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Ibrahim is just one example.

Ibrahim is 71 years old; he lives in Upper Egypt with his 
wife of 40 years. For most of his adult life, he worked as 
a labourer in construction. He carried cement, sand and 
bricks to provide for his wife and children. 

In retirement, he receives just $140 per month as a pension 
from the government. This amount is not enough for 
Ibrahim and his wife to live on and their now adult children 
financially assist when they can. 

Over time, Ibrahim’s sight has deteriorated. He was 
particularly unhappy when he could no longer read the 
small print of his Bible. He could not afford to pay for an eye 
examination, nor could he afford glasses. 

Last year, a VOM-sponsored mobile medical clinic came 
to Ibrahim’s village. This particular clinic specialised in 
eye care. Ibrahim attended the clinic where his eyes were 
examined and he was provided with glasses, free of charge.

Ibrahim is once again able to read the Bible and he spends 
much time reading the words of his precious Saviour.

Voice of the Martyrs Australia funded 10 mobile medical 
clinics in 2020, in Upper Egypt and Alexandria.

In addition to eye care, specialist doctors including 
gastroenterologists, dermatologists, urologists, 
gynaecologists and ENT surgeons provided various 
treatments as needed.

Clinic teams also conduct outreach ministries to provide 
Bibles, Christian literature, teaching and prayer. These 
clinics not only operate as an opportunity to provide for 
persecuted believers struggling with poverty, but also as an 
outreach to Muslims in the community.

Voice of the Martyrs intends to fund this project again in 
2021.  If you would like to partner with us to provide medical 
care to our brothers and sisters in Egypt, please donate  
to VOMedical.

to pay for cancer treatment drugs for 
one month. This dear sister still needs 
a further six months of medication for 
the treatment to be effective.

The reports we receive from restricted 
nations often reveal the lowest acts 
of inhumanity, including withholding 
essential medical treatment from 
Christians, just because of their faith.

The most distressing part for me and 
my team is deciding on whom we can 
help and whom we sadly cannot, due 
to a lack of financial resources. This 
is especially difficult when all the 
requests are real and from faithful 
believers who find themselves in dire 
need.

Please accept the challenge, alongside 
us, to provide medical assistance to 
our dear brothers and sisters in Christ 
who suffer for HIs name.

With your help, we can extend our 
resources further, as we continue to 
seek God’s wisdom and pray for His 
discernment.

Thank you for your support and the 
blessing you are to the work of Voice 
of the Martyrs.

We pray 2021 is a blessed and 
prosperous year for you and your 
loved ones.

Yours in Christ,

Tony Benjamin 
CEO

EDITORIAL Dear Friends,

As we close the chapter on 2020, a 
challenging year with the COVID-19 
pandemic affecting each one of 
us in some way, we can thank God 
that we live in a society which works 
to uplift us and improve our well-
being, rather than drag us down or  
disadvantage us.

In many restricted nations, Christians 
have been further marginalised during 
the pandemic. Many have been denied 
daily food, safe refuge and much-
needed medical help. Lives have been 
lost due to a lack of medical help 
as treatment was not given to those 
Christians in a timely manner.

In the last eight months we have 
received more cries for medical help 
from Christians in restricted nations 
than ever before, so we commence 
2021 with directing our attention to 
the medical needs of our persecuted 
fellow believers.

We have received reports of children 
going blind simply because a cataract 
operation, which costs less than $50, 
is not affordable due to persecution-
related poverty.

We recently heard from a believer 
who escaped from Syria as a refugee 
to Jordan. She is in urgent need of 
treatment for cancer. As refugees, 
the family are living in poverty. After 
selling all the possessions they had 
escaped with, the family were able 

Pastor Wurmbrand was imprisoned for 14 years in communist Romania 
between 1948 and 1964. He founded Voice of the Martyrs over 50 years ago 
to serve persecuted Christians. 

FROM OUR 
FOUNDER

“When my family and I were ransomed 
out of Romania and brought to Norway, 
doctors in Oslo, seeing all this and the 
scars in my lungs from tuberculosis, 
declared that my being alive today 
is a pure miracle! According to their 
medical books, I should have been 
dead for years. I know myself that it is 
a miracle. God is a God of miracles.”

Quoted from his book, Tortured for 
Christ $8.50 Code: B525

RICHARD WURMBRAND (1909 ─ 2001)

EGYPT:  
MOBILE MEDICAL  
CLINICS

In Egypt, Christians often struggle to receive 
proper medical care in Muslim-controlled 
hospitals and clinics, and some are even 
unable to access them at all. Systemic 
discrimination including limited access to 
education and jobs results in poverty, leaving 
access to any medical care out of reach.

Please pray that the recipients of this care will see the 
help as a blessing from God and be encouraged in their 
walk with Him.

ONE OF THE 10 VOM-FUNDED MOBILE CLINICS

“SURELY BLESSING I WILL 
BLESS YOU, AND MULTIPLYING 
I WILL MULTIPLY YOU.” 

HEBREWS 6:14
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Christians in Pakistan face difficulty, 
discrimination and persecution because of 
their Christian identity. Making up just 1.8% 
of the population, they are relegated to the 
lowest, dirtiest, most menial jobs. Christians 
are among the most impoverished in 
Pakistan and are susceptible to debilitating 
health conditions.

Most work as bonded labourers in brick kilns, in factories, 
mills, on the land or as manual labourers. Children 
frequently work alongside their parents to complete daily 
work quotas. They usually work on daily wages which is just 
enough to cover their most basic needs. Medical care is out 
of reach.

In 2020, for the second year, Voice of the Martyrs Australia 
helped provide much-needed healthcare for our brothers 
and sisters in Pakistan. 

Thousands of Christians remain in camps designated for 
internally displaced people. Life is a constant struggle, and 
in some places it’s even difficult to find food. Famine in the 
north has resulted from ongoing jihadi activities.

Diseases like hepatitis B and C are preventable with a 
simple vaccine, given at birth. Unfortunately, because of 
a decade or more of attacks, children no longer receive 
routine childhood vaccinations. These diseases are on the 
rise in rural areas where no longer are there functioning 
hospitals or clinics. 

This is particularly evident in the Barkin Ladi Local 
Government Area, where Fulani attacks are frequent and 
deadly. This large area, with more than a million residents, 
has no screening or treatment centre for viral hepatitis, 
despite having an incidence of the disease amongst the 
highest in the world. 

Displaced families, often with the added responsibility of 
caring for the children of deceased relatives, have little 
means of providing the children with the level of care and 
education needed. Hepatitis makes their care even more 
challenging. The chance of survival for these children 
without treatment is significantly reduced.

Chronic hepatitis causes ongoing episodes of severe 
illness, including swelling of the liver, and makes malaria, 
endemic in the region, more likely to cause serious liver 
damage and death. 

VOM partners in Nigeria care for more than 300 children 
who have lost one or both parents to religious violence. At 
their ministry centre, these children are lovingly cared for 
and receive a high-quality Christian education. On arrival, 
each child is screened at the centre’s medical clinic. Many 
are found to be affected by disease and some are found 
to have bullet wounds from earlier attacks. Treatment and 
vaccinations are carried out at the clinic where possible. 
Children with severe illness or injury are taken to a  
nearby hospital.

Our partners are seeking a way to expand their medical 
outreach in order to help people in highly populated  
rural areas.

Please pray for those suffering the severe effects of violent 
attacks in Nigeria. Please also pray for our partners, who in 
Christ’s name are providing aid to those who need it most.

PAKISTAN: HEALTH
CARE FOR
CHRISTIANS

NIGERIA: THE DEBILITATING AND EXTENSIVE  
CONSEQUENCES OF PERSECUTION 
The Boko Haram Islamic extremist group 
and Fulani Islamic militants regularly 
attack Christians throughout northern 
Nigeria and nearly all Christians in the 
region have lost family members to 
violence. The effects on the surviving 
victims of these attacks can be 
devastating and numerous.

In September and October, 800 women and 900 children 
were examined by Christian medical and technical 
practitioners. Patients received vaccinations, testing and 
treatment for various health concerns. As many as 60% of 
children and 45% of women were severely anaemic, and 
several needed blood transfusions. 

Additionally, 750 older men and women were screened 
for eye problems with 47 of them receiving sight- 
restoring operations. 

Health and hygiene education was also provided. 

The recipients were grateful to have access to healthcare 
specialists, free of charge. They were thankful to God for 
the care and concern shown by Australian Christians. 

This year, Voice of the Martyrs intends to repeat this project. 
If you would like to partner with us to provide much-needed 
healthcare to Pakistani Christians in 2021, please donate 
to VOMedical. 

HEALTH  
AND HYGIENE 
LECTURE

MOBILE 
MEDICAL 
STAFF 

GOITRE 
CAUSED BY 
IODINE 
DEFICIENCY

PATIENT 
INTAKE
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Jatya lives in a village heavily populated with paid 
informants of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a 
national volunteer organisation with millions of members 
who intimidate and even force Christians to return to their 
nation’s Hindu roots. 

In 1992, Jatya was ordered to sign a document promising 
to stop sharing the Gospel. When he refused, police broke 
all of his fingers. He has been beaten by Hindu radicals, 
locked in a jail cell for a week and whipped with a bicycle 
chain, but he continues to faithfully share the Gospel in his 
village. “Until my last breath, I want to serve and live my life 
for Jesus,” he said. 

Jatya keeps a manila packet full of documents from the 
cases filed against him, along with photos and newspaper 
clippings recounting the eight times he has been beaten 
for sharing the Gospel. Today, although 93 years old and 
hard of hearing, Jatya continues to share the Gospel and 
lead Sunday services with his son. He is still not free of the 
legal cases filed against him and is required to attend court 
every month. 

Six months after VOM met and interviewed Jatya, his wife 
passed away. His daughter, who now takes care of him, 
said, “He prays every day for everyone and also sends his 
regards to everyone.”

WHERE ARE
THEY NOW?

November 2017 Newsletter 

“My name is Mashingil Philemon of Rugu community, Gashish, 
Barkin Ladi LGA, Plateau State, Nigeria. I am married and have four 
children. I was a successful farmer.

“On 23 June 2018, I was sitting with my friend; we were 
talking with one another. Suddenly we heard gunshots, so 
we ran into the community to see what was happening. The 
sight of Fulani men killing our people greeted us. We all 
began to run, seeking refuge. I ran with one of my friends 
into a room. We did not know that the Fulani men had seen 
us. They started shooting into the room where we hid. As 
they shot at us, they shouted (in Arabic), ‘Allah is great.’ We 
cried out and they said they had come to kill us. 

“The room was locked, and we heard loud sounds like 
people trying to break the wall. They stopped and soon after 
we could smell petrol. They set fire to the house. The fire 
was intense, and my friend said he would go out. I said to 
him that I would rather die in the fire than go out for those 
men to kill me. We stayed in the room even as the fire grew 
more intense and began to burn us.  We screamed in pain 
then lay very still on the floor, pretending to be dead.

“After the fire died down, the men came in and checked us. 
They must have thought we were dead as they soon left. 

“Hours later, when the raid was over, we came out of 
hiding. We were both badly burned. At first, we thought 
we were the only ones left alive, but we soon found other 
survivors. No one wanted to take us to the hospital as they 
feared encountering the Fulani men. My brother decided 
to take me to the next village for medical help. It was a 
long journey.

“I have had many surgeries for my burns and I still  
need more.”

VOM partners have provided medical help and other 
necessities to Mashingil, his family and the community.

“I am truly grateful to them for coming to the aid of my 
people. It has really given me hope and I know that we are 
not forgotten. The medical aid has provided me with the 
opportunity to once again be reviewed by doctors. I could 
not afford to go to the hospital for follow-up. My family is 
grateful for the food aid. We have been short of food for a 
long time.

“We pray that God gives you the means to extend this help 
to other areas of northern Nigeria.”

NIGERIA:
TESTIMONY

MASHINGIL WITH HIS WIFE AND  
TWO OF HIS CHILDREN

JATYA: INDIA
On 20 December 2015, Pastor Yang Hua’s wife expected 
to pick him up from the Chinese prison where he had been 
held since 9 December. When she arrived, she instead 
watched four men shove her husband, also known as Li 
Guozhi, into an unmarked van and leave the prison. Later, 
after being accused of divulging state secrets, he spent 
924 days in prison before being released in June 2018. 

While in prison, Yang wrote these words of encouragement 
to his wife: “Never be dejected and despondent; always 
look up at our Lord, and always keep the spiritual life above 
the chaos … rest in God’s arms. Be upright and take care. 
Be prepared for the rest of the road. I will go with you. If the 
Lord doesn’t allow it, not a single hair will drop to the floor.” 

Some believe his imprisonment was intended to intimidate 
the Living Stone Church, which he founded in Guiyang, 
Guizhou, in 2009. When the church began to grow in 
size and influence, it came under increasing government 
scrutiny and pressure. Church members had continued 
to gather regularly in small groups until the onset of the 
coronavirus pandemic, when they moved to online worship. 

When China relaxed some of its pandemic-related 
restrictions, the church again began gathering in small 
groups. “They are having everything, including Bible study, 
children’s classes and baptism preparation classes,” a 
Christian contact in China said. Pastor Yang remains under 
constant surveillance and is unable to travel freely. 

August 2016 newsletter
YANG HUA: CHINA 
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Please include your name or supporter 
number in the description line.
 

Voice of the Martyrs  
PO Box 250 Lawson NSW 2783  
Australia  
p: 02 4759 7000

e: info@vom.com.au 

w: vom.com.au 

 

Remember the prisoners as if chained 
with them — those who are mistreated 
 — since you yourselves are in the  
body also. Hebrews 13:3
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All donations over $2 to Voice of the Martyrs Australia are tax deductible

We provide assistance for Christians who have been injured or are suffering ill health from 
persecution, including forced poverty and discrimination. This is accomplished by providing 
medical examinations, along with testing and treatment including surgery, prescriptions, 
healthcare supplies, prosthetics, specialised counselling and rehabilitation. 

There are many Christians who suffer injuries or mental and physical ill health as a result of 
persecution. You can help by making a tax-deductible donation to VOMedical. 

To give to VOMedical go to vom.com.au/donate

PRAYER CALENDAR AND PLANNER SET 
Voice of the Martyrs
This special set 
includes a calendar 
that is filled with photos 
which highlight God’s 
work in the persecuted 
church, along with daily 
prayer points. It also 
includes an A5, 52-
week, undated planner. 
The planner includes 
a daily persecution-related prayer point and a weekly 
devotion, written by VOM founder, Richard Wurmbrand.  
$25 Code: S362

TRAGEDY IN KABUL 
Hannelie Groenewold
Tragedy in Kabul tells the story of a 
woman of God who lost her beloved 
husband, son and daughter in a cruel 
terror attack in Afghanistan. It tells 
the story of a faithful believer living in 
obedience, convinced of God’s love and 
protection as promised in His Word. And 
then suddenly to be confronted with the 
questions: Lord, how could something like 
this happen? Lord, where are you now?  
$20 Code: B539

EXTREME DEVOTION 
The Voice of the Martyrs 
A daily devotional containing 365 stories 
of ancient to modern-day believers who 
sacrificed everything for Christ. The 
believers found in this book are not 
victims; they are victors. Their stories 
stretch across history, from Jesus’ own 
disciples to modern-day martyrs. Each of 
these believers is an example to us and 
an example of extreme devotion to Christ. 
$30 Code: B413

Order from vom.com.au/shop
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