed. “I 
can find no rest. Help me,” he pleaded. 

Just then, Iscu called two other prisoners to his side to 
help him. Leaning on them, he walked slowly to his former 
torturer and sat down at his bedside. “You were young and 
did not know what you were doing,” he said, caressing the 
man’s head. “I forgive and love you, as do all the other 
Christians you mistreated. And if we sinners who have been 
saved by Jesus can love like this, how much more is He 
ready to erase all the evil you have done, to cleanse you 
fully. Only repent.” 

In that common cell in which there was no privacy, Richard 
heard the torturer confessing his crimes to the tortured. 
And he overheard the tortured absolving his torturer before 
they embraced. 

Both men died that night, on Christmas Eve. It was not 
simply a commemoration of the event in Bethlehem. It was 
Jesus being born in the heart of a criminal. 

“This is the real meaning of Christmas,” Richard wrote. 
“Such men love the cross and endure its humiliation. They 
follow the Man of Sorrows in suffering that has been freely 
chosen for the sake of truth.” 

THANK YOU MESSAGES TO 
VOM AND ITS SUPPORTERS
Laos
First of all we would like to thank to the Lord Jesus Christ 
for His love and mercy on us, and again we would like to 
thank VOM Australia that empowers us to serve the Lord 
Jesus Christ to our brethren who face hardship because 
they stand firm. Also thanks to brothers and sisters in Christ 
that remember us in prayer. 

Philippines
Thank you so much for being  an instrument and many 
blessings to these suffering churches in the Philippines. We 
always challenge the churches to pray for VOM that the Lord 
will continue to bless and be an instrument to reach more of 
the suffering persecuted churches around the world. 

China
We appreciate everything you’ve given to be a part of this 
important work. You are helping build communities on the 
faithful promises of the Lord. The gift of Christ’s salvation 
and his constant presence through his Spirit are truly the 
best gifts we can share!

China
We thank God that VOM has been working with frontline 
workers for decades on end. We pray that with the support 
from beloved and faithful supporters of VOM, the works of 
the Lord will continue, just like the time of the Apostles!

Malaysia
Thank you very much for your prayer and support which has 
benefited and impacted the lives of many people.

Indonesia
I’m thankful to VOM Australia who has helped our ministry. 
Our missionaries on the field still need your support. God 
bless you.

Vietnam
Thank you so much for prayers and support for us. God is so 
good all the time. We can see the power of God all around 
us. The brothers and sisters in Vietnam wholeheartedly 
dedicate themselves to God despite persecution and 
hardship. They are needy but are not giving up and remain 
faithful to Him. 

Turkey
Thank you for your kindness and faith in us. Your generosity 
has been very timely indeed. God bless you all. 

Nigeria
We are saying ‘Mungode’ (we thank you) to the VOM team 
and partners, for standing with us and praying for us as we 
learn the ways of Jesus after persecution and conflict. 

You can read his story in 
Wurmbrand: Tortured for 
Christ – The Complete 
Story, available at 
vom.com.au/shop



2021 PRAYER CALENDAR  
Voice of the Martyrs 

This special calendar is filled with 
photos which highlight God’s work 
in the persecuted church, along 
with daily prayer points. Use it as 
a reminder to pray regularly for 
your brothers and sisters in Christ. 
$10.00 Code: S359

WURMBRAND ‘PRAY FOR THEM’ PLANNER  
Voice of the Martyrs  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Voice of the Martyrs presents a new A5, 52-week, undated 
planner. The planner includes a daily persecution-related 
prayer point and a weekly devotion, written by VOM 
founder, Richard Wurmbrand, to encourage us to elevate 
our relationship with the Lord. Many of the illustrations 
used come from his experiences in prison or from fellow 
Christians who suffered as he did. With space to add your 
own dates, appointments/prayers/notes, this planner is 
ideal for home or office use. $20.00 Code: B551

CALENDAR AND PLANNER SET  
Order our calendar and a planner set and save $5.00. 
$25.OO Code S362

IMPRISONED WITH ISIS: FAITH IN THE FACE OF EVIL  
Petr Jasek with Rebecca George 

Petr Jasek visited Sudan in 2015 on behalf 
of VOM to evaluate how the mission could 
help persecuted Christians there. Before 
boarding the plane home, he was detained 
and questioned by security agents and later 
charged with espionage, waging war against 
the state and undermining the constitution. 
He was sentenced to life in prison. Petr was 
placed in a prison cell with ISIS fighters. 

Now Petr shares the harrowing but inspiring story of how 
God sustained his strength and courage while giving him a 
new purpose during his ordeal. $20.00 Code: B542

Order from vom.com.au/shop

Westpac:  
BSB: 032 271  
Account No: 251377 

Swift: WPACAU2S (for international transfers) 
Please include your name or supporter 
number in the description line. 
 
Voice of the Martyrs  
PO Box 250 Lawson NSW 2783  
Australia  
p: 02 4759 7000
e: info@vom.com.au 

w: vom.com.au 

Remember the prisoners as if chained 
with them — those who are mistreated 
 — since you yourselves are in the  
body also. Hebrews 13:3

       

Published by and © Voice of the Martyrs Ltd 2020 unless 
otherwise indicated. Names may have been changed to protect 
individuals' identities. Unless otherwise indicated,  all Scripture 
quotations are taken from the New King James Version of the Holy 
Bible. Copyright © 1982 Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved.

All donations over $2 to  
Voice of the Martyrs Australia 

are tax deductible

You can bring joy to a child of the persecuted church by gifting $30. 

Let us know if your donation is a gift. We will post you a card that you can give to your loved one, letting them know that 
you have given them the opportunity to bless a child with a Christmas Care pack vom.com.au/christmascare

THIS MONTH’S RESOURCES


