How to Pray for
AFGHANISTAN
Dear Friends,
The situation in Afghanistan is critical and our brothers and sisters - even the
persecutors - need our immediate prayers.
Historically, every attempt to wipe out Christianity and frustrate the
advancement of the Gospel has failed. In spite of government restrictions,
attacks and constant persecution from extremist groups, God continues to
build His church.
Every Christian throughout Australia has been given a crucial role to play in
this spiritual battle, and the victory is achieved through prayer. One of the
most effective weapons every child of God has been armed with is prayer.
Because as James 5:16 says, “The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man
avails much.”
Prayer is essential and is a vital part of the ministry of Voice of the Martyrs.
Will you join us in interceding for those being persecuted today?
In Christ,

Tony Benjamin – CEO
Voice of the Martyrs

How to Pray for
AFGHANISTAN
1. PRAY FOR GOD’S PROTECTION - The situation on the ground is fluid right now.
Pray for God’s protection over His people. Pray also for his presence to be felt.
(Hebrews 13:5)
2. PRAY FOR WISDOM - Ask God to bless our brothers and sisters with discernment
as they decide whether to stay or go and even with whom they should talk.
(Matthew 10:16)
3. PRAY FOR FELLOWSHIP - Believers in Afghanistan often must keep their faith a
secret— even from family members. Pray that God will help each Afghan believer
to connect and fellowship with at least one other believer in person, by phone or
through some other technology. Pray that God will remind them that they are
not alone, but are part of the global body of Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:20;26)
4. PRAY FOR SAFE PASSAGE - Pray that God will provide safe passage to those
who feel led by God to leave Afghanistan and provide for their immediate needs
in their new location. (exodus 19:4)
5. PRAY THAT MUSLIMS WILL MEET CHRIST - The Taliban claim to be “true
Muslims,” strictly adhering to Sharia (Islamic law). As Muslims in Afghanistan
see this cruel face of Islam, pray that they will be drawn to Jesus Christ, the
shepherd Savior who doesn’t oppress but instead chose to lay down His life for
His sheep. (Colossians 4:3)

AFGHANISTAN
 DESIGNATION: Restricted
 OVERVIEW: The Good News of Christ reached Afghanistan by
the second century, but today there are no church buildings.
Cultural and religious opposition to the Gospel as well as
significant security issues remain great challenges for all missions
efforts in this Central Asian nation. And sadly, most Afghans have
never heard the Gospel, do not know a Christian and have been
indoctrinated to follow Mohammad’s teachings without question.
Radical Islam and violent tribal political activity make the nation a
difficult and dangerous place for Christians to practise their faith.
There is, nevertheless, a special unity among Christians labouring
for the Gospel in Afghanistan. Indigenous, near-culture and
expatriate believers are boldly taking risks and using every
possible opportunity to help believers grow in faith and connect
with local house churches. While church growth has been slow
among the more than 40 unique people groups, significant
Christian growth has occurred among the Hazara people, and some
among other people groups are also coming to know Christ.

 MAJOR RELIGION: 99.8% of Afghans are Muslims, with 90%
Sunni and 10% Shiite.

 PERSECUTOR: Both local and national governments are highly
antagonistic toward Christians. Extremist groups, including the
Taliban and the self-proclaimed Islamic State (ISIS), are active,
and believers are also persecuted by their families, friends
and communities.
WHAT IT MEANS TO FOLLOW CHRIST IN AFGHANISTAN:

Afghan Christians cannot worship openly. They must worship in
homes or other small venues, and evangelism is forbidden.
Christians and seekers are highly secretive about their faith
or interest in Christianity, especially following a surge of
arrests in the past decade. Beatings, torture and kidnappings are
routine for Christians in Afghanistan. Although waves of Christians
have moved to neighbouring countries to worship openly, Afghan
house churches continue to grow. A small number of Christians
are martyred every year in Afghanistan,
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but their deaths generally occur without public knowledge.
A few are also in prison, but imprisonment is not common.
Christian converts from Islam are often killed by family
members or other radicalised Muslims before any legal
proceedings can begin.
ACCESS TO BIBLES: Since there are no churches or

Christian bookshops in Afghanistan, Bibles are available only
through underground ministry networks or in digital formats.
There is little access to printed Bibles, and owning one is
extremely dangerous. Most believers do not have their own
Bible, but online Bibles and other digital formats are
available and extremely helpful to believers and seekers.
Bible translation efforts are underway for the languages of
some people groups who do not have a Bible in their native
language.
.
VOM WORK:
VOM equips Afghan Christians by providing
Bibles, TV and radio broadcasts, discipleship training,
frontline worker support and other forms of practical and
spiritual assistance, with a special focus on outreach to
persecuted women and widows of martyrs.
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How to Pray for Persecuted Christians

The Bible is our best guide. Please pray that:
Psalms
•
•

•
•

They will rest in the knowledge that the Good Shepherd
walks with them through this difficult time (Psalm 23).
The provision of Bibles and other Christian literature will
reach the most remote and needy areas where they are in
the shortest supply (Psalm 119:42-43).
God would bring verses of Scripture to mind that will
comfort them (Psalm 119:49-56).
God will bring about justice in an unjust world
(Psalm 140).

1 Corinthians
•

2 Corinthians
•

•

Matthew
•

They will rejoice that theirs is the kingdom of heaven
(Matthew 5:10).

•

They will exemplify the love of God through consistent
love and prayer for those who persecute them
(Matthew 5:43-48).

•

They will rely on the Lord to give them the words to say
when they stand before accusing authorities

•

•
•
•

Increased persecution will result in increased boldness
among the believers (Acts 4:29-31).
Believers will echo Peter’s sentiment and determine to
obey God regardless of what man says (Acts 5:29).
Those who oppress Christians may experience repentance
and salvation, just as Paul did (Acts 9:1-19).
Everything they have and even their very lives will mean
nothing in comparison with the joy of knowing Christ and
sharing Him with others (Acts 20:24).

Romans
•
•

•

They will never be ashamed of the Gospel because God’s
power brings salvation through it (Romans 1:16).
As they suffer, they will find peace in the fact that as
they have suffered with Christ so they will be glorified
with Him, being fellow heirs with him (Romans 8:15-17).
The persecutors will know Christ’s love, forgiveness and
blessing through the lives of the Christians
(Romans 12:14, 21).

As sufferings overflow, their comfort in Christ will be
more than enough for them (2 Corinthians 1:5).
Those who suffer tremendous physical pain and trials will
be strengthened and delivered by the Lord

2 Timothy
•

God would be glorified as they steadfastly fix their eyes
on what is eternal (2 Corinthians 4).

Ephesians
•

•

Those who falsely accuse believers of forcible conversion
will see that the message we bring is one of a free gift,
not coercion, and respond in faith to Jesus Christ
(Ephesians 2:8-9).
The Lord would make them strong to lovingly and boldly
proclaim the Gospel (Ephesians 6:18-20).

Philippians
•

The Lord will be exalted, whether in life or in death
(Philippians 1:20).

•

•

They will abandon all glory for themselves in order to
come into a deeper relationship with Christ as they embrace the fellowship of His sufferings (Philippians 3:7-10).
God will fill the believers’ hearts with peace beyond
comprehension as they bring their needs to the Lord and
rejoice in Him (Philippians 4:4-7).

God will enable Christian parents to demonstrate an
unwavering commitment to Christ so that their children
will be encouraged to walk closely with the Lord as they
grow up
(Deuteronomy 11:18-20, 2 Timothy 1:5).

Hebrews
•

•

(2 Corinthians 1:8-11).

•

(Matthew 10:19).

Acts

Those who lose loved ones will find comfort in the fact
that Christ is victorious over death, and their dead in
Christ will be raised with Him. Pray that, in view of this
promise, they will continue to give themselves fully to the
work of the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:50-58).

The believers will be encouraged to continue to meet
together despite opposition (Hebrews 10:23-25).
They will keep their eyes on Jesus, persevere in their
faith, and not grow weary or lose heart.
(Hebrews 10:32-39;12:1-3).

•

God will keep you faithful to walk beside them in love,
prayer and encouragement (Hebrews 13:3).

James
•

They will rejoice in the opportunity to grow in
Christlikeness through the ongoing opposition they face
(James 1:2-4).

1 Peter
•

•

They will take comfort in the fact that God commends
those who suffer for doing good (1 Peter 2:20-21).
Christians will rejoice in their afflictions knowing that
they share in the sufferings of Christ, that He will be
glorified and that theirs is the kingdom of heaven
(1 Peter 4:12-13).

•

•

The spiritual leaders will remain faithful to the task God’s
given them, knowing that they will receive the crown of
life (1 Peter 5:1-4).
They will remain steadfast in the faith (1 Peter 5:8-10).

Colossians
•

God will provide opportunities for those in prison for their
faith to clearly share the Gospel for which they suffer
(Colossians 4:2-3).

1 Thessalonians
•

Those who lose loved ones will be filled with the joy that
comes from knowing that they will see them again at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Thessalonians 4:15-18).
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Voice of the Martyrs exists to serve the persecuted church
with practical and spiritual assistance and to lead Christians
in the free world into fellowship with persecuted believers.
Our ministry is inspired by Hebrews 13:3, “Remember the
prisoners as if chained with them – those who are mistreated
– since you yourselves are in the body also.”

