LOCKDOWN DEVOTIONS
A daily devotion to help you navigate lockdown

"OPEN OUR EYES LORD TO NEW THINGS IN YOUR WORD
AND NEW JOYS IN OUR PATH TODAY, AS WE FOLLOW OUR
LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. AMEN"

Dear ASW and any who join in these devotions,
Through the rest of September we are sending a new series that we hope
will be a great blessing to you. These are devotions that were written by
Simon M for the Global Anglican Fellowship in 2020.
They go through the very important book of Deuteronomy - when Moses
preached to God's people on the edge of entry to the Promised Land. It will
help you get your bearings if you read the chapter(s) in Deuteronomy
before you read the devotion - but if you don't read the scripture, the
devotion may help you get the main point(s) anyway.
The same prayer will introduce each reading but a new short prayer will
conclude each reading. We can only say that this 3 week series will open an
Old Testament book that has been called "the backbone to the whole bible"
and it will be a focussed look at a book that Jesus often quoted from.
And after this series - depending on the lockdown situation - we will go
back to the pattern of the last few months. May God richly bless you.

Balancing profit
and preservation
is difficult,
delicate work.
Achieving it is a
win-win for all.

DAY ONE – DEUTERONOMY CHAPTER ONE
I don’t know if you’ve tried to get onside with someone – into their good
books – but I guess I’ve tried everything from avoiding tricky subjects to
(feebly) agreeing with all someone says and even buying some gift to warm
things up.
None of this works with God – and how thankful we should be that it
doesn’t. Because if we could perform our way in, we might easily perform
our way out. It’s very important to notice then in the very first chapter of
Deuteronomy that the Lord sees His people as His children – He has carried
them through the wilderness to the edge of the Promised Land “as a father
carries his son” (1:31). Don’t miss that ‘key’ in the ‘door’ of the book. It’s
crucial to our reading of Deuteronomy as Moses preaches to God’s people,
about to enter the Promised Land.
In these 34 chapters he is no more telling the people of Israel how to get
into God’s favour than you (if you have children) tell them how to win a
place in your family. No, God chose them back in eternity and called them
via Abraham then Moses and has miraculously brought them through the
wilderness for forty years.
But is there a time for confession and a place for humility among God’s
people? There certainly is. Much of our confession is vague and general but
imagine someone putting their finger on our specific and very real failings –
the kind that would make us sweat with shame? This is what Moses does in
this first chapter, as he confronts God’s much-loved people with some of
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-they grumbled about the land (1:27) and thought badly of God (1:27)
-they failed to trust God (1:32) despite His faithfulness
-they assumed they could fight their enemies on their own (1:40-42)
-they didn’t listen to Moses (1:43) and went off to fight (unsuccessfully)
anyway
These sins are on the backdrop of God’s great goodness to them. He had
proved Himself to be loving and powerful and now promised a land that
would be plentiful. Even their own plan to send in spies (1:22-25) to report
on the land was being ignored and overturned.
As we read this, the last thing we want to do is criticise or moralise from
these verses. This portrait of Israel is a portrait of all believers from the
beginning till now. We might say that these people were not doing the
things they should have done and were doing the things they should not
have done. There was no health in them – but a very great Shepherd and
Physician was committed to them.
So, we don’t read these verses and go into pious thoughts about 'life in the
desert' nor do we look down our noses and assure ourselves we will do
better. We won’t do much better.
Rather we find ourselves asking what sort of God would stick with such
unfaithful people and what hope is there for improvement? And the answer
lies in the Saviour – the Lord Jesus (the only perfect Israelite) who would
obey every step of the way and then die a deliberate death to save us.
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