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Pastor Wurmbrand was imprisoned for 14 years in communist Romania
between 1948 and 1964. He founded Voice of the Martyrs over 50 years ago
to serve persecuted Christians.

From our
Founder

“Often, after a secret service,
Christians were caught and sent to
prison. There, Christians wear chains
with the gladness with which a bride
wears a precious jewel received from
her beloved.”

China: ONGOING

HARASSMENT
OF CHURCH
LEADER
After being in jail (and later probation)
for nearly two years, Elder Li Yingqiang
of Early Rain Covenant Church moved
his family back to Chengdu to reunite
with their fellow church members.

Quoted from his book, Tortured for
Christ $8.50 Code: B525

ELDER LI PICTURED WITH HIS FAMILY

When authorities in Chengdu received news of his return,
they immediately began harassing and threatening his
family again.

RICHARD WURMBRAND (1909 ─ 2001)

On Sunday 11 October, Chengdu authorities took Elder Li
Yingqiang to the police station for questioning. Below is an
update he sent detailing his experience.
******************************************

Editorial

Dear Friends,
As people have been consumed with
COVID-19 for the past 12 months, the
plight of those imprisoned for their
faith seems to have become less
important in the eyes of the world.
In China, the number of Christians
imprisoned skyrocketed as the
Chinese Communist Party exercised
its authority to suppress anyone
who does not adhere to their flawed,
demonic ideology.
From Pakistan, we are receiving
regular reports of Christians falsely
imprisoned for blasphemy. We
remember these cases in daily prayer.
In addition to detaining Christians,
local authorities in Vietnam intimidate,
beat and fine believers in an attempt
to force them to renounce their faith.
The enemy is not asleep and
many Christians are arrested and
imprisoned without the world
acknowledging these injustices, as it
focuses on the destruction and grief
wreaked by COVID-19.
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Faithfully, during this time, Christians
across the globe are asking God to
minister to those in prison and aid
them in their daily struggles. The
Bible is clear: our prayers will not go

unanswered and all things work for
the good of those who love him.
Persecuted believers carry on
unhindered, daily doing as God
commanded despite the threat of
retribution, imprisonment or death.
Their faith is resolute. Many, who
have been released from prison, have
testified that it was a blessed time, as
they were able to share their faith with
others, including the goodness of God
whilst in prison.
As Richard Wurmbrand said:
“Christians are meant to have the
same vocation as their King, that of
cross-bearers. It is this conscience
of a high calling and of partnership
with Jesus which brings gladness in
tribulations, which makes Christians
enter prisons for their faith with the
joy of a bridegroom entering the bridal
room.”
May God sincerely bless you as you
pray and partner with us.
In Christ,
Tony Benjamin
CEO

After being forcibly taken to the police station, Officer Xu
stated two things very clearly to me:
1) Early Rain Covenant Church (ERCC) is banned by Chengdu
authorities, and we will thoroughly enforce this ban and will
not give your church any room to survive.
2) You are not welcome in Chengdu, and as long as you
are here, we will make sure you can’t do anything or see
anyone.
They repeatedly emphasised that ERCC has been banned
and that no activities can be conducted in its name. I
replied, “The church is heavenly and no earthly power can
restrict its existence.”
They answered, “Stop dreaming! We will never give your
church any space. We will only continually squeeze you.”
I have to be honest, during my conversation with them
today, I was asking myself the question: why do I want to
continue living in Chengdu? In fact, God has been asking
me this question for over a month now through everything
that has happened.

not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over
those in your charge, but being an example to the flock”
(1 Peter 5:2-3 ESV).
What does it mean to serve the Lord? It is to act according
to His will and not our own. Suffering for the name of the
Lord, suffering for the church of Christ, is a blessing that
Christians all long for. What we must be on guard against
is our flesh and our pride, which may flare up at any time.
If I thought myself worthy because of my sufferings, or if I
thought I had merit because of my endurance, then I would
be in sin.
Pray that the Lord would give me faith and grace to enjoy
heavenly freedom in the midst of this lack of freedom,
heavenly peace in the midst of this turmoil, and heavenly
joy in the midst of these frequent tears and pain. Ask that I
would not only love our dear brothers and sisters in this city
– our family members – but also the millions of lost souls
here and those who guard us, stalk us, summon us, detain
us, and even those who threaten our wives and force our
children to make our stay here uncomfortable.
On the evening of 11 October, during our family worship,
each of us shared our thoughts about the day. We thanked
the Lord for comforting the frightened hearts of my wife
and children and for turning our hearts from carnal anger
to dependence on the Lord.
Then we sang together:
“The Lord is my strength and my song;

Here’s what came to mind this morning at the police station
and this afternoon when I got home. I didn’t tell this to the
police, but I think they know.

My enemy pushed me hard, so that I was falling,

We returned to Chengdu to pastor the church. God has
put many from ERCC, including Pastor Wang Yi, in ‘prison
seminary’ to study. As an elder and pastoral assistant
in this church, it is only right that I return to Chengdu to
shepherd this flock.

His hand exalts and saves.”

When the sheep are facing wolves and tigers and leopards,
it is the duty of the shepherd to protect them. My duty is
to take care of this flock according to the will of God, “not
under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have [me];

But the Lord helped me.

******************************************
Elder Li continues to be watched by the authorities. He
and his family face ongoing harassment. In November,
the authorities shut off the utilities to their rented home
including water, electricity, heating and internet connection.
The family were forced to use a public bathroom nearby.
They have since been forced out of Chengdu.
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NEWSLETTER
700 - 800 WORDS

Eritrea:

GOD’S
DEPENDENT
Sesuna was 14 when she first read
the Bible. She became a born-again
Christian and spent her school senior
year in prison. Disowned by her family,
she came to depend on God.
In 2002, the Eritrean government outlawed every religion
except Islam, Orthodox Christianity, Roman Catholicism
and the Lutheran Church. All other religious groups are
illegal, and the government heavily controls approved
churches, including their messages.
Since the ban, the government has arrested thousands of
Christians. Many have remained in prison for decades.
Despite these hardships, the underground church in
Eritrea continues to grow.

evangelical churches, but no one was admitting it. Then
the instructor, clad in traditional military fatigues, began to
parrot the government’s explanation of why evangelicalism
is wrong: “It is a belief system developed by the Americans
to weaken Eritrea.”

conditions. The prison was constructed of tin buildings
that were freezing at night and boiling hot during the day.
The women had to eat with their hands, sometimes off the
floor, and suffered from malnutrition, poor hygiene and
disease with little or no medical treatment.

As Sesuna began to rise to her feet, the girls around her
tugged at her clothing, trying to pull her back down. Her
friends knew what happens to admitted followers of Christ
in the isolated military camp.

They were permitted to go to the bathroom only once a
day, at 6pm. The guards, fearing that some of the women
might attempt an escape, took them outside in a line
and watched them. Some of the guards behaved so
inappropriately that Sesuna decided to stop going to the
bathroom. Consequently, she ate and drank very little, and
she became ill.

Sesuna boldly stated, “I have a Bible, and I am a born-again
Christian.”
Military guards then led Sesuna to a cell. She lay on the
dirt floor as prison officials discussed what to do with her.
Some thought that since her parents followed the Eritrean
Orthodox faith, she could be persuaded to abandon her
‘heretical’ evangelical beliefs. But others thought her
bold declaration of faith indicated that she could not be
rehabilitated and should be taken to prison before she
could influence other students.

Every week, she was dragged to an interrogation room,
where prison officials spent hours trying to get her to
recant her faith. Once they even brought her schoolmates
into the room to persuade her. “I knew all I had to do was
deny Jesus and I would have been free,” Sesuna said.

After deciding not to return Sesuna to her classmates, the
officials at Sawa locked her in the women’s prison, where
she shared a tiny room with 15 other women in vile living

She was so weak, however, that she fell off the bed and
broke her back in three places. Prison officials then
took her to a hospital in the Eritrean capital, Asmara, for
surgery, making it clear that she would return to the prison
when she recovered.

Sesuna was born to strict Eritrean Orthodox parents who
divorced when she was young. She was raised in the home
of an uncle and never felt wanted.

Disowned by her family and facing a lifetime of military
service or imprisonment, Sesuna decided to flee Eritrea.
After her discharge from hospital, she escaped into
neighbouring Ethiopia. But her situation there wasn’t
a great improvement. She was assigned to the worst of
four Eritrean refugee camps in Ethiopia, and her Muslim
roommates often hit her and stole her rations. Depressed,
Sesuna considered returning to Eritrea.

She was 14 when she read the Bible for the first time, as
a requirement for volunteering as a Sunday school teacher
at a Lutheran church. Through reading God’s Word, she
realised that much of the Orthodox church’s teaching was
not Biblical and she began attending an illegal evangelical
church.
When Sesuna’s relatives learned that she had started
an informal Bible study at her high school and had been
suspended from school as a result, they beat her severely.

In time, though, she began to attend an evangelical service
in the camp – it was the first time in her life she had been
able to worship openly – and she even began to teach
Sunday school again. Then, after a church leader met her,
he recommended Sesuna for a place at a VOM-supported
Bible school near the refugee camp.

“I truly learned what it was like to be an evangelical believer
that day,” she said.
As a high school senior Sesuna was sent to compulsory
military training.
All high school seniors in Eritrea spend their senior year
at a training camp adjacent to the massive Sawa Defence
Training Centre on the border with Sudan. They live in
poor conditions and are subjected to military discipline,
forced labour and are at risk of sexual abuse. After six
months at the training camp and another year of national
service, students are assigned to either the civil service
or indefinite military service. There are no other career
choices. This compulsory service prompts thousands of
Eritrean students to flee the country every year.
Sesuna had just arrived at the training camp when an
instructor asked, “Are any of you evangelical Christians?”
Sesuna looked nervously around the room. She knew
several of the other high school seniors attended
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When Sesuna became so ill that she could no longer move,
guards lifted her limp body and took her to the infirmary.

“God has removed the human beings in
my life so I don’t depend on them and it
helps me to be strong.”

Currently in her second year of studies, Sesuna now rents
her own room and stays at the school while classes are
in session. “When I first came to the Bible school, I was
thinking I knew many things, that I had knowledge,” she
said. “Then I came here and realised I know nothing. But
that is challenging me and helping me to know the Lord
more. God is preparing me for tomorrow’s ministry.”
While her difficult upbringing and lack of family support
could have been debilitating, Sesuna views it as
preparation for her future ministry. “God has removed the
human beings in my life so I don’t depend on them,” she
said, “and it helps me to be strong.”
Having endured many trials in her young life, Sesuna
remains keenly focused on eternity. “I know the world will
pass away one day,” she said. “But if we have the Lord, we
have everything.”
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Write to Prisoners

India: WEDDING

DAY IN JAIL

Writing to prisoners is a great way to provide encouragement to believers who are
imprisoned for their faith; it also acts as a Christian witness to guards and authorities.

Christian couple, Rabish and Summandi
set a wedding date with village officials
and eagerly anticipated their big day.
They planned to marry on 30 May 2018,
but it soon became apparent that the
village was not willing to host a
Christian wedding.
Not long after setting the date, a member of the village
planning committee asked Rabish about the religious
tradition in which he and Summandi would be getting
married. Rabish was a new Christian and many in the
village practised a mix of Hinduism and animism. Rabish
replied that they would be married as Christians.

Soon the couple started hearing rumours of a planned
attack on them. “I got the news from a villager and other
outside people that they were planning to kill us on our
marriage day,” Rabish said. On 28 May, he and Summandi
went to the police station to inform them of the plot and
request protection. But upon arrival at the police station,
they were both arrested.

While they didn’t fear retaliation for their decision to
marry as Christians, the couple had no desire to invite
additional trouble. They told their mothers about their
wedding but not their fathers, and few villagers were aware
of their marriage. Summandi said. “In our village, it is a
rule that when you have a wedding you have to conduct
a party or reception [with the village], and we have not
done that.”

“The police officer said it is only happening because I had
decided to marry according to Christian rules,” Rabish said.
“If we didn’t marry according to Christian tradition, then
nothing would have happened.”
After two weeks behind bars in individual cells, the men
were moved into a larger cell with other men, and the women
were moved to an all-female cell. “I spent my time in prayer
only,” Summandi recalled of her time there. More than 80
other prisoners were in their cell, so she and Neelam had
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Post to us at:
Voice of the Martyrs
PO Box 250
Lawson NSW 2783
You can also write to officials and sign up for email alerts so
you can obtain prisoner updates directly.

Six weeks later, the four Christians were anonymously
bailed and released on the same day. A group of pastors
and Christian lawyers has since handled their court case.
Following their release, Rabish and Summandi revised
their wedding plans. They were quietly married in court on
4 October and had a church ceremony on 9 November with
40 people from their church.

Summandi’s relatives had falsely accused the four believers
of beating Summandi’s 60-year-old father with a bamboo
stick for refusing to convert to Christianity, so authorities
charged them under Jharkhand state’s anti-conversion
laws. States throughout India are adopting anti-conversion
laws meant to protect the country’s Hindu identity.

PICTURED ARE JUST SOME OF
THE PRISONERS FEATURED ON PRISONER ALERT

an ever-present audience with whom to share the Gospel.
“Some of them had a positive attitude and some had a
negative attitude,” Summandi said.

Three days later, when the couple asked Summandi’s
father for permission to marry, he grew angry. Although
his wife and children were Christians, he remained Hindu.
He threatened Rabish and let them know that he strongly
disapproved of their Christian marriage.

The next day, their pastor Subarshan and an elder from
their church, a woman named Neelam, went to the police
station to try to secure their release. They too, however,
were arrested.

Prisoner Alert www.prisoneralert.com allows you to either
obtain information on a prisoner and write to them in
English or to choose encouraging phrases and Bible verses
to construct a letter in the prisoner’s own language. You
can then print the letter and post it directly to the prisoner
or send it to us and we will forward the letter on your behalf.

Christians in the village have faced ongoing persecution
since 2010. Villagers will not sell groceries or land to
Christians, nor allow them to draw water from their well.
Angry villagers have also attacked church gatherings and
destroyed a home where Christians meet.
Today, Pastor Subarshan continues to actively serve the
community and share the Gospel, despite persecution.
Neelam and other women in the village have started a
sewing centre near her home.
Rabish and Summandi have moved to a new city, where
Rabish has started a house church. When they visit their
home village, they still face opposition from those who
remain angry at them.
The legal case against them was almost concluded just
before the COVID-19 outbreak, and they’re hoping to soon
be declared not guilty by the courts.
Whatever the outcome, they know they have each other
and that God will always be with them.

IMRAN GHAFUR

Imran Ghafur, a Christian who has been in prison for
more than 11 years on a blasphemy conviction, learned
recently that his elderly mother died on 1 February 2020.
“I’m helpless because I was far from her,” he said. “
My mother was my strength because she always prayed for
me. She had a wish to see me free from jail. But now she
left me alone.”
Imran has been in prison since July 2009. He was arrested
on a spurious blasphemy charge and was sentenced to life
in prison six months after his arrest.
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VOMEDICAL

Featured
Project

We provide assistance for Christians who have been injured or are suffering ill health from
persecution, including forced poverty and discrimination. This is accomplished by providing
medical examinations, along with testing and treatment including surgery, prescriptions,
healthcare supplies, prosthetics, specialised counselling and rehabilitation.
There are many Christians who suffer injuries or mental and physical ill health as a result of
persecution. You can help by making a tax-deductible donation to VOMedical.
To give to VOMedical go to vom.com.au/donate

This Month’s Resources
Donations of $2 or more
are tax deductible
Westpac:
BSB: 032 271
WURMBRAND: TORTURED FOR CHRIST - THE COMPLETE
STORY
The Voice of the Martyrs
Pastor Richard Wurmbrand spent 14 years in prison because
of his outspoken Christian witness and faith in Christ. Three
of those years were spent in solitary confinement. His wife,
Sabina, was imprisoned for three years, including months in
a labour camp on the Danube Canal. Through it all, neither
of them gave up hope or wavered in faith.
Now, for the first time in a single book, you can read the
inspiring story of their suffering, faith and service to
followers of Christ – including the founding of Voice of the
Martyrs. $23 $20 Code: B524
IMPRISONED WITH ISIS: FAITH IN THE FACE OF EVIL
Petr Jasek with Rebecca George
Petr Jasek visited Sudan in 2015 on behalf of VOM to
evaluate how the mission could help persecuted Christians
there. Pleased with his meetings with local Christians,
Petr checked in for his flight home to the Czech Republic.
Before boarding the plane, however, he was detained
and questioned by security agents and later charged with
espionage, waging war against the state and undermining
the constitution. He was sentenced to life in prison. While
in prison, Petr was forced to share a cell with ISIS fighters.
Now Petr shares the harrowing but inspiring story of how
God sustained his strength and courage while giving him
a new purpose during his ordeal – and then opened the
prison doors and set him free. $20 Code: B542
THE WITNESSES TRILOGY DVD BOX SET
The Voice of the Martyrs
These three animated, feature-length films take you from the
birth of Christ to the birth of the early church, which faced
constant pressure and persecution from every side. Inspire
children and young adults with this animated retelling of the
life of Christ and His sacrificial death. Then watch as His
followers take His message to Jerusalem, to Judea and even
to the ends of the earth. $35 $28 Code: S357

Order from vom.com.au/shop

Account No: 251377
Swift: WPACAU2S (for international transfers)
Please include your name or supporter
number in the description line.
Voice of the Martyrs
PO Box 250 Lawson NSW 2783
Australia
p: 02 4759 7000
e: info@vom.com.au
w: vom.com.au

Remember the prisoners as if chained
with them — those who are mistreated
— since you yourselves are in the
body also. Hebrews 13:3
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